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Major faces 


ministers 





John Rentouf 
and Anthony Bevms 

John Major is facing minister- 
ial mutiny over the European 
single currency at the start of the 


frontbenchers threatening to 
defy government policy in elec- 
tion addresses to local voters; 

It would risk derailing the 
Conservative campaign by di- 
recting media attention to the 
Tories' most divisive weak spot 
- Europe - and such an open 
breach of collective ministerial 
responsibility would prompt 
demands for ministerial rebels 
to be sacked. 

A senior government source 
said last night that rifts over Eu- 
rope were more damaging the 
closer they broke to an election. 
In an election campaign itself, 
they would be “seriously trou- 
blesome." 

He said that while aberrant 
behaviour could be expected 
from some “green’’ candidates, 
disciplinary action would have 
to be taken against ministers 
who issued electoral addresses 
that flew in the face of the na- 
tional party manifesto and 
damage party credibility. 

Unlike MPs, who automati- 
cally lose their jobs once Parlia- 
ment is dissolved for an election, 
ministers stay in office until a 
new Government takes over - 
and could risk instant dis m i s sal 
for a breach of collective min- 
isterial responsibility. Labour 
would demand nothing less. 

It has been estimated that as 
many as two-thirds of Tory can- 
didates could locally dissociate 


themselves from the national 
manifesto line; that no decision 
can be made on sterling entry 
into the single currency until 
firm terms have been agreed, af- 
ter the election. 

Tory Euro-sceptics want the 
Prime Minister to stand on a 
platform defending the pound, 
and-despair that this week he 
deepened his commitment to 
the wait-and-see line. 

But senior Conservatives be- 
lieve the tensions of the election 
campaign will snap the rigid, 
wait-and-see agreement dial 
was forced on Mr Major by 
Michael Hesehine and Kenneth 
Clarke on Tuesday. 

A parallel is being drawn be- 
tween the current Tory truce 
and the 1983 Labour deal on 
nuclear disarmament which so 
effectively destroyed the cred- 
ibility of Michael JFbot’s first and 
last election campaign as 
Labour leader. 

In that campaign, deputy 
leader Denis Healey and former 
prime minister, Jaimes Callag- 
han undermined the manifesto 
commitment to a “non-nuclear 
defence policy" every time they 
reiterated their views. 

The Conservative Euro-scep- 
tics believe that a number of 
Cabinet Ministers will be tempt- 
ed, during the election cam- 
paign, to cast doubt on British 
participation in the first wave of 
the single currency. By deliver- 
ing coded challenges to the 
wait-and-see policy enshrined in 
the Tory manifesto, they would 
attract headlines while avoiding 
disciplinary action. 

The names of Michael 


Howard, the Home Secretaiy, 
and Defence Secretaiy Michael 
Portillo are being nominated as 
the most likefy ministers to 
step over that line. 

Every time that happens, the 
party wfll took less and less cred- 
ible. The Westminster suspicion 
is that once Mr Major loses that 
' essential credibaity, and risks 
lasing to Labour, the gloves will 
come off for the Tbiy leadership 
contest that is certain to follow 
election defeat 

In that event it is said by se- 
nior Tbiies, it will be everyone 
for themselves as the potential 
contenders make their individ- 
ual pitches to a Conservative 
parliamentary party that is ex- 
pected to be much more right- 
wing and Euro-sceptic than it 
has been since 1979. 

That deadly political sce- 
nario was being painted in the 
aftermath of Tuesday's Com- 
mons statement by Mr Major, 
which was itself greeted with 
bitterness by some of the more 
emotional Euro-sceptics. 

But the Tories' pn>Euro- 
peans are equally determined to 
resist further attempts to reopen 
the poUcy.The Positive Euro- 
pean Group of Conservative 
MPs has brought forward its 
weekly meeting from Monday 
of next week, to tonight, and ac- 
cording to senior officials it 
will be discussing how to con- 
solidate the Rime Minister’s ac- 
ceptance that existing policy wfll 
not be changed this side of an 
election. One source said: “The 
first step, really, is to make sure 
there is no further back-sliding." 

Leading article, page 17 



Hie devastation of child abuse can last a lifetime Photograph: Posed by models NSPCC 


Butcher told of poison risk 


, Steve Boggan 

I The award-winning butcher at 
i the centre of Britain’s worst 
» food poisoning epidemic sold 

i suspect meat after twice bemg 

; told by health officials to witb- 

'. draw it. ...... 

1 As the epidemic claimed its 

: ! seventh victim, it emerged that 

! Johr. Ban had promised officials 
f from North Lanarkshire Coun- 

j cil that he would sell no cooked 
h meats after they identified ha 
| shop in Wrshaw as a poss^e 

source of the outbreak. But, less 

. I than two hours later^he wp- 
! plied turkey, ham and roastbeef 
. { for an ISth birthday party at 
I which several peopjf appear to 
\\ have been poisoned, 
f The family who threw the 
parri ed yesterday that th^ 
■' {rercconsidenng legal action. 

; William and Fay MacFarJane, 


who held the party at the Cas- 
cade pub in Wishaw for their 
daughter, Lauren, said a rela- 
tive checked with Mr Barr and 
officials from the Lanarkshire 
Health Board before guests 
were offered the meat - both in- 
sisted that it would be fine. 

Strathclyde Police and the 
Procurator Fiscal, the Scottish 
crown prosecutor, have now 
been called in to investigate the 
outbreak. More than 330 peo- 
ple are suspected of being in- 
fected with the E.coli 0157 
bacterium. Of those, there are 
176 confirmed cases, 52 are in 
hospital and 24, mainly elder- 
ly, are giving cause for concern. 

Mr Barr, this year’s Scottish 
Butcher of the Year, was not 
available for comment yester- 
day, but a spokesman for the 
Environmental Services De- 
partment Of the North La- 


narkshire Council said its offi- 
cials had contacted him on Fri- 
day 22 November when they 
realised there was an outbreak 
of E.coli poisoning. 

“At 630pm, we told Mr Bare 
that his shop was a possible 
source of the outbreak and we 
asked him not to sell any 
cooked meats for the time be- 
ing. He agreed not to," said the 
spokesman. “The following day, 
at 730am, our officers visited his 
shop to conduct tests and again 
asked that he not sell any 
cooked meat Again, he 
agreed.’’ 

However, at 9am, a relative 
of the MacEarianes visited the 
shop and collected cooked 
meats for the party. Through 
their solicitor. Paul Santoni. 
the MacFarJanes expressed 
anger and concern that their 
guests had been put at risk. One 


elderly female relative is in 
hospital with E.coli poisoning 
and a number of others from the 
106 present are QJ. 

The man who collected the 
meat was Mrs MacFarlane's 
unde, David Moan. He told Mr 
Santoni that he spoke person- 
ally to Mr Barr and was told that 
the scare related only to corned 
beef and chopped pork. “Mr 
Barr fold Mr Moon there was 
no need to worry about the oth- 
er meats," said Mr Santoni. 
■‘Die day after the party, Mr 
Moon found 3 message on his 
telephone answering machine 
from Mr Bare saying he could 
arrange an alternative supply if 
there were any concerns about 
his. But by then, it was too late." 

Michael Forsyth, Secretaiy of 
State for Scotland, said be was 
growing ever more concerned 
about the outbreak. He said: 


“The thing that is causing me 
most anxiety, are the reports 
which we are getting from the 

local authority that the meat was 

supplied for’the function ... by 
the butcher the day after he 
agreed to cease the sale of 
cooked meat. 1 look forward to 
receiving an explanation for 
that. Also there is concern lhaL 
there might have been further 
outlets supplied on or after 
Saturday 23 November.” 

The local authority said it 
would be inappropriate to com- 
ment on that suggestion. Mr 
Barr's solicitor. George Moore, 
said he was "surprised*' that the 
health board had given out de- 
tails of meat supplies when the 
matter was under investiga- 
tion. 

The seven th victim, a 74-year- 
old man, died at MonkJands , 
hospital yesterday morning, j 
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Bank jobs go 

NarWesr announced that it is to 
shut 300 branches and cut a 
third of its workforce - 10.000 
jobs - as the Banking Om- 
budsman reported registered 
complaints against banks rose 
tty S per cent. Pages 3 and 20 

Palestinian death 

Amnesty said the death of 
Rashid Fityani. 26. a Palestinian 
prisoner killed by a guard, con- 
firmed the reputation of Yasser 
Arafot’s Palestinian Authority for 
ill-treating inmates. Page 15 
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Independent Christmas Appeal 

Help us to 
help victims 
of abuse 


At the end of a year in which 
The Independent disclosed some 
of the worst child-abuse scan- 
dals ever revealed, today we 
launch our Victims of Abuse ap- 
peal lo help children whose lives 
have been devastated by abuse. 

Our Christmas appeal is in 
support of projects run by the 
National Society for the' Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Children, 
including its helpline and direct 
support to help children who 
have been abused and to pre- 
vent abuse. 

The terrible loll of years of 
abuse suffered by more than 100 
children in Clwyd was first re- 
ported by The Independent and 
was the launchpad for a cam- 
paign which eventually won 
government action to lighten 
standards in children's homes. 

Recent child-abuse scandals 
in residential homes form a grim 
litany - Cleveland. Frank Beck 
in Leicestershire, pindown in 
Staffordshire. Bryn Estyn in 
Clywd. Ty'r Felin. in Bangor. 
Gwynedd - and these children 
had been taken into care be- 
cause it was thought that they 
would be safer. In the commu- 
nity. we heard of eases such as 
Daniel Handley who was ab- 
ducted. abused and murdered 
by two paedophiles, and Rikfci 
Neavc. whose mother was sen- 
tenced to seven years for cru- 


elty. Countless other stories 
have never been heard. 

The NSPCC runs more than 
120 projects offering coun- 
selling and therapy to abused 
children, os well as 'carrying out 
its own investigations into ullc- 
gations ol‘ abuse. The charm re- 
lies on public donations for $5 
per cent of its income. We 
would like you to contribute be- 
tween now and Christmas. Your 
money will go to help projects 
such as the NSPCC's 24-hour 
freephone helpline, which takes 
on average L2UU calls a week, 
the London Investigation Team, 
which works with the police and 
social services lo investigate 
paedophiles, and the Kaleido- 
scope project in Newcastle, 
which treats children who have 
abused other children. 

Over the next few weeks we 
will be telling you more about 
the pmjccis. starting today with 
a day in the life of workers on 
the NSPCC helpline. A coupon 
for making your donation ac- 
company that article. 

Victims of Abuse appeal page 10 
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Paris talks 
over Guer nsey 
fishing rights 

Talks are to take place in 
Paris tomorrow to resolve the 
fishing rights dispute between 
Guernsey and France. 

Representatives from 
Guernsey, Britain and Prance 
will try to solve the dispute, 
which came to a bead on 
Monday, when 10 French 
trawlers invaded the Sark 
Box, a lucrative fishing area 
south of Guernsey in 
defiance of a ban imposed 
by the island's authorities. 

A Home Office spokesman 
said last night that a Royal 
Navy fishery protection vessel 
had taken up station in Sea 
Jsle waters. Philip fame 

Extradition for 
Mafia daughter 

The daughter of a convicted 
Mafia leader yesterday lost 
her HighCourt battle against 
extradition to Italy where she 
is wanted on drug-trafficking 
charges. Maria Merico, 26, 
will have to return to Italy 
within two months. If found 
guilty, she could face 15 years 
in prison. CharGeBam 

Coma mother 
dies in hospital 

A woman who gave birth in 
a coma following a car ecash 
has died in hospital. Karen 
Battenbough, 25, died at 
Clydach Hospital in Swansea, 
having spent 22 months un- 
conscious. Her kidneys failed 
after pneumonia set in. 


£30j000 fine for 
human fireball 
accident 

A Derby smelting company, 
Bernhard Metals (UK), was 
fined £30,000 and ordered to 
pay £20,000 costs yesterday 
after a fornaceman died in 
an horrific accident. 

Labourer Anthony 
Jackson, 32, became a human 
fireball after molten metal set 
his clothes alighL He died In 
hospital 12 days later. 

Mr Justice Hidden said at 
Nottingham Crown Court: 
“The lack of thought by this 
company towards its 
employees beggars belief. 

Peace process 
explanation 

The Northern Ireland 
minister, Michael Ancram, 
arrived in Brussels yesterday 
to explain Government 
conditions for Sinn Fein’s 
admission to peace talks. Mr 
Ancram said be wanted to 
“iron out misconceptions 7 ' in 
Europe about these demands 
or about the peace process in 
general. Katherine Butler 

Chauffeurs to 
strike over pay 

White hall chauffe urs have 

voted by a margin of 85 per 
cent for an indefinite strike 
aver pay. The 140 drivers 
have been offered a 2 per 
cent rise, giving them £243 
for a 49-hour week, but they 
want an extra 1 A per cent in 
common with managerial and 
administrative staff. 



Yesterday Labour MPs voted by 
nearly three to one for new rules 
to govern their behaviour, in- 
cluding the catch-all charge of 
"bringing the party into disre- 
pute". In soccer this phrase 
covers a number of the more in- 
teresting sins, encompassing 
abusing fellow team members 
as well as pulling down your 
shorts and revealing your bot- 
tom to the crowd. 

Unable to go about their usu- 
al business of sitting around 
complaining about Brown and 
Blair, they left the meeting and 
bandied into the Chamber look- 
ing for someone else to abase. 
And found -to their boisterous 
delight — the Government's 
chariscoaticaDy challenged trade 
and industry team sitting in a row 
on the front bendi, just asking to 
be duffed up. 

lb describe the fiftysome- 
thing group of Messrs Lang, 



The large 
audience made 
the ministerial 
fog bank even 
more pamfuUy 
dense than ever 


Taylor 1, Taylor 2, Page and 
Knigh t as •‘grey'’ is to deprive 
that hue of colours, textures, 
shades, nuances and moods 
which often go overlooked. A 
bar fall of retired assistant bank 
Tpanag era rtis ra wring WltbyTOf- 

its annuities at a joint golf dub 
and ftotarians fund-raiser, 
holds out more prospect of hi- 
larious fun. 

So the naughty boys’ bench 
(where Dennis Skinner always 
sits) had eight, rather than the 
usual two occupants. The heck- 
ler’s area (at the back, beyond 
the gangway) was also well 
populated, with George 
Foulkes and Tony Banks en- 
gaging m a personal competition 

to see who could get the best 
one-liners and abusive names 
inserted at delicate points in 
Tory MPs 1 questions or minis- 
ters’ replies. 

The effect on the ministeri- 


al fog bank of this unexpected- 
fy large and unappreciative au- 
dience was to make it even more 
painfully obscure, dense and va- 
pid ever. Labour's Kerin 
Hughes (Doncaster North) mis- 
chievously asked Richard Page, 
Under Secretary for Small Busi- 
ness. Industry atKl Energy about 
deregulation (incidentally this 
is a bad title, since the “small” 
appears to apply as much to the 
energy and industry as it does 

to the business, suggesting that 

the minister is both lazy and 

ineffective); 

“How many Hems of legisla- 
tion have been repealed since 
the beginning of the deregula- 
tion initia tive in 1994; and how 
many statutory instruments 
[that is, new regulations] have 
been introduced in that peri- 
od?” was Mr Hughes’s question. 

There had, mumbled Mr 
Rage, been 93 repeals and 315 


new instruments. Not a great 
success then! roared the 
naughty boys. Mr Page made 
the best of a bad job. Mr Hugh- 
es “did sot quite grasp the 
principle of deregulation”, he 
floundered, explaining that “we 
live in an increasingly complex 
world”. Most of these regula- 
tions were measures for con- 
sumer protection. Did the 
Opposition not “want to remove- 
carcinogens from babies’ dum- 
mies?" he asked, desperately 
updating one of politics’ oldest 
accusations. 

Few were etqoying this more 
than Tboy Banks. No Conserv- 
ative was safe from an inter- 
jection from the member for 
Newham North 'West and (if 
polls are to be believed) des- 
tined to become the Ana elect- 
ed Mayor of Lo n do n . Charles 
Goodson-Wfckes (Wimbledon) 

was opposed to the 43-hour di- 


rective; “vicious mm-owncrl" 
shouted Tony. The Oftei regu- 
lator waft opposed to Labour’s 
windfall tax. said another Con- 
servative. “Tbry stooge!" came; 
thoay. 

But who did he remind ate 
of? Then I twigged. Tbn^Barifa 
smctaxnan&osing iotoCapcam 
Haddock, the permanently (and 
comically) enraged side kick of 
Thitin the boy defective, whose 
stock-in-trade was a collection 
of catanrful terms of abuse 
suds as “Coelacanths! ”, “bashi- 
batouksT, “vegetarians!' and; . 
of course, “bflhonsbf blue blis- 
tering barnacJesH •; 

■ The Hue barnacles affixed to 
the government benches may 
not appreciate the new Had- 
dock, but Time-cone, the' bey 
leader, certainly wiU. So aslong 


the ac#d&ciphaaxy code.' 
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Skeleton staff: Solomon Carty cleaning the replica diplodocus at the Natural History Museum In London. Hie dinosaurs lived 150 million years ago Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


Gummer 
pledge on 
genetic 
maize 


Only half a day’s supply 
of blood left in South 


Ian Burrell 

Labour has called on Ian Lang, 
the president of the Board of 
Tbade, to take “immediate 


American com being allowed to 
enter the British food chain. 

The Independent revealed 
yesterday that ministers had 
bom warned that the American 
com was on its way and that it 
posed a risk to health. 

Nigel Griffiths MF, Labour’s 
spokesman on consumer af- 
faire, will raise the matter in par- 
liament by calling for a new 
government inquiry into the 
dangers of the American com. 

"I want the Consumer Safe- 
ty Unit at the Department of 
Trade and Industry to evaluate 
the threat to British con- 
sumers," he said. 

Yesterday, John Gummer, 
the Secretary of State for the 
Environment, went on BBC 
radio to pledge that he would 
not allow the US to export its 
genetically-modified maize to 
Britain. 

Mr Gummer said: “It is true 
that the Americans are trying to 
force this on to Europe without 
us making our own minds up 
about it. 

“One of the important rea- 
sons for the EU is that we are 
strong enough to say to the 
Americans that we decide what 


we want in our food chain and 
not you." 

Yesterday, The Independent 
revealed details of a memo- 
randum to Mr Gummer written 
by Dr William Parish, of the 
DOE’S Chemicals and Biotech- 
nology Division, which warned: 
“[The maize) will be imported 
shortly despite the fact that it 
is not authorised in an un- 
processed form and that the UK 
objected to proposals to au- 
thorise it.” He adds: “There is 
bound to be concern that [the 
maize] represents a risk to hu- 
man health and safety or to the 
environment.” 

The genetically-altered prod- 
uct (GM Maize) has already 
been mixed with normal com 
for export by American grow- 
ers. British officials admit they 
cannot tell the difference once 
the two are mixed. 

The memo warned that the 
GM Maize was expected to ar- 
rive in Britain early this month. 

It stales: “A selective ban on 
imports from the USA would 
remove an important source of 
raw material from the food 
and feed processing industry in 
the UK and raise trade ques- 
tions. 

“It is too late for those users 
awaiting tbdr supplies of the US 
maize to secure other lines of 
supply at this stage." 

Boxes everywhere, page 9 


Glenda Cooper 

Stocks of blood have fallen so 
low in London and the South 
East that there Is only just over 
half a day’s supply left, the Na- 
tional Blood Service warned 
yesterday. 

It is restricting blood orders 
to hospitals to the minimum 
possible and warns that the 
nexLmove could be to cancel all 
operations except emergencies. 

Donations in London have 
dropped by between 10 and 20 
per cent which has ooinetded 
with a run on blood following 
the recent cold snap. 

Christmas and New Year is 


traditionally one of the most dif- 
ficult periods of the year for the . 
blood transfusion service, where 
stocks can fall by as much as 30 
per cent. But Peter Gibson, 
head of communications of the 
London and South East zone 
said that it was “unusual" that 
they were experiencing prob- 
lems two to three weeks before 
the Christmas period. 

“Tins is very low. going into 
the Christmas period,” said Mr 
Gibsoa. "All it needs is a seri- 
ous incident and we will be un- 
der a great deal of pressure and 
we cannot rely on other parts of 
the country to help us out" 

The London ana South East 


service launches its Christmas 
• appeal today. Every day 10,000 
units of blood a day are need- 
ed to supply hospitals but at pre- 
sent only 6 per cent of the 
population donate blood. 

Nationally, figures are slight- 
ly down with the National Blood 
Authority holding 13,500 units 
yesterday instead of 15,000 but 
a Spokesman said there was no 
question of a national crisis. 

In Scotland blood supplies 
are also tunning desperately low 
as hospitals battle to cope with 
the E-coti 0157 outbreak, the 
Scottish National Blood Tran- 
fusion Service(SNBTS) said 
yesterday. At the launch of 


their national Christinas blood 
appeal, SNBTS said the. out- 
break was placing one of the 
“biggest ever" demands on 
blood products. “We just have 
to repeat our urgent message to 
encourage people to come for- 
ward and give blood," it said. 

The heaviest demand has 
been for plasma products where 
toxins produced by the E-coli 
bacteria are washed out the sys- 
tem using healthy plasma from 
frozen supplies. 

■ New donors are advised get 
in touch with their local blood 
service if they wish to donate, 
or ring the National Blood Au- 
thority on 0345 711 711. 


Crackdown on lottery 
ticket sales to children 


bn Burrell 

A newsagent has been fined 
£500 for selling National Lottery 
tickets to a chad in the first pros- 
ecution of its kind, just as Ofiot, 
the lottery watchdog, ordered a 
crackdown on underage gam- 
bling. 

Undercover children are to be 
recruited to trap shopkeepers 
who sell tickets and scratch 
cards to under- 16s and retailers 
wiU be required to display a hot- 
line number which people can 
call if they witness under-age 
sales. 

Oflot’s director general, Pe- 
ter Davis, described the exis- 
tence of habitual young 
participants in the lottery as “dis- 
turbing". 

He said: “Thai these children 
also lend to be involved with al- 
cohol, tobacco, drugs and fruit 


machines, reinforces my deter- 
mination to stamp out illegal and 
irresponsible behaviour by some 
traders.” 

Yesterday a court in Leeds 
heard how two investigators 
from Camelot accompanied a 
13-year-old girl into a 
newsagent’s where she was sold 
an Aces High Instants ticket and 
a National Lottery draw ticket. 
Naheem Bashir, the shopown- 
er admitted selling the tickets 
but claimed be thought the 
girl was old enough to buy 
them. 

Mary O’Shea, prosecuting 
for West Yorkshire Trading 
Standards, told Leeds Magis- 
trates’ Court that the police and 
then Camelot were tipped off by 
the {drfs stepfather after she 
bought a ticket from N & N 
Newsagents, in Armley, Leeds, 
in March this year. She said: 


“The girl was not asked her age 
even though in the investigators’ 
view she does not look older 
than her 13 years.” . 

•Although he was of previ- 
ous^ good character this case is 
a salutary lesson that one can 
never be too careful This is not 
a bad man, but unfortunately he 
has fallen foul of the situa- 
tion." 

Fining Bashir £250 for each 
of two offences of selling lottery 
tickets to a person under 16, with 
£325 costs, the chairman of the 
bench. Dr B Chaney, warned 
him that retailers had “an ab- 
solute obligation” to take care 
not to sell tickets to under-age 
customers. 

The Ofiot warning followed 
new research whim showed 
that 3 per cent, of children 
were becoming persistent users 
of scratchcards. 


Not the Elephant Man after all 


Joseph Merrick, the 19th cen- 
tury Englishman known as the 
Elephant Man because of Ids 
grotesque appearance, did not 
suffer from the. disease that is 
named after him, it was claimed 
yesterday. 

Radiologists in London say 
X-ray and CT scans of Merridcs 
remains suggest that he did 
not have neurofibromatosis, 
the disfiguring condition some- 
times called Elephant Man dis- 
ease. 

According to the experts 


from the Royal London Hos- 
pital he suffered from a much 
rarer disease called Proteus 
syndrome. 

Neurofibromatosis causes 
uncontrolled growth of nerve 
cells, giving rise to unsightly tu- 
mours. 

There have been fewer than 
100 recorded cases of Proteus 
syndrome, which involves the 
abnormal growth of bone and 
soft tissue. Both conditions are 
thought to be genetic. 

Merrick, who was portrayed 


by John Hurt in the hit film The 
Elephant Man, died in 1890 at 
the London Hospital, where he 
lived for four years after being 
rescued from a life as a circus 
freak by the doctor Frederick 
"freves. His remains were kept 
at tiie hospital, now renamed 
the Royal London. 

The magazine New Scientist 
reported: “Sharma says that 
his skeleton shows the tell-tale 
signs of Proteus syndrome and 
lacks the characteristics that 
would be expected of someone 


with neurofibromatosis. Mer- 
rick’s skeleton is studded with 
bony outgrowths, predomi- 
nantly on the right-hand side. 
His ring finger and femur are 
both enlarged, and his skull has 
a circumference of 91cm, com- 
pared to the 60cm typical for a 
rtian of his height." 

Merrick's spine was also not 
sharply curved, as would be ex- 
pected in a case of neurofibro- 
matosis, and his ribs lacked 
notches common in the condi- 
tion. 



John Hurt as. Merrick In 
The Elephant Man film 


Andrew Brown 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr George Carey, yesterday 
called in Rome for Catholics 
and Anglicans to fight togeth- 
er for fiunDy values. 

“Both our traditions place 
great emphasis on the famBy and 
family life. Anglicans can say with 
Pope John Paul that The future 
of the world and of the church 
passes through the family’.’' 

Dr Carey quoted several ma- 
jor Catholic documents in sup- 
port of his argument for the 
importance of family life de- 
livered during a lecture at the 
Anglican Centre in Rome. 
Though he has publicly -dis- 
agreed with Pope John Paul II 
on contraception and the role 
of women in the church, the im- 
portance of family life to both 
church and society is a theme 
the two leaders agree on, 

“The churches , arc ideally 
placed to make an enormous 
contribution to underommng 
good parenting and frith ful, 
loving relationships. The fam- 
ily is a paradigm of the- King- 
dom of God. 1 * 

Today he meets the Pope for 
substantive ffiscuadbnssHeabo 
celebrates a eucharist in the 
chapel of the English College in 
Rome, training ptacc for 
Catholic priests. 
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Services withdrawn: Thousands of counter staff will disappear from banks and building; societies over the next few years. Also doomed are the the top-hatted staff of the discount houses and the familiar door-to-door premium collector 


JiH Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

The changing and increasingly 
anonymous face of banking - the 
bank manager has ail but disap- 
peared from the local branch -has 
led to a big increase in complaints 
from customers about the standard 
of service they receive. 

^ On the day that NatWest an- 
* nounced it was cutting 10,000 jobs, 
around a third of the workforce over 
four or five years, the Banking Om- 
budsman, the public's watchdog on 
the banking industry, this year re- 
ceived 22 per cent more telephone 
enquiries and complaints, and reg- 
istered more than 7,000 complaints 
against banks, an increase of 8.0 per- 
cent over last year. 

NatWest is to dose 300 branches, 
but Laurence Sbunnan, the 1 Om- . 
budsman, said closures were affect- 
ing both business and personal 


Big increase in bank complaints as staff disappear 


customers, especially those he de- 
scribed as “vulnerable", such as the 
elderly. “Some of the worst in- 
stances of maladministration ap- 
pear to stem from attempts to 
achieve greater efficiency by closure 
of brandies, computerisation and 
other moves towards rationalisa- 
tion, " the Ombudsman said. 

The days when the bank manag- 
er was one of the best-known char- 
acters in the kxal community are fast 
disappearing. The chances are the 
manager’s branch will have been 
closed or merged with another 
branch. Bifn, the banking union, cal- 
culates that nearly 3.000 high-street 
brancheshave been dosed in the last 
six years, leaving just over 10 , 000 at 
the end of last year. 

• And almost all the major banks - 


NatWest, Midland, Lloyds TSB and 
Barclays - plan to close more 
branches in the yeare ahead. The Co- 
operative Bank is going one stage fur- 
ther, dosing all its branches and 
replacing them with “tardis" booths 


in which customers will communicate 
with managers via television screens. 

The banks argue that they are dos- 
ing branches because this is what cus- 
tomers want Customers want bank 
via the telephone, not just for en- 


quiries but to pay bills and alter di- 
rect debits. They want to bank out- 
side office hours and importantly, 
they want the service to be cheap. 

The industry is also becoming 
more competitive with retailers such 


The City’s traditional money men to go 


An old City tradition will disappear early next yetu; when 
the Bank of England abolishes the last formal privi- 
leges of a seven-strong band of discount houses, in the 
biggest reform of the money markets for more than a 
century, writes Peter Rodgers. 

The discount houses are banking intermeifiaries used 
by the Bank of England since at least thelate-19th cen- 
tury to control interest rates set by the big dealing banks. 
They operate a specialist market at the heart of the Chy. 

The discount bouse brokers kept 19 die tradition of 
visiting the Bank of England in silk top hats unto as 


recently asl992, when business was switched entirely 
to the telephone and the top hats were shelved. 

Under reforms amumneed yesterday, the Bank of Eng- 
land will open tip (he short-term sterling money markets 
to dozens of banks, buBdiiQ societies and securities firms, 
of UK and continental ownership. The discount houses 
wiD have to fight to survive against the new competition. 

The Bank said the new system would bring the set- 
ting of sterling interest rates into line with techniques 
expected lobe adopted for tteemo after monetary union. 
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as Sainsbuiy offering hanking services 
and building societies planning to be- 
come banks 100 . 

“They are under pressure to de- 
liver cost efficient services." Mr 
Shannon said. He warned, though, 
that the closure of branches in small 
towns could cause a conflict of in- 
terest for the one hank, say, re- 
maining on the high street. This is 
because the one bank could be han- 
dling all the accounts of the busi- 
nesses in the town. 

Not all of the rise in complaints 
in banks was due to efficiency drives. 
Mr Shurman said 32 per cent of ibe 
complaints received were about 
mortgages and lending compared 
with only S3 per cent in 19S9, when 
be first became Ombudsman. In 
contrast, complaints about cash ma- 


chines were ti.5 percent o! the total 
compared with 36 per cent in 1 *» 2 . 

Mr Shurman is recommending 
that the "Code of Banking Practice" 
be changed to require bunks to give 
customers a “reason why" letter to 
explain why they have been recom- 
mended 10 take out a particular type 
of mortgage. 

Of the complaints made, just 73b 
were accepted for full investigation 
because of a greater willingness by 
banks to resolve complaints by agree- 
ment and because complainants 
have not always exhausted the hank's 
internal procedures when they ap- 
proach the Ombudsman. 

The smallest compensation award 
was £15 while the highest was 
£56,74fl. But because the Ombuds- 
man had to turn some large com- 
plaints away during the year. Mr 
Shurman wants the jursdication of 
the office increased from £ 100.000 
to £150,000. 


and it’s goodbye, too, to 
the Man from the Pru 


CKff ord German 

The Man From the Pru, one of 
the most enduring features of 
the financial-services industry, 
and better known until a gen- 
eration ago to millions of work- 
ing-class families than the bank 
or building-society manager, 
may well be retired. 

Collecting monthly insur- 
ance premiums from door to 
door in all wEathezs is now larao- 
consuming, inefficient and ex- 
pensive. Salesmen earn 
substantial salaries; and are no 
longer willing to travel from 
door to door equipped with a 
bicycle and a battered brown at- 
tachfi case. In many areas col- 
lecting cash from door to door 
is downright dangerous. 

It is now much more efficient 


to collect premiums electroni- 
cally from a bank or building- 
society account, and the costs of 
operating policies after de- 
ducting the salesman's com- 
mission now swallow an 
excessively large proportion of 
the premiums. Zn a cost and 
competition conscious world 
where insurance providers are 
obliged to show the charges they 
take out of insurance finds, and 
they are increasing^ judged by 
their skills in building up cash 
values, the traditional door to 
door sales methods are in- 
creasingly poor value. 

Hie Co-op now employs the 
largest direct salesforce, with 
5,800 door to door agents. The 
Prudential, which was the 
largest single provider of in- 
dustrial life policies, no longer 


sells casb ccTecdon policies, but 
still employs 1,250 salesmen 
and women to go round col- 
lecting premiums on existing 
policies. 

Most policy-holders now 
have bank or building society ao 
counts, but many families have 
more than one policy with dif- 
ferent maturity dates to meet 
specific needs. An estimated 45 
million policies are still in exis- 
tence, and provide a lifeline for 
families who regard an insur- 
ance policies as the traditional 

occasions and buying ^^as- 
surance to hdp cushion ibe joss 
of a bread-winner. 

Until now however it has 
been impossible to change the 
method of payment while main- 
taining an existing policy. New 


government proposals will 
make It possible for policy- 
holders to pay by direct debit or 
standing order and to pay at less 
frequent intervals. Insurance 
companies which operate in- 
dustrial life policies would also 
be permitted to pool their in- 
dustrial life policy funds with 
other policy premiums and 
manage them more efficiently. 

Policy-holders who still pre- 
fer to have their premiums col- 
lected will not be obliged to alter 
their payments, but the changes 
are expected to lead 10 a sharp 1 
drop in the number of new poli- 
cies sold and a fall in the num- 
bers of salesmen employed. | 
But the man from the Pru does i 
not necessarily face red un dan- 
' cy, a spokesman said. Most will 
be redeployed in office work. 


Budget problem. 
Finance solution. 
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Curry is not so hot as the 
British stick to pub grub 

Ian Burrell In Bristol, widely regarded as Most skilled manual workers 

a cosmopolitan city, 61 per cent (57 per cent) and junior white 

-rhe television schedules may be of the population admit to shim- collar workers (55 per cent )also 
full of programmes teaching ex- ning foreign restaurants. In fte- shunned foreign food. Even 
otic cookery secrets, magazines ston. where there is a wide among professionals there was 
minht cany features on celebri* choice of tandoori cooking, 51 a sizeable minority (22 per 
tvehefs and describe cookery as per cent ofpeople never partake cent) who hadnotviated an eih- 
the “new rock'n’roll", but this ofiL Or of any other ethnic food, nic restaurant forat least a year, 
is just the gloss on the chicken Professor Alan V&rde, who The favoured locations for a 

in asoic- the sad- truth is that headed the research team, said; meal out remain the pub or the 
Britain's food revolution has to- “There is a sufficiently high lev- old-fashioned tea shop, 
taliv passed half the country by. el of abstention from foreign Michael Bany, host of the 
A two-year study by re- foods, and an enduring popti- BBCs Food and Drink pro- 
re hers at the University of larily of the English public gramme, said much of today’s 
r -ulcaster found (hat 45 per cent house in the provinces at least, pnbgnib originated from cwr- 
rtfRrirons had not eaten a sin- to suggest that exotic tastes seas. "Lasagne, moussaka, chilli 
ale meal in an Indian, Chinese, are still far from thoroughly exm came and afl those mb ced- 
ftniian or any other restaurant diffused among the British pop- meat based dishes from around 
™fne foreign cuisine in the ulation.” the world now tend to be tak- 

1 vmt Researchers interviewed ea for granted'asExglisb food," 

Pvcn the cheaper prices of a more than 1^00 people in Lon- he said. 

.otMwav could not tempi the don, Bristol and Preston about In the study, Indian restau- 
IShui of 2? per cent of the their eating-out habits. The rants were usedby 33 per cent 
SSnon who said they had' findings show that the working ofit^ondehis, Italian by 31 per 
Shrrnevertriedoaedrhadnot dass in particular has shown ^ 'oent,«ndChmeseby29percem. 
inncbcd one for at least a year, marked disinterest in the influx The. rapid growth and in- 
\VWle the chatter in Kens- of mteraational cuisme. ■ - creasing variety#! international 
-JJL. is about the relative . More than two-thirds (68 cuismeis bemgsupported by a 
mfriS of tempura at the near- per cent) of semi-skilled and un- dedirated hardcore of mainly 
^ or Gang Penang skilled manual workers said middle-class “foodies". 

55* a t a favounte Thai they avoided “ethnic 7 ' restart The Lancaster researchers 
~Tl!L m uch of the rest of the. rants. Only 4 per cent said drey found that 34 per cent of pnv 
“ fa still resolutely tuck-' had eaten in all four categories fesaonab had eaten in all four 
■TTfrun the dasie British “meat (Indian, Chinese, Italian and categories of ethnic restaurant 
JJnarooveg’V other ethnic) in the past year, m the past year. 
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a sizeable minority (22 per 
cent) who had notviated an eth- 
nic restaurant for at least a year. 

The favoured locations for a 
meal out remain the pub or the 
old-fashioned tea shop, 

Michael Bany, host of the 
BBCs Food and Drink pro- 
gramme, said much of today’s 
pub grub originated from over- 
seas. “Lasagne, moussaka, chilli 
con came and all those minced- 
meat based dishes from around 
the world now tend to be tak- 
en for grantedasa^lisb /bod," 
he said. . 

In the study, In dian restau- 
rants were used by 33 per cent 


The research, to be pub- 
lished early next year, showed 
that foodies are likely to have 
been educated at selective or 
private school, be aged be- 
tween 30-49, and have parents 
from the professional classes. 

Most of them live in London, 
which has the greatest variety of 
ethnic restaurants and where 70 
per cent of respondents had 
tried at least one foreign restau- 
rant. 

“If learned acceptability of 
ethnic food, or its frequent 
consumption, is an indicator 
of rodtrealtm afam, then its ex- 
tent is stffl limited,” Professor ! 
Warde said . 1 

He concluded that there was 
still “widespread _ conservatism 
in taste among the English 
population”. Pass the chips. 
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Albert Hall premiere with spots on 




‘planned a Dunblane’ 





A man's machete attack on in- 
fanes having a teddy bears* pic- 
nic had “copy-cat" elements in 
common with Thomas Hamil- 
ton's murders at Dunblane, a 
court heard yesterday. 

' Three children, aged be- 
tween three and four, and four 
a duJ is were injured in Horrett 
Campbell’s rampage at St 
Luke's Church of England in- 
fants school in Blakenhall, 
Wolverhampton, on 8 July. 

Campbell, 33. of VDiiers 
House, a tower block over- 
looking the playground of the 
school, pleads not guilty to sev- 
en charges of attempted mur- 
der. He has admitted causing 
grievous bodily harm with intent 
and one charge of attempting to 
cause grievous bodily harm. 

Richard Wakerley QC, for 
the prosecution, told Stafford 
Crown Court that police found 
two newspaper cuttings at-, 
tacbed to the wall in his flat, one 
about Michael Bryant, who 
killed 35 people in Tasmania, 
and the other about Hamilton. 

His attack had other simil arities 
with theirs. 

Those injured by Campbell 
were Ahmed Malek, three, 
Rhena Chopra and Francesca 
Quin tyne- Peart, both four, 
Rhena's mother Surinder 
Chopra, Azra Rafiq, Wendy 
Willing: on, all 29, and Lisa 
Potts, 21, a teacher. 

Mr Wakerley said a class of 
20 children were in a grass 
area at the side of the school 


Copy-cat elements in nursery attack, jury told 


Horrett Campbe&k Hid hi flat 

having a teddy bears’ picnic that 
afternoon. 

Campbell left his flat carry- 
ing a light bag which held a ma- 
chete, a large knife and a 
washing-up liquid bottle con- 
taining petrol. There were two 
bars wrth sponges attached 
which could be used, he said, as 
“a sort of fire bomb”. 

He went up to Azra Rafiq and 
Surinder Kaur, and struck them 
on the head from behind. 

He then ran towards anoth- 
er mother, Wendy WQlington, 
waiting with her young child. 
Mrs Waiingtaa threw herself on 
the ground, covering her child. 
Campbell struck her on the 
head, causing serious injuries. 

Miss Potts began shepherd- 


ing the children into the sdiooL 
Campbell went towards her, 
striking out at Ahmed Malik, 
leaving him with deep Jacera- 
tionsLo the arm audio the head. 
His skull was fractured. 

Campbell then struck out at 
Rhena Kaur- Chopra, daughter 
of Surinder, slicing her across 
the side of her face. 

Miss Potts was still bringing 
children inside. Mr \%kerley 
said to the jury; "You may well 
be astonished by the courage of 
that young girl as she could so 
easily have dot that door, gone 
further inside to find help, gone 
to her headmistress.” 

Mr Wakerley continued: 
“She then realised young chil- 
dren were still outside with this 
man waving die machete and 
she went out again. She com- 
pletely, you may think, disre- 
garded her own safety. 

“But for her action this 
tragedy could have been so 
much worse. She went back out- 
side the school as the children 
dung to her. She pushed some 
of diem back inside and gath- 
ered others up in her arms.” 

But Campbell approached 
and struck her with his machete 
on her head, back, and arms. Mr 
Wakerley added: “Notwith- 
standing that, she continued to 
drag the other little children 
back to school into the doorway 
and pulled it hard to dose it." 


Campbell struck out at 
Francesca Quin tyne with his 
machete. Her jaw was frao- 
tured and part of her ear cut off. 

He returned to his flat, fight- 
ing two small fires in the cower 
block as a diversion. He re- 
mained hidden in the block un- 
til the next day, when he was 
arrested. 

Mr Whkerley said the jury 
might decide lie was menially 
unbalanced during the attarfc. 

He added: "But we suggest 
that the true gestionis not why 
be did it but in striking these 
people did he intend to kill 
them? If that intent was to kill, 
then it is attempted murder.” 

In police interviews Campbell 
described how he had thought 
about the attack for up to a 
month before. 

Mr Whkeriey added: “He 
thought that the school had 
turned against him because 
young children had jeered at 
him when he walked past." 

Mr Whkeriey added: “He 
told the police that he thought 
both Hamilton and Biyant had 
been misunderstood by soci- 
ety... They had been driven to 
do what they did, namely in- 
discriminately kill others, just 
as he had been driven to do 
what he did. There are ele- 
ments of copy-cat here, are 
there not?" 

The trial continues. 
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Dog's fife: Restarting Disney's cartoon classics, wttti real people and animals could regenerate the entire back catalogue 


There are times when 


you really 

appreciate a coffee. 
Like when you’ve 
spent ten months 
learning 


how to make it. 





You'd think I'd hate making 
coffee; after practising 
day in. day out. But when 
cerebral palsy affects your 
movement, you appreciate 
everything you can do, 
no matter how mundane 
it may seem. Scope knows 
this. So they encouraged 
me at! the way. By calling 
them on 0800 62$ 216 
they could help you to 
help yourself too. 

Scope 

res r-:o?u with C:h=bhal i'alsy 

Formerly The Spastics Society 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

What do you do when everyone Iras seen tee ang- 
inal movie? fbu release the film on video natu- 
rally, and IT you’re fun-loving Whit Disney you 
let tt be blown Crnefla De VTI -style that you had 
better boy it quickly as it might be witiidrawn 
at any moment. 

And when all the tinies have been given tbeir 
101 Dalmatians video for Christmas? You release 
the film again, only this time with real people, 
and genuine canines. 

Whoever had this profit-maximising idea 
should be rising rapidly up the Disney corpo- 
ration. 

The scope is endless. Sixty years of movies to 
re-shoot with Hollywood’s finest and a forest of 
wannabe animals- Gwyneth Paltrow as Snow 
White, with Danny De Vho leading the seven 
dwarf?? Genuine deer fo r Ban abi, with a gaest 
appearance from Prince Wtifiam playing the 
hunter perhaps? 1 

As if teal stars and real dogs were , not 
enough, Disney also announced that last night's 
premiere at the Royal Albert Hall, attended by 
Glam Close, Jeff Daniels, Joe^y Richardson and 
the rest of the cast, was the first of their “Event 
Movies". 

By the term Event, theymeant that the Albert 
Hall was being used for a film premiere for the 
first time since 1927 and Charlie Chaplin’s The 
Gold Rush - and not the Ihct that Mkk J agger 
and Jerry HaO attended together. 

As part of “The Event”, the £60m movie was 
followed by a thaned party; held with no great 
thematic significance at the Royal Geographi- 
cal Society but with a catwalk show (catwalk per- 
haps not the perfect thane for the ultimate doggy 
movie) with models showing off dalmatian ont- 


fits designed by Vivienne Westwood, Katherine 
Hamnett et aL 

The fihn has already broken box office records 
in America, or at least one uniquely American 
box-office record. It is the biggest Thanksgiving 
movie of all time, amassing $46m over the five 
day holiday last month. 

It may nsber in a new era in Britain too. 
Seeing a movie at die Royal Albert Hall with 
its rows of private boxes showed that there 
could be a future in watching movies with a 
group of friends or contacts, drinking and 
eating all the while. The age of corporate 
cinema could he upon ns. 


■ Chief 200 dalrnaOans were used in .the ' 

mhfdhg of, tHq Tivp action' film:" * 

■ Wfferi bom; the puppies do reappear to 
have^spots at aH,tftey are all "white: The first 
;sppts;are'n6t obvtous 'untll TO days/old. y _ 

■ 6,469,952 Wack spots were drawn by 
Disney animators for thfil^l^t^rtoori. " 

■ Adalmafiarts skin is pink with btuish- 
black spots which correspond to its coaL 

: ■ An adult .will grow to BOIbs and 24 to 25 
litthes tail ert the shoulder. . 

.toAbdutonein tan suffers from deafness - a 
.disaWl.tor cwir*tted with theirwhite coats. ; 

■TsUcknames: English coach dog, firehouse 
dog, plum-pudding dcg.. r and spotted dick. 
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The only 
* passengers 
now arriving 
on Eurostar: 
Mrs Marvel 
Crumpacker 
. and daughter 



Champagne reception: Denise Bouwres (left) and Marvel Crumpacker, from Indlania, US, the first passengers on Eurostar since the fire 17 days ago Photograph: AP 


lam Burrell 

The first Eurostar passenger ser- 
vice to run since the Channel 
1 imnel fire arrived in Paris yes- 
terday, 15 minutes late and 
carrying only four passengers. 

The 5J>0am from London 
Waterloo left on time with 13 
train crew and 10 reporters, but 
not a angle paying passenger on 
its 800 sods. 

' It was not until the-scheduled 
stop at Ashford in Kent that 
Mrs Marvel Crumpacker. 58, a 
tourist from Fort Wayne, Indi- 
ana, and her pregnant daugh- 
ter, Denise Bouwers. 35, 
climbed on board fora day-trip 
to Paris. Eurostar staff prompt- 
ly rushed forward with a bottle 
of champagne to help them 
celebrate. A somewhat bewil- 
dered Mis Crumpacker said: “I 
was surprised when we arrived 
at Ashford station and it was so 
* empty. We thought it would be 
busy. We are going home to- 
morrow and this was our last 
chance to go to Paris. Friends 
booked us tickets on Monday 
but we couldn't go. We didn r t 
realise this was the first train." 

The journey held no fear for 
them, said her daughter. “We 
don’t feel nervous at aD," she 
said. "yfeVe beard a lot about 
Eurosiar in the States and I 
saw it in the film Mission fm- 
pooablf. Aftera 30-minute jour- 
ney through the tunnel, the 
trail picked up two more pas- 
sengers at Calais. There was no 
sign of any damage from last 
month’s disastrous fire which 
caused millions of pounds 
worth of damage and forced one 
of the two tunnels to dose for 
extensive repairs. The train 
was, however, obliged to drop 
its speed from lOOmph to 
60mph as it travelled through 
the undamaged tunnel in the 
area of the fire. Eurostar 
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daimed that the lack of pas- 
sengers was because safety of- 
ficials only agreed at 6pm on 
Tuesday for passenger services 
to restart People had not had 
a chance to book, it was said. 

Fiona McCallum, 33, the 
train rrmnagg r, fhaf sho hurt 
never known such a scarcity of 
customers. “We usually have 
about 200 passengers, mostly 
business people, cm this tram," 
she complained. 

Eurostar spokesman Roger 
Harrison said trains had to run 
regardless of the number of 
passengers to ensure rolling 
stock and crew were in the 
right place to meet timetable 
commitments. Mr Harrison said 
that he expected more people 
to be using services later. 

As Mrs Crumpacker and the 
other three passengers arrived 
at the Gare du Nord station in 
Paris, they were greeted with the 
sight of ranks of police and sol- 
diers armed with automatic 
weapons and knives, who had 
been drafted in after TUesday 
night’s attack on the Paris un- 
derground. 'Bains are expected 
to ran up to half-an-hour late 
while repairs are undertaken to 
damaged trade. Full Channel 
Unmet services may not ran for 
as long as five months. 

.Eurotunnel co-chairman, 
Robert Maipas, said that work 
on repairing ffie fire-hit section 
of the tunnel would take “three 
to five months", and that when 
passenger shuttle trains start 
running again next Tuesday, 
the company will have about 
two-thirds of a normal service 
going through the tunnel. 

Both Mr Maipas and Eu- 
rostar UK deputy chairman, 
Adam Mills, strongly refuted 
suggestions that their companies 
were putting profits before safe- 
ty in recommencing Channel; 
Tunnel services. 


Payments 

scandal 

reaches 

president 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 


AnIRflO.OOOcont rfl jgtiontotfae 
Irish labour Party for the 1990 
PnsadentiddecticQacampBjgnof 
Mary Robinson was among the 
numerous political contributions 
made by supermarket group 
Dunnes Stores, it was disclosed 
yesterday. 

Reports daim that a total of 
12 pontiaans and different par- 
ties received payments totalling 
ER£5m (£5-0Q5m) when the firm 
was being ran by Ben Dunne, 
who was ousted as chai rm a n in 
1993 after a drugs and sex scan- 
dal Tfe labour Party confirmed 

the payment-yesterday, fo&cwiog 

reports that Dunnes payments 
went beyond these to transport 
minister Michael Lowiy who re- 
signed last Saturday. 

A former Flanna R2 minis- 
ter, dubbed simply “You Know 
Who" in yesterday’s newspaper 
headlines, has so far declined to 
respond to calls from hs own par- 
ty to explain the ULQ.lm pay- 
ments he received from Donnes. 
The payments were detailed in 
an accountants’ report after un- 
usual cheque payments were 
noted after Mr Dunne’s depar- 
ture. 

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
Dick Spring, spoke with a mem- 
ber of the Dunnes family yes- 
terday and said afterwards: 
“They [Dunnes] want to co-op- 
erate in every way posable to 
clear up these matters. They un- 
derstand the pall of suspicion 
over the body politic because of 
these allegations.” He added: 
“It's an appalling situation that 
reflects very badly on the body 
politic. It is in every poKtidan’s 
Interest tha t the information 

now being spoken abort in the 
back of the W is put into the 
public domain where it can be 
dealt with." 
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Intel Pentium 100MHz Processor 
8Mb RAM (expandable to 24Mb) 
810Mb Hard Disk Drive 

• 10.4* STN Colour Display 

• PCI Graphics with 1 Mb 
Video RAM 

• Optical Trackball Mouse 

• 1.44Mb Diskette Drive 

• 2 x Type II PCMCIA Slots 

• Full Size Keyboard with LED 
Status Panel 

• Slim Design with Detachable 
Handle 

• Pre-Installed MS Windows *95 
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Telephone 
■ SO number memory. 


Model RELATE 180. 
(Wedgwood Blue) 
Was SUE. 

100 FABE 
■XMimriES* ' 


£24. 
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IPhwaPfama i 

■ Last number 

■ Hinge* onaff 
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Modern. 
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Model 109048 
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BINATONE - 

Cordless Phone W 

■ intercom facility between bow and 
handset. 

■ 8 channel auto-wanning for 
tmp wi w d reception. 

■ 9 number memory CURRYS PRICE 
a Las number reduL — ^ » 

■ Mute button. ■» 

RSff"‘ (hHoq 

BT MINUTES* 


MOTOROLA 

Mobile Phone 

■ Up to 120 minutes 
talktime/48 hours 
standby time. 

■ 30 name and 
number memory. 

■ Battery and signal 
strength indicators. 

Model A1 30. 

200 FREE BT 


Line rental usually £14.99 
per month. Package line 
rental equivalent to only 
£7.50 per month. 

CURRYS PACKAGE PRICE 


DANCALL 



£99.99 


When you connect to CeUnefs £99J9 tariff. Subject to status. 


Sony Mobile Phone 

Up to 90 minutes talktimefld hours standby. 
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Digital Mobile Phone 

■ Up to 75 minutes talWme/ 
30 tan standby time. 

■ 99 alphanumeric memories. 
■Any key answer. 

■ 9 one-touch speed 
dial memories. 

■ SMSUata compatible. 
Model HP2711. 

200 FREE BT MINUTES* 


Line rental usually £17.99 
per month. Package line 
rental equivalent to 
£10 per month. 

CURRYS PACKAGE PRICE 
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■ up to i00 metre MMilil If «rJ3 
. range. 

■ fD number memory 

■ Out of range warning. 

Model Freestyle 80. 
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■ Remote access 1 

■ CaO xiccnmq P 

fadfity- I 

■ Memo faculty 
Model 220 



man™ 

{19s9 


Model 7500 


10 


BINATONE 


CORDLESS PHONE WITH 
DIGITAL ANSWER MACHINE 



BT Telephone/ 

Answering Machine 

■ 10 number memory. 

■ Remote access facility, 

■ Las number redtaL CURRYS PRICE 

■ can monitoring. m jg± 

Modd RESPONSE 100. ilfl 

Was £5939. 100 pflNAA 
FREE BT MINUTES* 
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Ans wer Machine 

■ Dareftimc stamp. 

■ Remote access H|P*H 

fadfity K1 f/J 

■ Call scree rung. MMiCwl 

Model SOLO plus. 

W» £34.99. 100 FREE BT MMUtES* 
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D1ALATRON 

Digital Answering Madrino 


■ Fully digital - no 
need for tones. 

■ Dme/Hnw sumo. 

■ Remote Keen 
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BINATONE 

Cordless Phone with Digital 
Answer Machine 

■ Ramped ringing for cordless 
handset. 

■ Low battery warning. 

■ Base battery back-up. 

■ Last number redial. 

■ Mercury button. 

■ Remote access to messages. 

■ Message indicator. 

■ 14 minutes recording time. 

■ Call screening facility. 

Model AIRUNK 800. 
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Machine 

■ 51 number memory. 

■ Copy facility and 

paper cutter. m 

Model HFOO. f 
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doisal fins for soup, oil from 
their large livers, skm, cartilage 
and meat all grow, says the doc- 
ument from Traffic, the Cam- 
bridge-based wildlife trade 
monitoring organisation. 

•_ Yet there are no interna- 
tional agreements between 
countries setting limits on the 
catches, and the monito ring of 
the numbers caught is very 
poor. Traffic puts the figure at 
somewhere between 30 million 
and 70 million a year. 

Most of the slaughter is ac- 
cidental, with the predators 
caught up in nets put out for 
other fish. Bat share's fin is re- 
garded as a delicacy in some 
countries and trade has more 
than doubled in the 15 years up 


The great white shark is the largest 
predatory fish. It grows up to 15ft in 
length and weighs up to 1,7001b. . 

At least 1,000 people are killed 
annually by sharks, 70-80 per cent of 
them off the coast of Africa, South 
America and Asia, Waters around 
Australia are especially dangerous; 
since 1898 at least 420 people have 
died there after being attacked. 



to 1995. The fin trade centres 
on Hong Kong, where a bowl of 
shade’s fin soup can cost up to 
£60, while the fins themselves 
can sell for more than £300 a 
kilo. The colony also imports 
and exports them from and to 
dozens of countries. 

Sharks can easily be over- 
exploited because they are not 
prolific breeders and grow slow- 
ly. This autumn, several shade 
species - there are nearly 400 
in all - were added to the offi- 
cial Red List of threatened an- 
imals. These include the huge 
basking shark, a plankton 
feeder which swims close in- 


Police raid 
home of 


gun-lobby 


campaigner 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


ftolice have seized more than 
200 weapons and 30,000 bullets 
from the home and business of 
one of Britain’s leading pro-gun 
campaigners. 

Richard Law, the outspo- 
ken secretary of the Shooters’ 
Rights Association, which has 
been figfiting to reverse a-goy-. 
eminent BDfto ban most hand- 
guns, was arrested by 
investigating officers and later 
released on bail 

It emerged afterwards that 
Mr Law had his gun licence re- 
voked by the Metropolitan Po- 
lice in 1983 after he was caught 
canying two revolvers at a mar- 
ket in London. 

Mr Law yesterday accused 
the police of a “classic harass- 
ment campaign aimed at dis- 
rupting his organisation's 
attempts to defeat the Firearms 
Bill currently going through 
Parliament 

Six police officers confiscat- 
ed all Mr Law’s weapons on 
Tuesday from his gun shop and 
home at Llanerchymeudwy I> 
wyn drain in Dyfed Powys, west 
Wales. Weapons, including pis- 
tols, rifles, shotguns and swords, 
worth up to £100,000 were tak- 
en during the operation on his 
Home Office-approved firing 
range and dealership. ■_ 

Among the guns were a col- 
lection for export to Prance. Un- 
der the Firearms Bill handguns 
must be sold to foreign dealers 
or destroyed by the police for 
compensation. There is concern 
that vast numbers of firearms 
held in Britain will be trans- 
ferred to Europe and the US. 

Police also revoked his gun 

and gun-dealing licences and the 


for his wife Elizabeth and shot- 
gun certificate for his daughter 
Helen. The police argue that 
the family are not fit and prop- 
er people to hold firearms li- 
cences. Mr Law will appeal 
against that decision in court 
A computer, files and li- 
cences relating to Mr Law’s 


work as a gun dealer and 
firearms expert witness were 
also taken, he said. 

Mr Law, 44, whose wife 
planned at one point to stand 
as a gun-lobby candidate at 
Dunblane in the general elec- 
tion, said he had been served 
notice revoking licences for 
weapons in his annouzy.. . 

His premises were searched 
try 24 officers ahdjbie' was ar- I 
rested three hours later in con- 
nection -frith another incident 
before being bailed to return on 
10 February to his local police 
station. The police had re- 
moved a number of firearms 
from bis business about a 
month ago. 

Mr Law said yesterday: “This 
looks to me like old fashioned 
harassment There is a con- 
nection that this happened the 
day before the report stage of j 
the Firearms B3L V He said he ! 
had licences for all of the 
weapons seized. 

“They were looking for a way 
of dosing us down. Which they 
have succeeded in doing. With- 
out the tools of my trade I will 
be signing on the dole today.” 

He confirmed that he had his 
licence revoked while living in 
London and had been prose- 
cuted in court, but argued it was 
a nfisundexslandjiig and au “oc- 
cupational hazard”. 

The Shooters’ Rights Asso- 
ciation has led opposition to the 
.Dunblane parents’ calls for a 
complete hahdgan ban. 

Anri Pearston of the Snow- 
drop Campaign, which wants to 
ban all firearms, welcomed the 
raid, and said: “It seems quite 
justified that , he has had his 
licences revoked. 1 jiist hope he 
doesn't get them back on ap- 
peal” i 

A spokesman for Dyfed 
Powys police denied there was | 
an y camp aign against Mr Law. i 
A statement sai± “As a result, ! 
a number of firearms and deal- , 
er-rekted cert ificates connected I 
with the premises have been re- 1 
voiced and all weapons and am- 
munition at the premises have 
■been removed by the police.” 


Win Seven Seas GLA Supplements 


Seven Seas Evening Primrose 
Oil plus Starflower oil or 
Seven Seas Pure Starfkwer Oil 
are ideal to help counteract the 
symptoms of PMS, menopause, 
and skin problems, as well as 
for ceneral good health and 
wellbeing. it's 4* 
linolenic acid (GLA) m these 
oils that gives such positive 
health benefits. Every woman 
floods to find the level of GLA 
best suits her individual 
needs and Ms & wh Y Sewn 
g ej s. experts in . vitamin 

supplementation, produce « 

comprehensive «mge of GLA 

supplements. Wv* 
beautifully crafted compacts 
oh® two packs of Seven Sow 
Once-a-day _500 -mg Pm* 
stvflower 03 capsules, worth, 
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£40 per pack, to &r e BWa F T< * 
'alter, simply dial the number 
below, answer the two 
questions on line and leave 
your details. So call 


shore around Britain in the 
summer, and the largest of the 
fish- and man-eating sharks, 
the great white. Both of these 
species are categorised as “vul- 
nerable"- the least-threatened 
level on the Red List, Four 
species of sawfish, which are 
relatives of the shark, and four 
shark species are classed as 
endangered, or critically en- 
dangered. 

Tie government of the Isle 
of Man has officially asked the 


. British Governments apply to 
have the basking shark listed 
under the Cites treaty, the in- 
ternational agreement which 
seeks to control or ban the trade 
in endangered wildlife. 

Dozens of the huge, harmless 
fish, which can weigh several 
tonnes, arrive in the waters of 
the Irish Sea around the island 
in the summer, but local laws 
prevent them from being caught 
within the island's 12-mile lim- 
it. They are killed for the large. 


quantities of 63 in their liver. 
The Government has not yet 
decided whether to apply for a 
Ches listing. 

“There’s a desperate need for 
basic information to assess the 
threat posed by the global 
trade," said Steven Broad, dir- 


ector of Tkaffic, which is part 
funded by the World wide 


funded by the World wide 
Fund for Nature. “What we do 
know is that the trade is vast .. . 
and most fisheries are unman- 
aged and unmoutored.” 



Taking the baft; The great whfte shark is now on the Red Ust of threatened species 


She can't 


afford for the 


business to 




come crashing 


down while 


she's away. 


Servers are often at the heart of an 


organisation’s IT operations and an ever- 
increasing dependence is being placed on their 
reliability. Whether they are used for 
applications, databases or networks, server 
reliability is essential. 

This is something Fujitsu - one of the 
world’s largest computer companies - fully 
understands, and has used its global experience 
and technological know-how to produce a 
range of advanced servers to meet the needs of 
organisations large or small. The models may 
come in different shapes, sizes, and even 
colours, but reliability comes as standard. 


For more information 




please telephone FUJITSU iCL 
Computers on 0345 123 555 . 
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Fujitsu i-serfes servers aU use Intel Pentium® processors. 
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Eurostar. 

Back 


Now that the Intergovernmental Commission has given 
approval for the re-opening of the Channel Tunnel for passenger 
trains. Eurostar is delighted to announce the return of services to 
Paris, Brussels, Lille and Disneyland* Paris. 

Although we can return to a schedule of 20 trains daily, 
operational constraints haye '•.* required slight revisions in our 
timetable. f^r ^^mpie; : ff you were booked on the 05.08 from 
Waterloo, your new departure time is 05.50. See below for your 
new train time. 


with 20 
trains 
daily. 


PARIS 

Prev. '•* 

Ifew ’ 

Orig. Waterloo 

New Waterloo 

New Ashford 

Train No. 

Train No. 

departure 

departure 

departure 

EiOB 

%.i£Q7§ : i- 


05.50 

06.53 

9002 

-<9004 ' 

06.19 


07.57 

9006 

9008 

07.23 

07.53 

08.53 

9010 

9012 

. 08.23 

08.57 

09.57 

9012 

9012 

08.53 


09.57 

9018 

. 9016 

10.23 

09.53 

- 

9024 . 

9024 

11.57 

11.57 

12.57 

9028 

9028 

12.53 

12.53 

13.53 

9032 

•9032 

13.57 

13.57 

- 

- 

9036 

- 

14.57 


9038 

9040 

15.23 

15,53 

- 

9042 

9044 

16.23 

16.48 

17.57 

9046 

9048 

17.15 

17.48 


9048 

- 9048 

17.48 

17.48 

- 

. 9052 

9052 

18.53 

18.57 

19.57 



BRUSSELS 


Pre4. : / 

New 

Png. Waterloo . 

New Waterloo 

New Ashford*. 

Train Mo. 

Train No. 

departure 

departure 

departure 

-9110 . 

9110 

06.53 

06.53 

07.53 

9116 

9118 

08.27 . 

08.53 

09.53 

.9120 

9186 

09.27 

09.57 

10.57 

9124 

9130 

10.27 

11.53 

12.53 

9132 

9142 

12.27 

14.53 


9140 

9142 

14.23 

14.53 

- 

9152 

9152 

17.19 

17.19 

- 

9156 

9158 

18.27 

18.53 

19.54 


Average journey times are extended by 20-30 mins, however a small number of 
trains to Brussels may have extended journey times of up to 45 mins. 

*13.27 travellers from Ashford, now travel on the 19.54 from Ashford. 


We have endeavoured to allow passengers holding tickets 
to travel at the closest time possible to their original scheduled 
departure times. However, should this not be convenient for 
customers, a full refund will gladly be given. 

Eurostar would like to take this opportunity to thank ail 
our customers for their patience and loyalty over the past weeks. 



evtrostcir 


For information on Sunday departures and 
Disneyland* Paris services, please call 0345 30 30 30 

Or see TELETEXT P.361 

Our Internet Site http://WWW.eurostar.com/eurostar/ 
The Talking timetable 0990 13 44 94* 

Or our Faxback Service 0660 600 600* 

(Just dial from the handset of your fax machine to receive a timetable). 

+8am - 6pm weekdays: 7p per. minute. 6pm -12 midnight weekdays: 3p per minute. 
Weekends: 2p per minute. *49p per minute. 
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news 


Little boxes everywhere (even the cows look alike) 


John Gummer 
rails against the 

monotonous 
condition of a 
too-neat Britain 


Stephen Goo (twin 

Heritage Correspondent 

The drift to uniformity in town and 
country epitomised by the housing 
cst ?*5 home of Ford Mondeo man 
and helds of oilseed rape came un- 
der scathing attack yesterday at the 
launch of a new map charting the 

character of England. 

John Gummer, Secretary of State 
for the Environment, railed against 
the orderly and the neat, and said 
children were being left a “terrible 
legacy” by volume housebuilders. 

“If you were taken blindfold to die 
centre of most recent private devel- 
opments you would find it impossi- 
ble to know whether you were in 
Carlisle or Chatham,” Mr Gummer 
said. Any difference would not be 
due to a sense of place but “merely 
connected with the marketing strat- 
egy” of the builder. 

More biting criticism came from 
Richard Wakeford, chief executive 
of the Countryside Commission, 
one of the two government agencies 
which combined to produce the 
map. 

Decisions taken from the mar- 
ketplace and the debating chamber 
were causing a “creeping and 
insidious trend towards uniformity", 
Mr Whkeford said. 

“Modern, mass-produced housing 
. - with just a touch of the vernacu- 
lar if we are lucky - is a backdrop to 
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Mondeo land: Ibis housing development in Rochester, Kent, 
could be anywhere in the country. Even breeds of cattle are 
losing their regional identity Main photograph: David Rose 






the Ford Mondeo parked outride, by 
the cuprcssus (eykuidii hedge. Every 
high street seems to contain the same 
stores. 

“In the countryside, the colours of 
cows now give no clue as to where 


they are munching: the crops that are 
planted owe more to Brussels than 
to our regional differences in Eng- 
land. We are losing our diversity . 

Lincoln Reds are almost a rare 
breed now in the fields of their na- 


tive Lincolnshire. And other cattle 
with county associations, such as the 
Hereford, are going the same way. 

The map, produced by the com- 
mission and English Nature at a cost 
of about £100,000 each, ignores 


county boundaries and divides the 
country into 159 areas with a com- 
mon wildlife, landscape, and to 
some extent, cultural characteristics. 

Some areas, such as the South 
Downs, Fens or New Forest might 


be thought to be readily identifiable 
without a map. Bui the agencies 
point to others such as the Southern 
Magnesian Limestone Ridge which 
might not. It runs north from Not- 
tingham for about 100 miles yet is 
only eight miles wide. 

it is typified by rolling hills cut 
through by river gorges, more wood- 
land than surrounding areas, lime- 
stone villages and plants such as lily 
of the valley and bluebells. Tbp 
limestone is also a source of the dean 
water needed by the renowned re- 
gional breweries at Tadcaster and 
Mash am. 

Defending the map against doubts 
about its practical value, the agency 
heads maintained it would be ah im- 
portant tool in making better deci- 


Lessons for teachers 
on school security 


* 


sions about guiding landscape 
change and protecting wildlife. 
Both agencies began separate work 
on maps in 1Q94 but joined forces two 
years ago on realising the scope for 
confusion. 

Mr Gummer insisted the map was 
“not a means of getting out of the 
proper protection of special places", 
and that statutory landscape and 
habitat designations would not be 
affected. 

However, the map is likely to 
be used in formulating planning 
guidance - to help reinforce local 
identities and perhaps fire the 
“passionate sense of local loyalty" 
which Mr Gummer regretted the 
English did not share with the 
French. 




Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Teachers will be trained to deal 
with violent intruders, ministers 
promised yesterday. 

Robin Squire, the schools 
minister, said that some of the 
£66m being allocated for secu- 
rity' would be used specifically 
for the purpose. But personal 
safety advisers wanted that they 
should not be given lessons in 
self-defence. 

Experts from the Suzy Lam- 
plugh Thist. which is involved 
in a school security research 
project for the Government, 
said that training in self-defence 
could be worse than useless. 

They were speaking outride 
a national conference on school 
security held almost exactly 
a year after the murder of the 
London headmaster, Philip 
Lawrence, which led to the 
establishment of a government 
working party on school secu- 
rity. 

Tony Dickens, of the Suzy 


Lampiugh Trust, said: “The 
message is about awareness 
and avoidance. Jt is not about 
self-defence. 

“You can get hurt if you use 
self-defence. And then there is 
the question of what is ‘rea- 
sonable’ force which you are al- 
lowed to use to defend 
yourself.” 

Instead, he said, it was bet- 
ter to train teachers in how to 
defuse aggression. Schools in 
Cumbria, for instance, used 
the strategy of sending a child 
to deliver a book to the teacher 
in the next class if either a pupil 
or parent threatened violence. 

That meant that help was 
summoned and everyone 
calmed down. 

Teachers interviewing difficult 
parents should always do so in 
a room with a glass panel and 
ensure that someone came in 
regularly to check all was WelL 

John Andrew, general sec- 
retary of the Professional As- 
sociation of Teachers, agreed 
that teachers should not be 


“brave little heroes”. And he 
added: “Part of the training has 
to be not only what to do but 
what not to do. There are cir- 
cumstances where the best 
thing to do is to walk away.” 

Gfllian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, said: 
“No one can rule out any inci- 
dent in any schooL 
■ “What all of us want to feel 
is drat we have done all we sen- 
sibly, reasonably can - while 
keeping a school a happy and 
reasonable place." 

She said the Government 
was prepared to consider 
changes in the law to give 
police any extra powers they 
might need to improve school 
security. 

Research being carried out by 
the Suzy Lampiugh Trust with 
academics at Leicester Uni- 
versity, is investigating the 
type of violent incidents which 
anse in schools. Mr Dickens said 
that be believed there was a con- 
siderable amount of under-re- 
porting. 
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% G *?|. A JPC CD-ROM 


titles in stori 


FIFA 97 


This stunning soccer 
skraiation has been 
rnproved and updated 
for 1997. 

It now features realtime 33 
graphics and truly realistic 
Motion Blended™ players. 

PC CD-ROM 
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RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


Can you survive 28 
grueling stages in the 
world's toughest test on 
wheels? There’s only one 
way to find out - get into 
the drfvrrg seat and hit 
the accelerator! 

PC CD-ROM 


£9 
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O' 


m 


is 


---2E 



i 







TOMB RAIDER 




W 
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In this 3D adventure 
Lara Craft is the afl-action 
herome on a death defying 
mission. She’s mean, 
she’s tough and she’s 
takfcig no prisoners. 

PC CD-ROM 
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MICROSOFT FLIGHT SIMULATOR 


A farewell to oaks: the native tree that symbolises our supposed 
national virtues-shength, power and endurance- is under threat. Hnmas 
phh enham has photographed his favourite examples across Britain 


Thirty' years ago 
Ken Loach made a film 
about a Liverpool 
dock workers' strike. 
This year they are on 
strike again and he has 
been back to make 
another film. The 
differences between the 
tW o are a serial histoiy of 
our times 




Party time for New York 
high society is not without 
its tiffs and tears: we tell 
the story of the Costume 
Institute Ball and the 
battle over who will be 
queen for the nigh t 
■ 

Plus: meet the lamp that 
thinks it's a diair in the 
home of the future 


Bmeriencathe aB out intensity of 


cofTxnandhg a global armed force 
m this riveting and fest-paced game 
oh modern warfare: Joseph Stafin 


and the fed A/my have risen to 

power and are storming across 
Europe: WI you choose to join 
the Rad Army or side with the 
ACed Rxces to save the 


woridfromtheRed Menace. 


■&ke flying sirmiation to 


the Srrut with this upgraded 


version of FS^it Simulator 


V5L More challenges and 


adventures with advanced 


technology, plane features 


and spectacular special 


AGetvsoft 
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news 


The phone 
rings: it 
could be 
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another 


beaten 


child or 
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Photographs: NSPCC 


an abused 


Saving the children: The Child Protection Helpline deals with 57,000 caUs a year and costs £lm to run. The pictures above were posed by models 

Clare Gamer on the NSPCC hotline where the calls come thick and fast 

child has sleeping difficulties. Is „ j n f her own. say to anvonc ‘I bud an accident 

that it?". ..“I appreciate you’re leaves 82,000 cries for help for NSPCC information, re- jects. The phone bill alone is and emotions ai Jj felt ‘like that*, or Tee pit 


daughter 


“Oh dear, yes, 1 have beeo 
busy”-. “So you’re saying the 
child has sleeping difficulties. Is 
that it?" ... “I appreciate you’re 
at the end of your tether.” -. 
“How high was the cupboard?" 

The crisis calls come thick 
and fast - more than 139,000 a 
year. “Mary” is one of a team 
of 32 telephone counsellors 
who answer as many of the calls 
as they can - 37,000 a year. That 


leaves 82,000 cries for help 
unanswered. 

A total of 7,621 of the 57,000 
Child Protection Helpline calls 
answered last year were con- 
cerning child abuse, be it sexu- 
al, physical, emotional or 
neglect. The other 49 ,379 were 
about child care —from requests 


for NSPCC information, re- 
quests for legal advice to reports 
of adult survivors of child abuse. 

On average, the helpline - 
which costs £lm a year to run 
- refers between 100 and 120 
cases each week to the social 
services, police and its own 
child protection teams and pro- 


jects. The phone bill alone is 
£90,000. 

Mary, 59, is a trained social 
worker who joined the NSPCC 
Child Protection Helpline six 
years ago. 

Tb callers, she is just an 
anonymous voice. But Maty is 
Misn a h itman being with feel- 


DOUBLE UP AT B&Q 
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SUSAN BURR 
Sales Adviser 


.1* fc 
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On Thursday 5th and 
Friday 6th December, 
you can use yourTesco 
Clubcard to collect 
double points on 
everything you buy 
at B&Q. Spend only £5 
to start earning points. 


Kk£Y 


PRICE 



Look out for many Key 
Season Price products 
around the store. 



MICHAEL CASEY 
Sales Adviser 


TODAY and TOMORROW 

Thursday & Friday 5th -6th December 
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OPENING HOURS 


Monday-Saturday: Most stores 8anv8pm. 
Sunday. Most stores England & Wales 10am-4pm 
(where permitted)- Scotland & Northern Ireland 
9am-6pm- Certain store hours may vary, 
please ‘phone your nearest store to confirm. 


YOU CAN DO IT WHEN YOU B&Q IT! 
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ings and emotions of her own. 

Spending all day listening to 
other people’s concerns has 
left Mary reluctant to speak of 
her personal affairs. “I didn’t 
blow I thought all this till I said 
it out loud to you,” she said, in- 
terrupting herself. 

“I am human. So when I pul 
the phone down, say after a 45- 
minute call. I can be quite 
moved by what the person said 
to me. I can't just pick the pieces 
up and deal with something else 
- I’ve no idea what it's going to 
be - so I gate the phone for a 
short lime while I empty my 
head a bit." 

She has been in the NSPCC 
headquarters, near Cannon 
Street tube station in London, 
since 9am. Whatever time of the 
day or night on whatever day 
of the year, the scene is the 
same. It's a timeless zone, up 
and running 24 hours a day, 365 


days a year. 

The office b unglamorous. Sa 
desks with six headsets, tele- 
phones and computers on them 
in a medium-sized room look- 


ing out on a grim, concrete car 
park. Rows oimulti-ooknired in- 
formation files for different ar- 


formation files for different ar- 
eas of the country line the far 
end of the room, above which 
is a large digital clock display- 
ing both the date and the time. 

In contrast to the predictable 
surroundings, no one knows 
what to expect when they pick 
up the phone. 

■The phone rings and it 
could be someone saying: T hear 
this child next door crying all the 
time and a lot of banging. I don’t 
want to get involved, here’s 
the address," said Mary. 

“Or you could get a mother 
who has just found out that her 
daughter has been sexually 
abused by dad. Tm just holding 
her distress and, really before 
she has realised it, realising that 
there are going to be so many 
ripples from that allegation." 

Mary listens, takes notes and 
provides the caller with the 
necessary information where 
she can. She never talks about 
herself to callers. Td never ever 


‘When I put the 
phone down, I 
can’t just pick 
up the pieces 
and deal with 
something else’ 


TH E IXDE PENDENT/NSPCC 

Victims of Abuse Appeal 
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Monopoly 


By Paul Parley 


We sat like slum landlords around the board 
buying each other out with fake banknotes, 
until we lost more than »e could afford 
or ever hope to pay back. Now our seats 


are empty ‘-one by one we left the game 
to play for real at first completely lost 
in this other world, its budding sites, its rain: 
but slowly learned the rules or made our awn, 
stayed out of Jail and kept our noses dean. 
And now there’s only me - sole freeholder 
of every empty office space in town, 
arid from the quayside I can count the cost 
each low tide brings - the skeletons and rust 
of boats, cars, hats, boots, iron, a terrier. 


*Th« double poW* oflar at B&Q appUM on Thursday 541) and 
Friday fttti December 1996 only. iwwm. If» ttarxiard Twca 
OUbeard dfar we apply at al o»*n flmei. Ouboard offer 
axdudea pwchcsoj Crf Gffl.ttooctwra and boos rxrf appfy to 
B&Q Warehouses and B&Q Mpafe Pick up a leaflet Irxfcx*. 
Key Season Price products aw dtoarty marked imtfare. If you And 
any tor ten JocaBy we wB Nfund double Ihe dMerence. AM we ask 
b that the tower price b generally avaflatjle to any cudomer and 
Hu* yog caff bock wWVn 14 days wUh yow B&Q receipt 
Rib exdudes price comparison* mode w«h B&Q WeaWttuw or . 
B&QDepob.$M in-store tor deUb of our standard price pro mba 
whieft applies to oil other products. OBw may wory ot • 
B&Q Warehouses 'and B&Q Depots. 


Paul Farley was born in Liverpool in 196S and studied 
painting at the Chelsea School of Art. He has worked as a 


cinema usher, courier, scene painter, spider wrangler-and 
librarian, and began writing poetry after attending “ftficbael 
Donaghy’s City University Poetry Workshop. He won die 
AtvoaJObsetver Raetty Competition in 1995 and this year was 
chosen by Poetry Review as one of their new poets of thftyWT- 
Tonight he reads, with Thicey Herd, in the Voice Bax on the 
South Bank at 7.30pm. 
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duughlcrs, I know what you 
mean*. I don't think tieoplf 
want to know about me.” 

If a call comes through at 
1225 pm. her 12.30 lunchbreuk 
is postponed Sometimes it’s 
hard to go back to work after 
the brenk. 

Tears willed up in her eves 
as she admitted: “If the cullers 
haw been particularly dis- 
tressed in the morning there's 
a danger of thinking: ‘Is every- 
body like this? Is any child 
safe? Is there nothing light 
about this job?’ Occasionally I 
might feci like that, hut once I 
get back on ihe telephone, you 
start again.” 

After Mary fogs off. she tries 
to forget her work. Sometimes 
that's hard “We don’t gel much 
feedback. We often don't hear 
what happens.” she said. 

At other times il is easier. 
-When someone rings hack, 
be it to say 'Yes, die child left 
on its own.* or ‘Yes, the father's 
arrested, she was sexually 
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Euro-I 

hit by 
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abused', it’s onlv then you re- 
alise how valuable your inter- 
vention has been.” 

The Child Protection 
Helpline costs £lm a year to 
run. The phone bill alone is 
£90,000 a year. Please give gen* 
erously. 


If anyone has any concerns 
about the welfare of children 
then they can contact the na- 
tional child protection helpline 
at any time. The freephone 
number is 0800 800 500. 
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politics 


Ministers’ car 
boot sale to 
appease MPs 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political CoffesppnrW 


«nf- ft*!" 01 '*' departments in 
wnuehall risk becoming like a car boor 
sale after the disclosure that Nicholas 
Winterton, the outspoken Tory MP for 
Macclesfield, forced the Transport 
Mmister, to reprieve an £S million road 
in his constituency. 

With the Government’s majority re- 
duced to one, Mr Winterton. a roav- 
«ick backbencher, in effect held the 
Government to ransom before the vote 
on the Budget. 

The Department of T rans port yes- 
terday confirmed Mr ^&tts had put the 
improvements on the A523 between 
Macclesfield and Poynton back into the 
roatb programme after heavy lobbying 

Having secured his road, Mr Win- 
terton happily voted with the Gov- 
ernment. But two Tory MPs are on the 
warpath over their local hospital. 

The Department of Health will face 
renewed pressure tomorrow in a Com- 
mons debate for the rescue of the ca- 
sualty unit at Edgware Hospital by Sir 
John Gorst and Hugh Dykes, the two 
MPs who caused a fuss over the threat- 
ened closure of the hospital in the sum- 
mer. 

Mr Gorst privately made it dear he 


Backbencher 
wins by-pass after 
threat before 
Budget vote 


would be prepared to vote against the 
Government if something was not 
done about his constituency case, and 
he was furious when news of ft leaked 
out. 

Stephen Dorrell, the Health Sec- 
retary. was engaged in heavy negotia- 
tions with the MPs and ann ounced in 
the summer that there would be a 24- 
hour casualty unit, there would be GP 
supervision instead of nurses, there 
would be maternity provision and pro- 
vision of beds for the elderly. 

But MPi reported that Mr Gorst was 
engaged in a heated conversation with 
Mr Dorrell during a division on the 
Budget. 

One ministerial source said: “He 
doesn’t want to lose this hospital. He 
wants to a retain a full acute hospital. 
Whether be is still angry about it, and 
will cause trouble to the Government, 
we will have to see." 


The junks’ health mmisier, John Ho- 
ram, is due to answer the debate but 
last night the Government haH no plans 
to improve its offer. 

Judging by the success of Mr Win- 
terton. it can only be a matter of time. 

Labour campaigns spokesman, Bri- 
an Wilson, said the Government was 
now vulnerable to any backbencher 
who chooses to apply blackmail. 

John Major’s majority could be 
wiped out by the Barnsley Bast by-elec- 
tion next Thursday. 

Tory MPs could be lining up with 
the shopping list of constituency de- 
mands. 

But the most pressing case is for the 

Ulster Unionists, on whose support Mr 
Major will have to depend to ensure 
the Government survives until a gen- 
eral election next May. 

There are three big hems on their 
shopping list: no surrender to the 
IRA in the peace talks in Ulster, ur- 
gent action on the electricity inter- 
connector between Scotland and 
Northern Ireland, which has been 
delayed by Michael Forsyth, the Scot- 
tish Secretary, after recommending it 
should go under ground in Scotland; 
and the lifting of the ban on beef 
exports from Northern Ireland, 
which Mr Forsyth also has been 
blocking. 



Lone voice: A demonstrator at the Department of Trade and Industry in Westminster yesterday, highlighting the granting of export 
licences for arms for Indonesia on the 21st anniversary of its invasion of East Timor Photograph; PA 


Euro-budget 
hit by losses 
through fraud 




SOLO 3 BLACK 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The European Community’s 
£47bn annual spending is 
becoming increasingly vulner- 
able to losses through fraud, an 
all-party group of MPs said 
yesterday. *, 

In a report which will be wel- 
comed by Eurosceptk MPs. 
the Public Accounts Committee 
argues that existing measures to 
combat fraud, particularly from 
funds paid to farmers through 
the Common Agriculture Pol- 
icy, are inadequate because the 
procedures are too complex 
and unworkable. 

The MPs found that CAP 
payments, which cost £3i5bn 
dining the current year, are gov- 
erned by more than 3,000 
regulations, and the Court of 
Auditors, which oversees Eu- 
ropean Union expenditure, 
“had major difficulties in en- 
suring eligibility through 
inspections of final recipients. 
Not only [were the payments] 
difficult to audit effectively, but 
the scale of operations across 
the Community and the com- 
plexity of the regulations made 
it particularly vulnerable to 
fraud and abuse." 

Indeed, estimated losses as a 
result of irregularities from 
CAP payments increased from 
£77m in 1992 to £320m in 1994. 
The MPS call for “simplification 
and structural reform" of the 
CAP. 

Payments under structural 


funds - such as the social fund 
and the regional development 
fund - amount to £20bn per 
year and the Court of Auditors 
told MR; that around 5 percent 
of the grant payments made to 
31,000 separate projects con- 
tained “technical faults", aver- 
aging about 30 per cent of the 
value of the grant. *- 
Another major source of 
fraud is the loss of VAT payable 
to the European Community, 
one of its major sources of in- 
come. The MPS say that VAX 
and customs duty on imports are 
payable only in the country of 
filial destination but because of 
inadequate information sys- 
tems and the general complex- 
ities of goods m transit crossing 
several national borders, an es- 
timated £542m is lost annually. 

The MPs are also bemused 
the fact that the precise 
amount of the UK’s net con- 
tribution to EU funds of around 
£lbn is not known because dif- 
ferent figures are given by the 
Treasury and the Court of Au- 
ditors. The court thinks tha t this 
is because of the use of differ- 
ent financial years and the non- 
inclusoa in the Tteasuiy figures 
of amounts paid by the private 
sector. The MPs say that it 
should be possible to reconcile 
these differences and welcomes 
moves by the Treasury and the 
court to do so. . 

■ Committee of Public Ac- 
counts, The Audit of European 
Community Transactions, The 
Stationery' Office, £5.10. 


Discipline code 
for Labour MPs 


Fran Abrams 

P olitical Correspondent 

Labour MPs could be disci- 
plined for consistently criticis- 
ing their party leaders under a 
new code of conduct which was 
approved yesterday. 

The code, which creates a 

new offence of bringing the par- 
tv into disrepute, was accepted 
bv 86 votes to 21 despite 
protests from several left- 
winders. It also asks members 
to attend Parliament regularly, 
to refrain from personal attacks 
on colleagues and to act -‘in har- 
mony with" party pohey. 

However, the party s leader- 
ship accepted an amendment 
which said it would not be used 
t0 -to stifle democratic debate 
on policy matters or weaken the 
spirit of tolerance and respect 
referred to in Cause IV of the 
Labour Party constitution.” 

Last night Tony Blair, the 
Labour leader, insisted that 
the move was not meant to pre- 
vent free and open discussion. 

-What it is about is showing 
we are a serious, professional 
an< j disciplined organisation. 
Evervone understands that if 
vnu arc serious about govera- 
ina the country well you have to 
be professional and disripimea 

“ You only have to look at to- 


day’s Tories to understand thaL 
They are a classic example of 
how a country should not be 
run,” he said. 

One senior Labour MP re- 
cently attacked Tbpy Blair in the 
left-wing Tribune newspaper 

under the byline “Cassandra.” 
And three Mfc who recently put 
their names to a petition or- 
ganised by the Socialist Work- 
ers Party, which condemned 

finks wflhthe trade unions, were 
not disciplined. 

If Labour decided that one of 
its MPs had stepped out of line 
under the code, which comes 
into force in January, a vote of 
ail its members would be tak- 
en before they were suspended 
from the parliamentary party. 

A number of lefl-wmgers 
were unhappy with the outcome 
last night Dennis Canavan, 
MP for Fhlkirk West said he 
had voted against the code. ^It 
is wide open to subjective in- 
terpretation. I don’t think it 
should have any place in a de- 
mocratic socialist party." he 

^Ken Livingstone, MP for 
Brent East also objected to the 
new code. “I think it is unbe- 
lievably crass to say we have to 
support the party even rf it is 
wrong," he said- 
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After the blast: Travellers are warned to be vigilant as intelligence source Units gas-canister attack to -Islamic extremists 

1,000 extra police guard Paris targets 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 


Paris was on high alert yester- 
day as anti-terrorist measures, 
familia r from last summer, 
came into force after the rush- 
hour bomb explosion on Tues- 
day at Port Royal station. An 
additional 1,000 police and gen- 
darmes were drafted in to pa- 
trol potential targets and 700 
troops were placed at the dtp's 
disposal 

Two people were killed in the 
explosion and nearly 100 more 
were injured. 

The most overt security was 
at stations and tourist sites soch 
as the Eiftel Tower and the Lou- 
vre precinct where gendarmes 
and CRS riot police patrolled 
in pairs. Security announce- 
ments were made through the 
day at underground stations, - 
where passengers were handed 
small blue and white cards 
headed “Vigilant, together”. 

The impression was of a 
more decreet, but also more dis- 
criminating. security presence 
than last summer, and of a 
French public quietly returning 
to well-rehearsed routines. 

In such circumstances it 
seemed almost superfluous for 
a government spokesman to call 
for “calm and sang-froid r. But 
ministers revelled in the op- 
portunity to call for national sol- 
idarity with the government to 
combat terrorism and they had 
the gratifying spectacle of trade 
unions cancelling planned 
protests because of the attack. 

Outside Paris, security was 


“creased in-Bordeaux, where 
the Prime Minister, Alain Jup- 
p£> is mayor, and in Lyons, 
which was a target during last 
s u m m e r's bomb campaign. Sub- 
urban housing estates known to 
have large concentrations of 
first- and second-generation 
north Afri can immigrants ? nd 
active Islamic groups were 



placed under special surveil- 
lance. There was additional se- 
curity at airports and borders. 

Answering questions in the 
National Assembly, after a 
minute's silence for the victims 
of the bomb, Mr Juppfi said no 
one had so far admitted re- 
sponsibility and no one line of 
inquiry was being preferred. 

The French news agency 
AFP, however, quoted “in- 
formed sources” - likely to be 
the intelligence service - as 
saying that a warning had been 
out since early November that 
a bombing campaign could be 
expected. 

They cited an Islamic 


newsletter from September and 
a separate tip-off that a com- 
mando unit was about to enter 
France from Italy after training 
in the Middle East 

The type of bomb - a 13kg 
gas canister filled with eqilosives 
and 10cm nails which was said 
by experts to have caused as 
much ffamagp as a grenade — 
and the timing and location of 
the attack had" immediately re- 
called last year’s campaign by 
Algerian Islamic terrorists. 

Despite these parallels, the 
foreign ministry spokesman, 
Jacques Rummelhardt, said 
rtjat there was so far “no thing 
to link the attack with the situ- 
ation in Algeria... we are still 
at the stage of hypotheses”. 
Some observers connected the 
bomb with last weekend's ref- 
erendum in Algeria which had 
supported a new constitution 
outlawing religious parties. 

Others noted, however, that 
France’s first big terrorist trial 
of recent years is due to open 
in Paris on Monday. The case 
concerns the bombing of a ho- 
tel In Marrakesh in Morocco in 
1994. 

Two French citizens of north 
African origin are in prison in 
Morocco after being convicted 
of the attack, but the inquiry 
also uncovered a recruiting net- 
work based in France. 

The case provided the first ew- 

ifjpnn* rtf Tdamif; fundamentalist 

recruitment on French housing 
estates - a pattern repeated^ 
uncovered during the investi- 
gation into last year’s bombs in 
France. 



Security alert: French 
soldiers patrolling; Eurostar 
trains near the Gare du 
Word Photograph: AFP 
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Chirac struggles to revive 
lost influence in Africa 


Mary Dejevsky 


It may have seemed that Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac, who flew 
out of Paris yesterday to reach 
Ouagadougou in Burkina Fhso 

in time for the inaugural din- 
ner of tlx Francophone African 
summit, was exchanging one 
trouble spot for another. From 
a capital braced for farther ter- 
rorist attacks, he was arriving 
at an assemhly ofJeaders from 
more than 50 African countries, 
several of which, notably Zaire 
and the Central African Re- 
public, face the prospect of 
much worse disorder , t 
The summit was likely to> be _ 
overshadowed, however; fay a 
question that has been raked 
recently to France’s great dis- 


pleasure. Is France as the ex- 
colonial power still aide to pro- 
pose and dispose In its 
traditional zones of influence? 

Bid developments have 
placed the question on fbeagafr- 
da. The first was Its failure, de- 
spite a concerted diplomatic 
effort and statements about the 
"biggest im wB Bl t MhB crisis 
em^tomnsteranhdrriiational 
force to iaterwnemlhe Rwan- 
da-Zaire border area. Half the 
crisis seemed to be solved when 
several hundred thousand 
Rwandan refugees walked back 
.to their home country By this 
week, the l^OOflotroag finee 
proposed had been reduced to 
plans for a food and medicine 
parachute dropm eastern Zaire. 
Even that may not happen. 


The second development was 
no easier for France to swallow: 

the public vaunting of its weak- 
ness fay the United States. The 
US Secretary of State, Warren 
Christopher; had already infb- 
riated France by challenging its 
“monopoly” on relations with 
some African countries. But the 
knife was turned last week by 
the US ambassador to Zaire, 
who gave a briefiiq; to local jour- 
nalists that then appeared ver- 
batim in a Kinshasa newspaper; 
The ambassador, Daniel Simp- 
son, was quoted as saying that 
i France was “no longer capable 
> of imposing its wfll in Africa’* 

and that ft continued to support 
“decadent” regimes. “The Cold 
War is over and it is no long a 
matter of supporting a dictators 


just because they are pro-West- 
etn," be said. French officials 


extracted an apology, but the 
damage was done. In fact, the 
sentiments attributed to the am- 
bassador have been voiced by 
French specialists on Africa. 

Tb counter the notion that his 
country protects corrupt dic- 
tators, Mr Chirac will argue in 
Ouagadougou for “good gov- 
ernance” in .Africa, represent- 
ing a shift from the emphasis 
on patronage towards a British- 
style model of aid tied to eco- 
nomic efficiency and political 
soundness. The message could 
heundaradnedy though, fay the 
refuge accorded fay France to 
President Mobutu of Zaire, 
who is convalescing on the Riv- 
iera from a cancer operation. 


Stronger lira casts a cloud 
over sunny side of the Alps 


Bolzano — “There are two 
sides to this coin,” says Richard 
Seebacher, swivelling in his 
chair to admire the Rosen- 
garten peak through the window 


The dash for the euro is bringing gloom 
to South Tyrol. Sarah Helm reports 


“For Italian importers, a 
strong lira in the single curren- 
cy should be good. But for ex- 
porters it is very alarming. We 
produce II per cent of Europe’s 
apples here,” he said, turning 
back to flick through his desk-top 
news monitor. “Frodf s'Euro tax 
debated,” says a headline. • 
In a warehouse across town, 
new machines are stamping EU- 
a pproved sdl-by date stickers on 



Or not 


mil be trucked up 
e Brenner Pass, on through 
Germany, to the shelves of a 
Liverpool supermarket. Doe to 
Rome’s derision to bring the lira 
into the exchange-rate- mech- 
anism, the producers will get for 
less for their load than in 
previous years. 

Nervousness about the 
strengthening lira is evident 
throughout South TyroL 
At the parliament of the 
rovincial government, in 
Idzano, deputies met last week 
in solemn mood. Theywere dis- 
cussing whether they could 
raise new taxes to run their 
bountiful, quasi city-state, in the 
manner to which the citizens 
have become accustomed. 


here 


who are not happy abourggag 


to force Italy into thel 
wave,” said Mr Seebacher. “And 
I don't believe we will make it” 
The conventional wisdom 
says that, given the chaos of its 


national politics, Italy has 
become wnof 


loleheartedfy pro- 
European. As a founder mem- 
ber of the community, the 
government of Rtnnano Prxxh, 
the Prime Minister, believes 
Italy has a right to membership 
of EMU from the start. 

In -reality, Italy, like other 
countries, Is confused about the 
sense rtf the headtong drive, for 
the single currency. And Once 
again, Eu rope’s "citizens”, here 
know their anxieties are not be- 
ing beard in Brussels. South 


Tyrol is untypical of Italy; the 
area was part of Austria-Hungary 
until the end of the Bust World 
War. The concerns here do, 
however, reflect many ordinary 
Italian misg ivings about the euro, 
magnified by proximity to the 
frontier. South Tyrol is in many 
respectively pro-European, be- 
ing in the prosperous north. 
The vine-draped mountains, and 
the constant aroma of fresh cof- 
fee normally heightens the feel- 
good factor here. Bolzano is 
“on the sunny side of the Alps”. 

But the region’s economy is 
heavily reliant on tourism, with 
70 per cent of visitors coming 
from Germany. A downturn has 
already been noticed this year 
as the lira has strengthened . 

The region’s native Gennan- 
speaking - population has a 
strong historical interest in ce- 
menting ties with Austria and 
Bavaria, seeing European in- 
tegration as a way to blur state 
boundaries. The South Tyrolese 
have won autonomy . from 
Rome, as well as large subsidies. 

However, precisely .because 
South Tyrol has prospered un- 
der its autonomous govern- 
ment it resents what it sees as 
a "political" diktat from Rome 
over belt-tightening for the sin- 


gle currency. Those driving the 
euro bandwagon in Bonn and 
Paris scorn countries who en- 
gage in “ corape titalive devalu- 
ation”. But in Bolzano the 
freedom to weaken the lira is 
seen as a valuable tool It has 
meant a mini-boom for South 
Tyrol. Some here fear that, 
anger over Mr Prodi’s cuts, to 
prepare Italy for the euro, could 
upset the fragile local political 
balance between the dominant 
German speakers and the 
minority Italian parties. 

New economic hardship is 


likefy to hit South Tyrol Vless 
' : Italians first. 


privileged ethnic . 

and extreme right Italian nat- 
ionalist politicians here are ex- 
ploiting popular discontent. 
“People hate the Euro-tax. 
They are angry that a reduction, 
in employment and cuts in grate , 
soda! spending is the price we 
are having to pay for the euro," 
said Luigi Scbiatti, of the post- 
Fasdst Unitalia political party. 

’Hie South Tyrolese value 
their regional identity, 3nd this 
makes them donbly nervous 
about Brussels-style European 
integration. There there is fear 
about the “harmonisation*’ of 
cultures that the mftod 

the euro could bring. * 

tion is a word we don’t like very 
much," says Richard Seehachcr. 
“People are afraid it means they 
will lose their identity.” 



... <*rti c 



— . d 


4 l 



.‘rs'-w Bd 1 *’* 


i 


Milan s. 

kerb er 


- 


• A -. . . 

. *■. .• 
i ' - • :S • 


•t-. 

v -n • 




• i, 







s> y\ iso \^l& 


j:. jit-n , ■ 




r m s 



) revive 

Africa 


a cloud 
he Alps 



/*■ 

4 

$ ' ? * 

1£, » * 


">■*•** 

4 

4 


TH INDEPENDENT . -TKTrosmiv 5 


DECEMBER 1996 


Blkans: Serb crisis overshadows Bosnia talks 

Milosevic stays 
"ool as protests 
jam Belgrade 


ly Barber 

Eyade 

&]ents, opposition activists 
a tens of thousands of ordi- 
iy Serbian citizens inarched 
ough a wintry Belgrade yes- 
day in the face of mounting 
dence that President Slobo- 
n Milosevic has no intention 
conceding their demands for 
mocracy and dvil rights. 

For the 17th day running, 
fge crowds jammed die dry 
mtre, waving pro-democracy 
Miners and chanting support 
»r an independent radio station 
fcicb Serbia's neo-Communist 
uthorities closed down last 
besday. 

At the front of the demon- 
tration was a group of young 
wmen carrying loaves of bread, 
i symbol of friendship and 
goodwill in Serbia. “We must try 
and win this battle for o ur fi x t ure , 
because otherwise our country 
faces years of darkness," said 
Gordana Tadic, a science stu- 
dent 

As up to 50,000 people 
protested in the city, the au- 
thorities underlined their in- 
creasingly tough line by rejecting 
opposition demands for fresh lo- 
cal elections and by ruling out 
concessions in response to West- 
ern pressure. A Belgrade court 
dismissed an opposition cl aim 
that the ruling Socialist Party had 
defrauded it of victory by can- 
celling the results of municipal 
elections in the capital last 
month. 


The authorities first signalled 
their more repressive approach . 
last Sunday when the Speaker 
of the Serbian parliament, Dra- 
gan Tbmlc, went cm sate tele- 
vision to denounce the daily 
demonstrations as “destructive, 
violent and with all the charac- 
teristics of pro-Fasdst groups 
and ideologies.*' Last Thesday, 
the authorities shut down the 
radio station B-92, which in 
contrast to the state-controlled 
media, had carried extensive re- 
ports on the anti-Milosevic 
protests. Although Mr Milose- 
vic has not ordered the use of 
force against the demonstrators, 
hundreds of extra police have 
been moved into Belgrade.and 
other towns and a handful of op- 
position activists have been ar- 
rested. 

With the opposition seem- 
ingly running snort of ideas on 
hcrw to expand its protests into 
a decisive challenge to his rale, 
Mr Milosevic appears arthe mo-, 
mem to hold the upper hand. 
However, some cracks have re- 
cently appeared in the monolith. 

Five Supreme Court judges 
broke ranks last Tuesday mid 
criticised their colleagues for 
tamely approving the cancella- 
tion of the opposition’s election 
victories. According to several 
reports in Serbia’s independent 
media, the loyally of the police 
may also be in doubt, a claim at 
least partly supported by the ev- 
ident sympathy of some Bel- 
grade policemen to the street 
demonstrators. 


Bosnia’s old 
enemies get 
round table 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

The London conference on 
security arrangements for 
Bosnia for the nest twoyeaxsgot 
underway yesterday, amid news 
of unrest in Serbia and calls for 
a reappraisal of the relationship 
between Nato and Russia 
It was the first time that rep- 
resentatives of the three former 
warring factions in Bosnia - 

Serbs. Croats and Muslims -had 
appeared under a common 
Bosnian banner at an interna- 
tional conference. 

The 54-nation meeting, in- 
troduced by John Major. was 
overshadowed by the crisis in 
neighbouring Serbia. The British 
Government said events in Bel- 
grade were “very much on our 
i minds". 

Details of the new Bosnia Sta- 
I bflisation Foroe-SFor-have al- 
1 ready been announced, and 
\ senior Nato sources focused 
Inwre on the way Nato might use 

(the conference to strengthen its 
relations with the Russians, who 

i roops for Bosnia. The 
aid the arrangements 
under investigation, but 

! were moving away 
1 6-oation affiance mak- 
mind and then telling 
ans - a formula known 
mi plus one” - towards 
Lussia a full role in 
g and vetoing action . 
mb is known tentatively 
tteen”. If it is to make 
■, Russia would be able 
proposals and even 
□ decisions other than 


those concerned with Chapter 
Five - the mOitaiy core of the 
Nato charter. 

This radical proposal flies in 
the face of Nato insistence that 
Russia should not veto its ded- 
skms, and if implemented would 
put foe security of the entire 
Northern Hennspherc in the 
hands of a joint Nato-Rnssia fo- 
rum - effectively duplicating 
the UN Security CounriL 

Nato’s Secretary-General, 
Javier Solana, said the new Sta- 
bilisation Force for Bosnia 
would be roughly half the stm of 
the former peace implementa- 
tion force, I-For. He said; “We 
are planning for an 18-monrh 
mission, to be reviewed at sixand 
12 months, with a view to pro- 
gressively reducing the fences 
presence to a deterrent posture 
and eventually withdrawal.” 

Nato’s supreme commander, 
General Georg? Joulwan, said 
the new operation, to begin on 
20 December, would indude 
3LOOO troops from 34 nations- 
□ Athens (AP) - A unique col- 
lection of 72 poems by Radovan 
Karadzic, the Bosnian Serb 
leader indicted for genocide, 
was unveiled here yesterday. 
Titled Of lmm em o r a bie '&ars aid 
Other Poems, the book has nev- 
er been pubhsbed outside the 
former Yugoslavia, publishers 
and authors said. They claimed 
proceeds would go towards hu- 
manitarian aid for Bosnian Serb 
children. “The poems present a 
passionate, human Karadzic, 
not the Nero be is thought to 
be,” said Greek author Christos 
Hahyias. 


Vlilan snaps at 
kerb crawlers 


Milan (Reuter) - Milan s aty 
council plans to crack down on 
prostitution by photographing 
clients' cars anti sending them 
to the owners' homes with traf- 

^Coundilors yesterday voted 
for the plan by 16 votes ;tol£ 
with six abstentions, wjth most 
-mnort coming from the bard- 
righT National Alliance (AN), 
Jhnse leader in the councfl, Ri- 
cardo De Cbrato, , had for- 
warded the candid-camera 

pf Mavor Marco Formemim 

ways to implement the 
Sgh he noted that an emb- 
er initiative involving the 
suivefflance of cars whose own- 
ers sought out prostitutes bad 
heen blocked by acourt. 

“If this is the will of the aty 


violate privacy, honour and 
'reputation.'' Mr De Coratohas 


However, loud criticism from 

the United States and European 
countries of Mr Milosevic's poli- 
cies appears to have made little 
or no impact. A Socialist Party 
spokesman. Ivica Dacic. reject- 
ed Western charges of elec- 
tion-rigging and said: “We are 
treating the question of the 
elections as an internal matter." 


coalition known as Zajedno 
(Together), vowed yesterday to 
continue the protests at least un- 
til the new year. Yet except in 
the southern city of Nis, Zajed- 
no has found it difficult to mo- 
bilise workers in its cause, a fact 
that indicates the relative suc- 
cess of the authorities in keep- 
ing students and educated 
people in Belgrade isolated 
from public opinion in the rest 
of Serbia. 

Even the largest opposition 
demonstrations, which nave at- 
tracted more than 100.000 peo- 
ple in Belgrade, have failed to 
trigger sympathy strikes or 
protests m factories. Despite 
thi*. the opposition is confi- 
dent that it has damaged Mr 
Milosevic's authority beyond 
repair. “He is bluffing and try- 
ing to scare the people, but we 
shall not be intimidated by his 
threats and insults," said Viik 
Draskovic, an opposition leader. 



international 

significant shorts I 


Democracy call: A Belgrade student waving a copy of Demokratija at the Serbian 
presidency building during a peaceful rally In the city yesterday Photograph: AP 


HK riot police 
practise as 
pull-out looms 

Hong Kong police practised 
quashing trouble in case 
noting erupts as next year's 
handover to China 
approaches. Uncertainly 
over whether freedoms 
would be preserved have 
developed into frequent 
rallies recently but with little 
violence. Reuter- Hong Kong 

New beginning 
atSharpeville 

President Nelson Mandela is 
to inaugurate a new 
constitution signing ii on 
Tuesday’, which is 
International Human Rights 
Day, at Shaipevilte. where 
white police massacred 
69 black pro-democracy 
demonstrators in 
Reuter- Johannesburg 

Zaire troops 
cm rampage 

Zairean iroops looted and 
raped in the north-eastern 
city of Kisangani as rebels 
said they were advancing on 
the city from the south and 
cast. Reuter- Coma 

President Havel 
on the mend 

The Czech President. Vfcclav 
Havel, who had half a lung 
with a cancerous tumour 
removed, is recuperating 
well. Reuter - Prague 


HDCJinfccrfe 
guru is gown 
but not cot 

George Siephnnopoulos. 
ersi while uunderkind of the 
Clinton kitchen cabinet and 
briefly touted as election 
adviser to Tony Blair, is to 
become a visiting protestor 
at his alma mater. Columbia 
University, when he Icutes 
the White House al Che end 
of this year. 

Rupert Cornwell - Washington 

Hospital faces 
unbearable bill 

New York's Mount Sinai 
Medical Center is being 
sued fur $70m (idem) by a 
couple who claim it threw 
out sperm samples, dashing 
(heir hopes ol having more 
children. They said when 
they tried to reirictc the 
sperm in tor m vim» 
fcnilisjiiuii. employees said 
they had disposed u! the 
samples. AP - Nr* York 

Gypsies uige 
Swisstopayup 

A Ciypw leader urged the 
Swiss to compensate 
Romanics tor gold stolen in 
the Second World War that 
may have found its wav lo 
Switzerland. In a letter to 
the Foreign Minister, Flavio 
Cotli. the head ol the 
Swiss-based Romany Union, 
Jan Cibuia, said banks may 
still hold gold Nazis stole 
from Gypsies anJ melted 
down to hide its origins. 
Reuter - Zurich 
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council of Milan, we wall move 
to set it into motion,” Mr For- 
mentini said. “The only thing 
left is to study how it will be car- 
ried out." 

One opponent, an indepen- 
dent councillor, Paolo Hutter, 
who is aligned with the former 
Communist Democratic Party 
of the Left, said Milan would 
be ridkufed if it wem ahead with 

the plan. 

“Everyone in Italy will laugh 
at us,” Mr Hutter said. Tve al- 
ready spoken to attorneys, and 
rbe (fembution of photos would 


riven the job ofpbotograpnu® 
cars whose owners stop to seek 
out prostitutes. The police 
union said its members did not 
want the job. 



AND 

SONY 

PLAYSTATION 

State of the art 
games system - a must 
on your Christmas list 
SKU NO *248203 













14 


TWTmsnAY 5 DECEM^^R 1996 1 IN PE - 


stNT 


international 


Bonn’s 
top spy 
defies 
critics 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Number 008 did not look com- 
fortable in his unaccustomed 
role as public servant. Standing 
before the German parliament 
to answer questions about a mis- 
sion gone wrong, Bemd 
Sctmudbouer, con trailer of se- 
cret services, concentrated on 
damage limitation. 

No, Werner Mauss, the “pri- 
vate agent" arrested in Colom- 
bia last month for paying 
ransom to kidnappers, had not 
acted under orders. Yes, it was 
true he had met Mr Mauss six 
times in three months, and 
knew of his “humanitarian mis- 
sion". Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
m whose office Mr Schmidbauer 
- codemane 008 - works, was 
aware of the Mauss escapade 
only in “general terms". 

Apart from that, the gov- 
ernment knew nothing of Mr 
Mauss's activities. It had mere- 
ly issued two German pass- 
ports to “Mr and Mrs Maimer", 
which were then handed over to 
Mr and Mrs Mauss, together 
with a letter from the con- 
sulate in Bogota certifying that 
the holders were on official 
business. The gun the agent was 
carrying as he was apprehend- 
ed in Medellin on 17 Novem- 
ber was apparently his own, as 
was the satellite phone and 
four forged passports. 

Mr Mauss had been paid by 
German companies to negoti- 
ate the release of senior staff 
kidnapped in Colombia. On 
his last outing, he was about to 
fly the wife of a BASF execu- 
tive out of the country, having 
just bought her freedom for a 
sum in the region of S2m. Pay- 
ing ransom is a crime in Colom- 
bia, as is travelling with false 
papers - the charges upon 
which he was indicted yesterday. 

The affair has provoked op- 
position calls for Mr Schmid- 
bauer’s resignation. But the 
man who once ordered pluto- 
nium to be smuggled into Ger- 
many will not be dislodged by 
the capture of just one of his pri- 
vate army. 

“I expect no gratitude” he 
told MPs, “but nor do I expect 
to be judged." 


Signs in the 



mission to the red planet 







Trail-blazer: A time-exposure photograph shows a Delta rocket lifting off from Cape Canaveral, Florida, yesterday, carrying a Nasa Mars Pathfinder probe 

■ ■ ■ ■ ‘ ~~ " ' — — ■ ■ — - , | 

Chechens welcome their Robin Hood 


Grozny - Shamil Basayev and 
his entourage of rifle-wielding 
fighters had no sooner clam- 
bered out of his dusty Nissan 
Patrol than he was quoting his 
version of Chur chill with all the 
fluency of a man who had spent 
a lifetime on the stump. 

Perhaps we could remember 
Churchill’s three rules about 
Russia, said the Chechen com- 
mander, who now - to the hor- 
ror of his enemies in Moscow 
- wants to be president of the 
self-proclaimed Caucasus re- 
public. “First, don’t believe the 
Russians. Secondly, never make 
friends with the Russians, and 
thfrdfy, never let a Russian into 
your cowshed.” 

Six months ago such rhetoric 


Phil Reeves meets the aspiring 
president, Moscow's bete noire 


was only to be expected from 
Mr Basayev, 31, the most un- 
compromising of die Chechen 
separatist leaders, whose ex- 

{ doits in the war made him a 
atter-day Robin Hood for 
many of his countrymen but a 
terrorist in the eyes of Russia. 

Diplomacy was never his 
style. His CV includes robbing 
banks, hijacking, storming a 
fortress city (Grozny) and - his 
most notorious exploit -round- 
ing up L000 hostages in Bu- 
dennovsk, Russia, last year. 
But the 21 -month Chechen 


war is over. The Russians say all 
their troops will have left by the 
end of next month. They leave 
behind a wrecked and bewil- 
dered territory that Mr Basayev 
seeks to lead not as a soldier but 
as a statesman. “I want to im- 
prove society," he says simply 
when asked why. 

But his decision is also the po- 
litical equivalent of a two-fin- 
gered salute to his enemies. No 
one is more aware than he that 
his candidacy will infuriate 
Moscow, rekindling anger over 
a peace deal many regard as a 


capitulation to Chechen de- 
mands to secede. This indigna- 
tion will be greater still when 
they contemplate his election 
manifesto: the priority of the 
man who was for so tong Rus- 
sia’s most wanted terrorist will 
be to fight crime. 

It is an issue that has begun 
to matter after a war that was 
itself a monstrous crime, claim- 
ing 100,000 lives. Fighters, still 
in uniform, race down the high- 
way in BMWs without number 
plates, yet the euphoria brought 
by the spoils of success has giv- 
en way to distrust and resent- 
ment “They have all become so 
arrogant,” said an academic 
who used to support the former 
separatist leader Dzhokhar Du- 
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dayev. “Before, they seemed 
such idealists. Now it's everyone 
for himself. They say, ‘We 
fought for independence for two 
years. Now we want our 
salaries’. So they take them." 
The worst manifestation of this 
is kidnappings, often by 
Chechens seeking to settle 
wartime scores by demanding 
ransoms of 550,000 (£33,000) or 
more. Although some of those 
who worked with the previous 
Moscow-backed regime are in 
the coalition government, many 
are not; some are too frightened 
to leave their homes for fear of 
abduction. “Savagery," said Mr 
Basayev. “We have to fight 
these types of offences with all 
our might" 

But what about his own mass 
kidnapping in Budennovsk, in 
which more than 100 Russians 
<fied? His eyes smoulder. “It was 
my fate. It helped force a peace 
settlement Look at what we 
have now, and ... then. An 
end to the genocide of the 
Chechen people. A troop pull- 
out A solution to our problems 
at the negotiating table." 

He has a point A year, even 
six months ago, few would have 
foreseen that he would have 
been outlining his presidential 


ambitions to journalists in the 
centre of Grozny, in the court- 
yard, no less, of the building that 
used to house his sworn ene- 
mies, the Russian Federal Se- 
curity Services. 

Over the road stood the 
building occupied by the silk- 
suited courtiers of Doku Zav- 
gayev, the Russians’ ousted 
puppet leader, now in Moscow. 
The Chechen seizure of Grozny 
left it a wreck, ornamented 
only by warnings about mines 
and a scrawled remark: “Bom 
wolves [the Chechen national 



Basayev: Branded a terrorist 


emblem] cannot be made to 
bark like lapdogs.” 

Such rhetoric will become the 
campaign theme of the Mr 
Basayev, whose poster adorns 
manv Chechen homes and is ou 
display at Grozny’s railway sta- 
tion. His rivals in next month’s 
elections are older men who 
have shown willingness to co-op- 
erate with Russia: the leader of 

the coalition government, Zc- 
limkhan Yaodartuyev, and the 
Prime Minister, Asian Mas- 
khadov. They played key roles 
in the talks that led to a deal to 
postpone a decision on Chech- 
nya's status for five years, troop 
withdrawal and as yet undear 
commitments aver economic 
co-operation, notably oil. 

But Mr Basayev remained 
mostly aloof, defiant even. The 
merest suggestion that Moscow 
would be unable to accept him 
as president produces a sneer. 
“Of course it will be hard for 
them to work with me. I won't 
let them rob Chechnya. I will 
make sure all agreements ... 
are. first and foremost, in the in- 
terests of Chechens." Fighting 
talk, the sort that will cause 
many to rally to his cause. The 
sort also to make Russia won- 
der what on earth h has dune. 


Clerics keep watch 



Algiers -r- There were 36 monks 
and nuns at the Mass, most of 
them French, grey- or white- 
haired, listening beneath the 
stained-glass windows to their 
priest's reading from St 
Matthew, Chapter 25, verse 13, 
his words echoing through the 
little chapel in the Algiers sub- 
urb of Hydra. 

“Watch therefore^ for ye 
know neither' the day nor the 
hoar wherein the Son of Man 
cometh." No one moved on the 
hard wooden seats. Beside the 
altar, the bespectacled figure of 
Monseigneur Henri Tfeissier, 
Archbishop of Algiers, sat like 
a statue inms white and purple 
robes. In every sense of the 
word, the silence was deadly. 

They had come here, these 
brave 36,'to remember one of 
France's first religious martyrs 
hi Algeria, Vkomte Charles de 
Fbncauld the French soldier- 
tinned-priest assassinated by 
an Islamis t at Thmranrasset in 
.1916. His murder set an awful 
precedent for the monks and 
nims who still refuse to leave the 
land they call borne. Of the 1 18 
foreigners murdered here, 19 
were priests or sisters of the 
Christian church. The French 
government long ago told the 
8,000 remaining French citi- 
zens in Algeria to leave, but you 
have to admire the courage of 
the 300 or so derics - from Latin 
America, Asia and the Middle 
East as well as France - who re- 
fused. 

' Tm not afraid for me, bat for 
our community, ” the Archbish- 
op says later - a 67-year-old 
French professor of Arabic who 
took Algerian nationality after 
independence. 

“Yon can imagine what I feel 
every time I hear the phone zing 
latent night or when rve left my 
number while visiting a friend’s 


INSIDE 

ALGERIA 

Roix-ri I i>>k iL 


house." On 21 May, the phone 
rang to tell him that all seven 
monks kidnapped from the 
monastery ofTibhirine, high in 
the mountains outside Algiers, 
had been found decapitated. He 
speaks softly when he describes 
what was found afterwards on 
the road between Algiers and 
Medea. 

“It is true that we found only 
their heads," he says.' “Three of 
their heads were hanging from 
a tree near a petrol station. The 
other fourbeads were lying on 
the grass fcfeneath.Bul it is mar- 
vellous that the families of those 
monks maintained their friend- 
ship for. us and for all Algerians. 
They had visited the monastery. 
They had been able to accept the 
loss of their sons. They knew it 
was not all Algerians who did 
this thing." 

A unit of the Islamic Aimed 
Group, led by a man name-i 
Sayah Attia, had cut their 
throats; one of the kidnapped 
priests had recognised him - 
when he opened the door of the 
monastery to the kidnappers two 
months earlier - from a news- 
pap^ photograph that identified 
Attia as the murderer of 12 
Croats whose throats were 
slashed near the monastery in 
December, 1995. 

Could the Archbishop un- 
derstand what happened m the 
mind of the priests' aHers at the 
moment they took up their 
knives? “They wiHkifl a boy of 
twooran old man of 85.1 flunk 
they aiie out of their consriences. 
They work under, their under- 
standing of Islamic law - “we 
have to kill the enemies of the 


Lord” — and it is finished _ - 
ourselves are not in the same - 
ration as we were before this t 
sis. When you begin celebrai 
the Eucharist, you cannot ' 
remembering that Jesus _ 
murdered by human, violene 
and in the name of religion. It 
we have to understand thei. 
in this society, thai we are mik- 
ing in the footsteps of Jesus W 
cannot look at the cross o J 
sus as we have done before B 
fore, it was an abstract fling] 
Now it is a daily reality.". 

The Archbishop insist? that' 
his church, having longpiban- 
doned the idea of convciaaa, is 
now a church for Muslma. “We 
have become more and more 
the church of theMuslinpeo- 
ple. The Algerians are Muslims 
but we are the$- church. Wi pray 
for them to tfy to help them." 

The seven,* monks ttt Tib- 
hirinc opened their do6rs to all 
who needed hHpormctfica] aid, 
be they the pbor of ihe' moun- 
tains, even the- GIA itself. “Is- 
lamists” are! blamed for the 
deaths of matt of the priests and 
nuns but no bne is certain who 
killed the Bishop of Oran, Mgr 
Pierre Oavefie, cm 1 August this 
year, the day he metthe French 
foreign minister; Herv6 de 
Charrctte. 2 

Mgr Tbi^sier, who was -Bish- 
op of Oran for rime year?, be- 
lieves Claverie was targeted 
much earlier. The bbmbwem 

off in the sheet. He was crushed 
tythcdaorofthechapcltndhis 
brains were found on tbcfeftapcl 
floor. It was absurd, idiotic,- un- 
conscionable.” Just {of a mo- 
ment, there is a hint o^anger in 
the Archbishop’s voted He was 
in France the ni g ht fMwrifl was 
killed, with theoimihrof ob& of 
the dead monks of 
knowing neither the da? aorP« 
hour, ... 
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Arafat’s 
men try 
to hush up 
jail death 


iaiitiiu. 
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Patrick Cockbum 

Jericho 

At midnight, Palestinian special 
police came to the house of 
Suhailah Fityani in Jericho and 
told her that her son was dead. 
A few hours before. Rashid 
Fityani, held without trial for 
nearly two years in the local 
prison, where he was repeatedly 
tortured, had been killed by a 
guard during a scuffle. 

At first the police story was 
f that Fityani, 26. had tried 'to es- 
cape. Later, a police official said 
he was working outside his cell 
when be got into an argument, 
which turned into a fist fight, 
and finally a guard, whom he 
had beaten up, sbot him dead. 

It did not seem very likely. 
Fityani was the second member 
of a group of six men from Jeri- 
cho, one of the Palestinian au- 
tonomous areas, to die in the 
town's central prison after they 

Both were ... 
beaten with 
cables. Their 
flesh was 
pinched 
with pliers. 


—were arrested on the same day 
Mast year, accused of collabo- 
rating with Israel. 

His death confirms the rep- 
utation of the Palestinian Au- 
thority, led by Yasser Arafat, for 
ill-treating prisoners held by its 
11 different police and securi- 
ty forces. At least nine other 
people have died as a result of 
torture in the past two years, ac- 
cording to an Amnesty report 
this week. “It is terrible, a dark 
day for Palestinian society and 
fufly confirming what Amnesty 
says about systematic torture,” 
said Basse m Eid, of the Pales- 
tinian Human Rights Monitor- 


and held without trial by the 
Palestinian Authority in that the 
last two years of his life can be 
fully documented. He was ar- 
rested early on 15 January 1995 
by men from the Preventive Se- 
curity Service, the largest Pales- 
tinian secret-police agency. 

Detained with him was his 
brother-in-law, Salman Jalaytah, 


45, and four other men. The 
Preventive Security believed 
they were Israeli collaborators 
involved in the killing of an Is- 
lamic militant in a refugee 
camp outside Jericho. In testi- 
mony published by Amnesty, 
Fityani told is family he and 
Jalaytah were tortured in the 
same room for three days. 

Both were allegedly given 
electric shocks and beaten with 
cables. Their flesh was pinched 
with pliers. They were given 
nothing to eat or drink for 
three days, at the end of which 
Jalaytah died. His body was tak- , 
en to Jericho hospital; his fam- 
ily saw he was bruised but no ! 
autopsy report was published. : 
Fityam was given half a cup of 
tea and a bowl of porridge a 
week after being arrested. 

The police in Jericho did 
not show much confidence that 
their story of bow Fityani died 
would stand up to much inves- 
tigation. Issam Jalaita, the 
guard who shot the prisoner, ei- 
ther in self-defence or as he 
tried to escape, according to of- 
ficials, had been arrested and 
was in jail. At the hospital there 
was an armed police guard pre- 
venting anybody seeing the 
Fityani's body and another out- 
side the house of his mother, 
Suhailah. He refused to let 
anybody enter, citing “orders”, 
though he refused to say from 
whom. A member of Preventive 
Security told journalists gath- 
ering outside the house that 
“the family does not want to talk 
to you. Please leave". 

At this point, a window in the 
green door behind the Preven- 
tive Security man flew open and 
Suhailah Fityani a diminutive 
woman of about 60, in tradi- 
tional Palestinian embroidered 
dress, shouted: “Why won'tyou 
let me talk to the press? My son j 
was ins jail without trial fariwoj 
yeahi and then they lolled him/* 
As a security man forced Mrs 
Fityani away from the door she 
screamed: “Get year hand off 
me or HI break it. 1 want to 
talk.” 

More police arrived and tried 
unsuccessfully to disperse the 
small crowd of journalists. Af- 
ter half an hour the green door 
was opened again, this time by 
a Preventive Security agent, 
who smirked as he ushered 
forward Mrs Fityani In a chas- 
tened voice she said: “I want you 
all to go away. Nothing you do 
can give me back my son. Hie 
died a supporter of Abu Axnar 
[Yasser Arafat].” 
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Gay weddings land 
Hawaii in a storm 



Free to wed: Nina Bee hr (left) and Genora Da nee I, who successfully sued the state 
of Hawaii for denying marriage licences to homosexual couples Photograph: AP 


David Usbortte 

New York 

A ruling by a court in Hawaii 

that bars the state from denying 

marriage: licences to homosexu- 
als is promising a new tourist 
boom to the Pacific islands, 
white rcigniting intense political 
debate across the United States 
over the civil rights of gays and 
the definition of marriage. 

In his long-awaited ruling 
delivered late on Tuesday, Cir- 
cuit Judge Kevin Chang found 
the state of Hawaii was in vio- 
lation of sexual discrimination 
provisions in its own constitu- 
tion by withokting marriage li- 
censes from lesbians and gays. 

Judge Chang ruled the state 
had failed to demonstrate a 
‘-compelling interest” as to why 
gays ought not be allowed to 
many. The slate had attempt- 
ed to argue that allowing gay’ 
marriage in Hawaii might bann 
the welfare of any children ho- 
mosexual couples tried to raise. 


The dedsion is a milestone 
for supporters of gay marriage 
and for the three homosexual 
couples who first introduced the 
mw five years ago. One of the 
plaintiffs, Nina Baehr. told re- 
porters: “People told us we 
would never get this Tar in the 
courts, bur when we heard the 
news there were tears in my 
eyes. I thought 1 would cry if we 
lost, but we cried for w tithing". 

Fbr conservative critics it 
will provide a fresh ra I lying-cry 
for renewed efforts to block 
what they see as a conspiracy by 
gay activists to subvert marriage. 
Robert Knight of the Family Re- 
search Council called the ruling 
an "outrage". 

The holding of gay marriages 
in Hawaii may be delayed, how- 
ever, as the slate considers ap- 
pealing to the State Supreme 
Court. Such an appeal, which is 
highly likely, could take most of 
next year to complete. 

It ' is doubtful that the 
Supreme Court, which gave a 


provisional ruling in favour of 
gay marriage in the same case 
in 1^3. would overturn Tues- 
day's ruling. In that ease, it is 
probable that Hawaii would fi- 
nally begin to issue marriage li- 
cences to guys and lesbians 

before the end of next year. 

For Hawaii, it is likely to 
mean n flood of gays to the is- 
lands seeking to realise their 
dreams of marriage. 

The political and legal battle 
dial is already under way is fo- 
cused on the implications of the 
ruling for the rest of the Union. 
In theory, the "full faith and 
credit" provisions ot the US 
Constitution obliges every state 
to recognise the laws of others. 

L.isi September, however. 
President Bill Clinton, with the 
election looming, signed the 
"Defence of Marriage Act" 
that invites states to refuse to 
recognise gjy couples and 
senes to deny gays financial 
benefits extended to hetenv 
sexual married couples. 
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Sir Claude Hayes 


Claude Hayes was a distin- 
guished dvfl servant whose un- 
til then impeccable career 
ended in 1974 in a blaze of ad- 
verse publicity as the Crown 
Agents for Overseas Govern- 
ments and Administrations, of 
which he was Chairman, 
plunged towards a bankruptcy 
only averted by a massive 
injection of government funds. 

Hayes, the son of a Sussex vil- 
lage carpenter, confounded lo- 
cal belief in the 1920s by gaining 
scholarship after scholarship 
to advance him from village pri- 
mary via Ardingly College to a 
First at St Edmund Haft, Ox- 
ford, followed by a fellowship 
at the Sorbonne. He returned 
to Oxford in 193S briefly as a tu- 
tor at New College, before be- 
ing called up on the outbreak 
of the Second World War. 

Commissioned into the Roy- 
al .Army Service Corps, he saw 
service in France with the 
British Expeditionary Force, 
and thereafter in North Africa, 
Sicily, Italy and North-West 
Europe: from 1942 to 1945 as 
Lieutenant- Colon el, with a 
mention in dispatches. 

On demobilisation he joined 
the Civil Service Cbmnussion, 
becoming Director of Exami- 
nations and Commissioner in 
1949. He transferred to the 
Treasuty in 1957, ultimately as 
Under-Secretary responsible 
for Overseas Expenditure, with 
particular reference to the 
emergence of major colonies to 
independence. 

By this time Hayes, always an 
avid traveller, had seen a great 
deal of the world. Army service 
apart, be had secured two trav- 
elling scholarships or fellowships 
pre-war, and in 1953-54 a Nuf- 
field Foundation Fellowship 
had enabled him to tour wide- 
ly throughout the Common- 
wealth. His appointment as 
financial adviser to R.A. Butler, 
on the break-up of the Central 
African Federation and Rhode- 
sian independence, added yet 
further to the overseas back- 
ground which from then on 
governed his career. 

In 1964-65 the Wilson gov- 
ernment established the Min- 
is try of Overseas Development 
- an innovation viewed with 
some apprehension by the Trea- 
sury and the Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Office, for two 
reasons: first because each fore- 
saw some encroachment on hs 


own preserves and second, be- 
cause they had qualms about the 
formidable pairing of the new 
Minister and Permanent Sec- 
retary- Barbara Castle and the 
late Sir Andrew Cohen. They 
saw, in the Elephant and Cas- 
tle, as they were known, a blend 
of political exuberance and in- 
tellectual impatience that might 
upset the established order. 
They deemed it essential that a 
strong, scrupulous, no-nonsense 
Principal Finance Officer be 
added to the duo, and in Hayes 
they had by background and 
character the ideal choice. 

So it proved. The frenetic Co- 
hen and laconic Hayes worked 
well together. New initiatives in 
the management of the aid 
programme, conceived at the 
top then anchored to reality by 


-W. 


*Y iV 


Hayes: catamttnus error 


Hayes and his staff, met with 
success. Because the ministry 
was new, so were many of the 
staff, particularly those serving 
overseas. Hayes drove them 
hard as he drove himself; be 
gave them his trust and absolute 
support, and expected -and got 
- loyalty and trust in return. 

Aid philosophy was not his 
forte. His interests focused on 
the practicabilities of aid - its 
use, effectiveness, and value to 
donor and recipient alike. He 
sought closer links with the 
private sector in the provision 
of goods and services - an issue 
of increasing importance as 
colony after colony moved to in- 
dependence and hence freedom 
from direction. Throughout, as 
ever, Hayes travelled widely: he 
had to see for himself. 

In 1968 the post of Chairman 
of the Crown Agents for Over- 
seas Governments and Admin- 
istrations fell vacant. This 
curious organisation was neither 


a body corporate nor part of the 
Gvil Service. Lawyers described 
it as “an emanation of the 
Crown”. The Minister of Over- 
seas Development appointed 
the Chairman but had no control 
over his activities. Nor, indeed, 
had anyone else. The Chairman 
was however, generally respon- 
sible to the Minister for the 
efficient running of this office. 

The staff numbered some 
1,600 with headquarters in Lon- 
don and offices abroad. They 
operated through seven direc- 
torates and 10 departments, 
reflecting the diversity of their 
work - basically the supply of 
goods and services to the 
colonies. With the advent of 
colonial independence, that 
base had to be broadened if the 
Crown Agents were to survive, 
and to that end the Finance Di- 
rectorate had set out in 1967 to 
offer a wider range of financial 
services, including own-acoount 
activities embracing merchant 
banking operations, equity par- 
ticipations and property own- 
ership. In none of these fields 
was any member of the staff 
involved an expert. 

Hayes was offered and ac- 
cepted the chairmanship . He 
knew something of the Crown 
Agents' work, as liaison officer 
between them and the Ministry, 
and from his travels. He was 
aware of the burgeoning own- 
account activities but not of 
their extent. He sensed a need 
for the recruitment of a senior 
figure from the Gty to bead the 


Dr Hugh L’Etang 


Because Hugh LEtang was such 
a modest, understated individ- 
ual, it would be easy to under- 
estimate his contribution to 
medical publishing. He was the 
editor of the Practitioner from 
1973 to 1982, a monthly journal 
for General Practitioners. The 
Practitioner was at the height of 
its success, and for much of the 
time was the only GP journal 
doctors would subscribe to. For 
a further eight years EEtang was 
consultant editor of the Physi- 
cian and from 1986 to this 
year editor of Travel Medicine 
International. 

LEtang was encouraged to 
enter medicine by his father. But 
he was a doctor who preferred 
to observe rather than to prac- 
tise, and he did it with a glint 
in his eyes. He was the best med- 
ical copy editor I have ever en- 
countered - precise and totally 
accurate. He wrote many ac- 
claimed books. He was inter- 
ested in the effect illness had on 
world leaders and this resulted 
in titles including 77it? Patholo- 
gy of Leadership (1969), Fa to 
Lead? (1981.1) and Ailing Lead- 
ers in Power 1914-94 (1995). 

Although L'Etung was in 


many respects the quintessential 
English gentleman, his roots 
lay outside Britain. His father, 
Joseph LEtang, came from 
Mauritius in the early 1900s to 
study medicine and stayed on to 
become a family doctor in Lon- 
don, where he met Frances 
Maas, whose family was in- 
volved in the tobacco business, 
and they married in 1915. 

LEtang was educated at Hai- 
leybury, and won a scholarship 
to read Physiology at St John’s 
College, Oxford. He complet- 
ed his training at St Barthol- 
omew's Hospital, for whom he 
also played rugby. During the 
Second World War he served 
with the Royal Army Medical 
Corps, and was twice men- 
tioned in dispatches. After join- 
ing his father in general practice, 
he was a medical officer with 
North Thames Gas Board, and 
then with British European Air- 
ways. He became head of the 
medical department at the phar- 
maceutical company John 
Wyeth and Bros in 1958. 

LEtang was a voracious read- 
er, and might have followed a 
literary career. One of his re- 
sponsibilities at Wyeth was the 


writing of advertising copy. He 
would viat the company's library 
to research well-known artists 
suffering from a condition that 
one of the company's drags was 
attempting to treat A career in 
medical publishing seemed at- 
tractive and in 1969 LEtang 
landed himself a job as assistant 
editor of the Practitioner , be- 
coming editor four years later. 

My own debt to LEtang is 
enormous. When nearly 12 
years ago I set up my own 
under-capitalised medical pub- 
lishing company, Mark ADen 
Publishing a management buy- 
out from International Thom- 
son Publishing, LEtang, then 
consultant editor of the Physi- 
cian, one of the two medical 
journals I acquired, told me he 
would work for me for nothing. 

Several months later he ap- 
proached me again: “Travel 
Medicine International is up for 
sale," he said, “and urgently 
needs a buyer. If you agree 
to buy it I will work for the 
publication as editor, free.” 

Hugh LE tang's much-loved 
wife, Cecily Tinker, was a re- 
spected doctor in her own right. 
They were inseparable. She 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


HUGHES: On 26 November, lo 
Angela and Mark, a beautiful daugh- 
ter. Sophie Jane. 


DEATHS 


WCTHTiX-PENTNEY: Dr Hugh, hus- 
band of Amabel. father of Christine, 
died on 2 December 1996. Granadan 
ui West Norwood Crematorium. Lon- 
don SE27, on Tuesday 10 December 
31 midday. AH welcome afterwards. 
Enquiries lo The Funeral Centre, 
01SI-695 0999. No flowers, bui 
donations la English National Opera 
Baylis Programme. 


Announcements Tor Gazette 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS may be telephoned to 
0171-293 2011 (24-bonr answering 
machine 0171-293 2012) or faxed to 
0171-293 2010, and are charged at 
£6-50 a line |VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Lady Balfour of Burleigh (Janet 
Bruce), editor, writer and consultant, 
5t; Mr Jose Carreras, operatic leoor, 
49; Lord Chalfiont, chairman, VSEL, 
77; Miss Lucie Clayton, founder of 
the Lucie Clayton model and secre- 
tarial agency, 68; Sir William Down- 
ward, former Lord-Lien tenant of 
Greater Manchester, 84; Lord Dubs, 
former MP, 64; Miss Enid Mary 
E ssa m e, former Headmistress, 
Oueenswood School, 90, Mr "Ran 
Graham MP, 52; Mr John Home 
Robertson MP. 48; The Earl of 
Longford, writer and former imnis- 
ter. 91; Mr Ibny Maher, founder and 

former chairman and chief executive, 
Penios, 61; Mr Sheridan Motley, 
writer, biographer and broadcaster, 
55; Lord Napier and Ettridc, private 
secretary to Princess Margaret 66; 
Lord Nat han , former chair man. Roy- 
al Society of Arts, 74; Mr Malcolm 
Russell, musician. 6ft Mr Jeremy 
Sand ford, writer. 62; Mr Harold 
Sc bug- Momcilo re, banister, 72; Mr 
Baden Skitt, chief constable, Hert- 
fordshire, 55; Dame Mary Smieton, 
former senior civil servant 94. 


Anniversaries 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tta Umnoil The ttokcof Edtnbanfe am mu 
cnpipcaiuxkDStjiKiua cr. The Date antflLM. 

tent Iht ul [hr Nimam Onininai Tier 

bi TafrirarSqtaic, LimJan WCi and a ilatoef 
pn Ml hr Ibc Ruud Naliuoa] Miwkui hi Dctji Sea 
FgUmtacn 3l itn- HflO. I 

h< ccktmc the .TKcnitr of iu Rcoal Charier 
TT» PHkh Bi^WL Patrun, Vfoin Sappuo. 
duinlhc Mtb Merluqsrf ibe Advtann Boaidai 
Church Hum LiUkinn SWl; and is Pmidm. 
Site ibc Cbldicn FumX. aarnb the Fcunul of 


Trees Gab Drnnr,. NjikxuI Hntm Mrenn, 
Lnodrei SW7. Prince*, Michael of B&9M attend, 
-\teftf *1 KnftlhddBr'.Sl Puli Kiwliifnlff, 
Luftire SWT 


Changing' of the Guar* 

The Household (.stain Mnujtcd 
nasmfc.lbeQKW'j Life Guard ai Ffor 
I Ian. 


Births: Robert Harley, first Earl of 
Oxford, politician, 166; Christina 
Georgina Rossetti, poet, 1830; 
George Armstrong Custer, cavalry 
commander, 1839; Sir John Freder- 
ick Bridge, composer. 1844; Admi- 
ral John Rusbworth JeOtcoe, first Ead 
Jcllicoe. commander of the Fleet at 
Jutland, 1859; Fritz Lang, film di- 
rector, 1890; Waller (Wall) Elias Dis- 
ney, artist and film producer, 1901; 
Oita Preminger, 61m director, 1906. 
Deaths: Francis fZ, ting of France. 
1560; Sir Henry Wo Hon, diplomat, 
poet and author, 1639; Giovanni Bat- 


tista Morgagni, pathologist. 1771; 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, com- 
poser, 1791; Alexandre Davy de la 
PaiUeierie Dumas pin, novelist, 
1870; Sir Henry Tire, sugar refiner 
and philanthropist, 1899; Oaude- 
Oscar Monet, painter, 1926; Nicholas 
Jan Kubelik, violinist. 1940; Joseph 
Erl anger, neuro-physiologist, 1965; 
Princess Andrew of Greece, moth- 
er of the Duke of Edinburgh, 1969; 
Jimmy Nervo (James Holloway), 
comedian, 1975; Ethel Edith Mari- 
nin, novelist and travel writer. 1984. 
On this day: thousands of Eves were 
lost following a great earthquake in 
the Neapolitan area, 1456; James 
Christie, London auctioneer, held his 
first sale, 1766; the brig Mary Celeste 
was found abandoned in the Atlantic, 
1872; Ethel Mary Charles became the 
first woman in Britain to qualify as 
an architect, 1892; under the 21&t 
Amendment, prohibition was re- 
pealed in the United Slates, 1933; 
Britain declared war on Finland, 
Hungary and Romania after they 
refused to withdraw from the war 
against the Soviet Union, 1941; 
Britain's Gist motorway, a bypass 
around Preston, opened, 1958; the 
first British woman priest was 
ordained in New Jersey, United 
States, 1981; thg United Kingdom 
withdrew from membership of Un- 
esoo, 1985. IbdaQf is the Feast Day of 
St Birinas, St Christina, St Crispin*. 
St John Almond, St Justinian or 
Iestin, St Niceties of Trier, St Sabas 
and St Sigiramnus or ffyrari. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: The Rev Donokl 

Reeves, "Advent Q: Advent and 
Christmas”, 1pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Jacob Si- 
mon, “The An of the Picture Frame; 


Directorate, citing his own lack 
of relevant knowledge and ex- 
perience. However, he accept- 
ed assurances about the calibre 
of the director in situ - until h 
was far too late. 

By the end of 1970, the Fi- 
nance Directorate, living dan- 
gerously, was in effect operating 
as a high-risk bank, with over 
£400m wrapped up in loans and 
properties world-wide. Then 
came the crash. By 1974, wkh ma- 
jor bam worthless and the prop- 
erty market in tatters, the Crown 
Agents faced bankruptcy. 

The Government stepped in, 
provided a rescue package of 
£175m and commissioned an in- 
quiry into the causes of this huge 
disaster. The resultant report, 
200 pages long and two years in 
the making, reads today like 
some preview of the collapse of 
Barings’ bank. For in a widely 
critical assessment of what went 


wrong, the commission identi- 
fied rogue traders in the Fi- 
nance Directorate as central 
to the ddbicle, their lack of ; 
expertise and firm control con- ' 

trihntrvy fartrtrg Tlp fnip^ ^ ym ] 

added a rider to the effect that , 
what went wrong was a part only I 
of the Crown Agents’ activities, , 
themselves only part of their to- i 
tal business, otherwise weO con- i 
ducted through a devoted and i 
loyal staff. It was the actions of j 
fust a few individuals that had ! 
brought catastrophe for alL 

But Hayes sought no. excus- ; 
es. He publicly acknowledged j 
.his responsibility for all actions , 
of the Crown Agents and re- . 
fused to s hift the blame for fi- ! 
nanriaJ disaster. This was the 
year that saw his retirement. 

Hayes the official was not al- 
ways an easy colleague, always 
a combative opponent. Strong- 
willed, quick-thinking, a 
autocratic, he was never other 
than fair, straightforward and 
supportive of his staff. Herein, 
paradoxically, lay perhaps both 
his strength and his weakness; 
for once assured of a subordi- 
nate’s loyalty and integrity he 
gave his trust, and expected like 
return. But such assurance is 
self-assessed, and in the case of 
the Finance Directorate, proved 
wholly misplaced. And the price 

of his error was calamitous. 

Hayes in private was a gen- 
erous, unassuming, dryly hu- 
morous man, deeply devoted to 
his family, his home *nri his gar- 
den. The pride of his retiring 
years was ins listed medieval hall 
home, Pr mkham , in Kent, 
which he and his wife had 
meticulously restored and fur- 
nished throughout a decade. 
Their joint talents were great; 
so was this achievement 


William Bell 


Claude James Hayes, civil servant 
bom Whst Hoathfy, Sussex 23 
March 1912; Deputy Director cf 
Examinations, Civil Service Com- 
mission 1945-49, Dtreaen- and 
Commissioner 1949-57. Secre- 
tary 1955-57; Assistant Secretary, 
HM Treasury 1957-64. Under- 
secretary 1964-65; Principal Fi- 
nance Officer Ministry cf Overseas 
Development 1965-68; Chairman, 
Crown Agents for Overseas Gov- 
ernments and Administrations 
1968-74; CMG 1969, KCMG 
1974 ; married 1940 Jotpi Fttt 
(died 1984; two sons, one daugh- 
ter); died 20 Noverriber 1996. 



L’Etang: gHnt in the eye 


would accompany Hugh to 
meetings and help him report 
them. She was the cornerstone 
of his life. 

Mark Allen 


Hugh Joseph Charles James 

writer bom 23 November 1917; 
Medical Adviser, North Thames 
Gas Board 1948-56, British Eu- 
ropean Airways 1956-58; Medical 
Adviser, John Wyeth 1958-69; 
Assistant and Deputy Editor, the 
Practitioner 1969-73, Editor 
1973-82; Consultant Editor, the 
Physician 1983-91; married 1951 
Coaly Tinker (died 1996; one son, 
erne daughter); died Loudon 25 
November 1996. 


artists and their picture frames’', 
1.10pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: An- 
thony North. “Substitutes for Silver”, 
230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Jennifer Gordon, 
“Aftermath of V/ar. reforming tire 
figure”. 1pm. 

British Museum: George Hart, 
Temples of the Egyptian 'Western 
Desert”, 1.15pm. 

Royal Society or Uteratnre, London 
W2: Stytrtre Monad, “The Qraek in 
the friimg: sight aT«t vision in Dick- 
ens", 7 pm. 


Janet Edward 


A Service of Thanksgiving for tire life 
of Janet Edward will be held on 
Friday 6 December at 230pm in 
Cbicbester Cathedral. 


Dinners 

The Speafcer 

Miss Betty Boothroyd, Speaker of the 
House of Commons, held a dinner 
yesterday evening in Speaker’s 
House, London SWL in honour of 
a Parliamentary Delegation from 
Bolivia. led by Mr George PresteL 
President of the Chamber of 
Deputies. 


Atlantic Council 


Mr WDliam D. Rogers, Senior Part- 
ner or Arnold and Porter and Vice- 
Chairman of Kissinger Associates 
Incorporated, spoke at n forum 
briefing of the Atlantic Council of tire 
United Kingdom held yesterday 
evening at Atlantic House, London 
SWL His subject was "Changing 
Horses: the new Clinton team and 
foreign policy". Mr Alan Lee 
WOtiamswasin the chair. 
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Bastin, as Baron Ochs, with Hetga Demescti hi Der ftasenfmaDer, 1974 


Jules Bastin 


During a career lasting 35 years, 
the Belgian bass Jules Bastin ac- 
quired an enviable reputation 
both as a comic singer and as a 
basse chantante in the best 
French tradition. 

At Covent Garden he ap- 
peared only in the former cate- 
gory, as Baron Ochs in Der 
RasenkavaEer and Balducd in 
Benvenuto CeUini, but his wide 
repertory included such roles as 
Sars^io'mDieZauberfldte.Ha- 
gan in Reyeris Si&mL, which he 
sang for Radio 3 and also record- 
ed, King Henxy in Lohengrin and 
tiie Grand Inquisitor in Don Car- 
los, which be sang at the Paris 


*\5etma State Opera, Brussels 
and Antwerp. However, his . 
enormous figure, though frcould 
be imposing in tragedy^ was 
used to even greater effect in 
comedy, ^faere his superb dic- 
tion, especially in French, was 
' also a major benefiL 

Jules Bastin was bora in 
Pom-L^neuville,near\feTvim, 
and taught English and Histo- 
ry at a grammar school in Brus- 
sels before beginning vocal 
studies with the tenor Fr6d£ric 
Anspach, a noted teacher. He 
also attended the Opera Studio 
at the Theatre de la Monnaie, 
where he made his stage debut 
in 1960 as Caronte (Charon) in 
Monteverdi's Orfeo. 

He appeared in Brussels, 
Liege, Charleroi and French 
provincial cities such as Rouen, 
singing Zuniga in Carmen, 
Brdtigny in Marion and other 
minor roles. In 1972 he made 
his London debut as the Papal 
Treasurer, Balducd, in Ben- 
venuto CeUim at a Prom concert 
in the Albert Hall, and .Balducd 
became one of his favourite 
roles. He sang it at Covent 
Garden in January 1976, at La 
Scala with the Royal Opera that 
March, as well as in many oth- 
er cities, including Buenos 
Aires, Lyons, Florence, and in 


1995, in one of his last appear- 
ances, at the Rome Opera. 

Meanwhile Bastin had made 
his Gwent Garden d£but m 
1974 as Baron Ochs. This soon 
became another favourite role, 
which he recorded and sang in 
Rouen, Strasbourg, Amster- 
dam and Brussels. In 1975 he 
sang the Marquess of Calatra- 
va in La form del destinp and the 
Hebrew Elder ]n;,Samson er 
Dalda at the Paris Opfira, where 
in 1979 he took part in the first 
performance of the complete 
three-act version of Lulu, 
singing the Theatre director 
andtneBanker. The same year 
he.:. Appjfared ; at .J££y-e n- 
Jhriwenee, as (the 

Bartdkfjri Le nozze di Figaro. 

A new era began at the 
Th&ltredela Monnaie in Brus- 
sels on 10 November 1981, 
when Gerard M order took over 
the direction of the theatre. 
Bastin sang the Grand Inquisi- 
tor in the opening production, 
Don Carlos , and was described 


as a “gigantic praying mantis". 
For the next 10 years he ap- 


For the next 10 years he ap- 
peared there frequently, as Path 
dolfe in Massenet’sCradri/fon, 
Publius in La clemeraa di Tito, 
the Badger and the Parson in 
Jandcek's Cunning Little Vixen, 
the Mayor in Jenufa, the 
Theatre Director and the 
Banker in Lulu and many oth- 
er roles. He scored a tremen- 
dous hit in 1986 as BaronZeta 
in The Mary Widow, staged 
at the Cirque Royale, which 
was then transported to Blos- 
som Music Center in Ohio, 
where his Baron .was judged-' 
“endearingly gobfjr’’. . J 
His other comic roles. in- _ 
duded Colonel Frank 'mDieFle- 
dermaus , the Viceroy in La 
Perichole , both of which he 
sang in Strasbourg; Agamem- 
non in La Belle H&inei n 1983 
at Geneva, where he “added to 
his already healthy girth with a 


Jules Armand Bastin, opera 
singer bom Pont-Ligneuvillc, 
Belgium 18 Month 1933; died 
Brussels 2 December 1996. 


Barry 

Prothero 


Barry Prothero was a commit- 
ted adder for gay liberation an# 
an innovative curator, who 
helped set up and direci the 
Angel R«w Gallery for Not- 
rinchamshire County Council. 

After university in his native 
Australia. Prothero worked in 
art gulkrics, which spurred him 
towards further study at Sydney 
University, where he sp ecia lised 
In the history of art. A brilliant 
student, he was awarded a gov- 
ernment scholarship tq attend 
the Warburg Institute in Lon- 
don. and in 1977 spent bit 
months in Italy practising the 
language and studying art at lint 
hand before moving to London. 

Excited by London’s cultur- 
al and political activity, Prothero 
found the atmosphere of the 
Whrburg too conservative, and 
transferred to the more liberal 
Courtaukl Institute, though his 
request to write about David 
Hockney was turned down on 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


huge rubber ring” in the bathing 
scene in the third act. The 
same year he offered a notably 
drunken Vhriaam in Boris Go- 
dunov at Avignon, and ap- 
peared as Pluto, Jupiter and 
Neptune in Rameau’s Hippoly- 
te et Aricie in Aix. The As- 
trologer Siroco in Chabrier’s 
L'Etoile at the Opeira Comiquc 
in 1984 provided him with an- 
other enjoyable rale, which he 
repeated at the Edinburgh Fes- 
tival the following year, “in his 
most splendidly rotund form”. 

Bastin appeared several 
times in North America: in 
1977 ai^ Toronto he sang Suip ice 
in Donizetti's La fille du regi- 
ment, while in Philadelphia he 
sang LeBailli in fJferr/wr (1984), 
a “roguish'’ Varlaam (1987) 
and “a deftly humorous” 
Gamekeeper in Dvorak's /Susa/- 
ka (1988). Having already sung 
die King of Clubs in Lave for 
Three Oranges at Geneva in 
1984, he scored one of the 
greatest triumphs of his career 
as Cleonte, the giant Cook 
with a penchant for pretty rib- 
bons, at Aix in 1989. He also 
recorded this role. 

Jules Bastin continued 
singing into the 1990s, appear- 
ing as Mozart's Baitolo at Glyn- 
deboume and as Geronte in 
Manon Lescaut at Paris-Bastille , 
in 1991. On 31 December that 
year he sang Bartolo in Brussels 
at the last performance of the 
. Mortier regime at the Thfidtre 
de la Monnaie. In 1993 be took 
rent m the first performance of i 
Debussy's tmffiushed 
et Climbie at the newly rebuilt 
Lyons Opera House ana, his ca- 
reer coming full aide, sang the 
. role of his . debut, Caronte in i 
Orfeo, at Salzburg. 

Elizabeth Forbes 


Barry Graeme Prothero, curator 
bom Perth, Australia 28 
May 1945; died London 26 
November 1996. 


Ex-prisoner cannot sue prosecution service 


CHoto v Home Office and another; 
Court of Appeal (Lord Bingham 
of CamhilL Lord Chief Justice, 
Lord Justice Auld, Lord Justice 
Mummery) 20 November 1996 


LAW REPORT 


5 December 1996 


An accused person who had. 
been remanded in custody 
pending trial bad no right to sue 
either the Home Office or the 
Crown Prosecution Service if 
they were held in custody be- 
yond the statutory tune limit. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by the plain- 
tiff, Jeaneue Ann Ototu, 
against the derision of Barbara 
Dohmann QC, sitting as a 
deputy High Court judge on 29 


April 1996, to strike out the 
plaintiffs claim aoninst the 


plaintiffs claim against the 
Home Office, and allowed an 


Home Office, and allowed an 
appeal by the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service against the judge’s 
refusal to strike out a separate 
claim against it. 

In February 1994 the plain- 
tiff was arrested and charged 
with criminal offences for 
which, on 25 April 1994, she 
was committed in custody by 
the magistrates' court for trial 
at the Crown Court. She was 
held in custody until her release 
on 3 November 1994, a period 
of 193 days. 

She contended that the last 

81 days of this period of de- 
. tentiou were unlawful, being in 


excess of the time limit of 112 
days .between committal and 
ar raignm ent prescribed by reg- 
ulation 5(3){a) of the Prose- 
cution of Offences (Custody 
Time Limits) Regulations 1987, 
as' amended. She sued the 
Home Office, as the depart- 
ment responsible for prisons, 
claiming damages for false 

imprisonment 

She also sued the CPS for 
damages for breach of its statu- 
tory duty, under regulation 
6(1), to bring her before the 
court so that she might be 
admitted to bail. 

Both defendants applied un- 
der Order 18, rule 19 of the 
Rules of the Supreme Court, 
for the claims to be struck out 
as disclosing no reasonable 
cause of action. 

Nicholas Blake QC and Tbn Gwen 
(Battens Mackan, Bristol ) for the 
plaintiff; Stephen Richards ftnasnry 
Solicitor l far the defendants. 


Lord Bi n g h am CJ said that, fol- 
lowing her committal under 
.-section 6 of the Magistrates' 
Courts Act 1980, the plaintiff 
' was to be regarded as in the 
custody of the Crown Court 
(see section 22(l)(b)(ii) of the 


Prosecution of Offences Act 
1985 and regulation 5(2)(a) of 
the regulations). Only by order, 
of the court could that period 
of custody be brought to an 
end. 

Once the custody time lim- 
it had expired without extension 
(see section 22(3) of the 1985 
Act) the Crown Court would 
have been obliged to order the 
plaintiff's release, but such re- 
lease would have been on hail 
and could have been subject to 
terms. 

In his Lordship’s view, once 
the custody time limit had ex- 
pired the plaintiff was unlaw- 
fully detained, and an order for 
her release could have been ob- 
tained either from the Crown 
Court or the Divisional Court. 
But it did not follow that in the 
absence of any such order the 
governor was guilty of falsely 
imprisoning the plaintiff and he 
was neither entitled nor bound 
to release her. 

The issue in relation to the 
CPS was whether the statuto- 
ry duty imposed by regulation 
6, which it wholly railed to per- 
form, was a public law duty 


able by an action for compen- 
sation. This depended on the 
whether Parliament, in passing 
the Act, or the Secretary of 
Slate, in making the regula- 
tions, intended them to confer 
such a right. Regard must 
be had to the object and scope 
of the provisions, the class (if 
any) intended to be protected 
by them, and the means of 
redress open to a member of 
such a class if the duty was not 
performed. 

The object of the provisions 
was clearly to expedite prose- 
cutions and protect defendants 
remanded in custody from lan- 
guishing there for excessive 
periods. But while the power 
conferred on the Secretaiy of 
State by section 22 was ex- 
pressed in very broad terms, 
there was nothing tcLStiggest 
that Pari iament intended to 
give him power to create new 
private law rights of action. 

If far any reason the CPS did 
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himseuinto gay politics, and was 
an active member of the Gay 
Activist Alliance, taking part in 
campaigns lo “zap" W.H^ 


v 
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campaigns lo “zap" W.H^ 
Smith’s shops for their refusar - 
to sell Gov News, and picketing 
British Home Stores for sacking 
a cay worker. TLmv Whitehead. 

In 1980 Protliero became 
the first gay rights officer at the 
National Council for Civil Lib- 
erties. Here he contributed to 

publications on employment 
rights and initiated campaigns 
to raise the issue of transsexu- 
als, getting the ease of April 
Ashlcv taken up by the Euro- 
pean tourt of Human Rights. 

He then moved briefly to the 
Lesbian and Gay Centre, the 
brainchild of the Greater Lon- 
don Council, before returning 
to his first love as visual arts of- 
ficer for Nottingham County 
Council and moving to Not- 
tingham. Determined that the 
city should have u gallery de- 
voted to contemporary work, he 
persuaded the council to set up 
the elegant and spacious Angel 
Row Gallery in a prime city- 
centre site. He devised a wide- 
ranging programme which 
eluded work by artists such us 
Alison Wikling and John Keane 
as wefi as exhibitions of fine 
crafts. A major success was to 
commission Helen Chadwick, 
lo cast her sculptural pieces Piss 
Flowers (1994) for a spectacu- 
lar show which subsequently 
toured to the Serpentine 
Gallery in London. Prothero’s 
confidence, knowledge and 
inter-personal skills calmed the 
anxieties of local counsellors 
about work which carried an cl- 
ement of sensationalism. Am- 
ong other thought-provoking 
exhibitions were installations by 
Susan Trangmar and Duncan 
Higgins which were visual re- 
sponses to coal mining, an in- 
dustry which had dominated the 
area for nearly 200 years. 

Two years ago mcrcasing ill- 
health led Plrothero to take ear- 
ly retirement and he returned to 
London. Earlier this year his 
long-time partner, Tun Lunn, 
died, leaving him bereft. Despite if 
foiling health (he died of an Aids- 
related illness) he continued to 
pursue the interests which 
throughout his life had given him 
pleasure notably music, the 
visual arts and theatre. 

Slight in stature, with chis- 
elled features and curly black 
hair, Barry Prothero brought to 
his work not only Byronic good 
looks, but an intellectual rigour, 
a lively imagination and, most 
usefully, a wicked wiL 
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not perform its duty, a defen- 
dant injured by that .failure 
was doubtless expected to ap- 
ply for release on bailat once, 
such application being assured 

of success. It cannot lave been 

intended to confer a private law 
right of action for damages In 
such circumstances. - : 


torm, was a public taw duty 
only, or could -also give rise 
to a private law right enfbrce- 


Paul Mftgntfc, Barrister 
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Love thy neighbour is the lesson for Number 10 


M emo t° Tony Blair; do not let 
Gordon Brown gain 
eijil allies m a Labour cabinet 

i ms week has been an important lesson 
in the dynamics of modem British go*- 
eminent Kenneth Clarke won a crush- 

mg victory over the Prime Minister with 

the help of Michael Heseltine, 

We have seen in the recent past how 
a Chancellor can overwhelm his next- 
door neighbour if the occupant of 10 
Downing Street allows him to make 
alliances. Nigel Lawson did it to Mar , 
garet matcher in 1988, forcing her to 
declare that the pound would go into 
the European exchange rate mecha- 
nism “when the time is right”. He and 
Sir Geoffrey Howe, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, ambushed her before the Euro- 
pean summit in Madrid, men John 
Major himself did it to her, in 1990, 
when she finally agreed to join the 
ERM - against what she thought was 
her better judgement mat time, Dou- 
glas Hurd, the Foreign Secretary, was 
the Chancellor's leverage partner. 

It was Hugh Dalton, Labour’s post- 
war Chancellor, who observed that the 
Jpore free the traffic through the con- 
necting door between Nos 10 and 11, the 

happier the government When rela- 
tions are poor, the government is weak; 
conversely, when relations are dose and 
harmonious, governments tend to be 
strong. Labour would probably not 
have been able to come through the 
1976 IMF crisis if Jim Callaghan and 


Denis Healey had not worked well 
together. Geoffrey Howe’s 1981 budget, 
based on the solid foundation of like 
minds, was the turning point of Mrs 
matcher’s first administration. 

Mr Major knows this already, of 
course, beca u se it was his former ally 
Norman Lamont who threatened the 
tmity of the Government with ins scep- 
ticism about the ERM - such that he 
“sang in the bath” when the pound was 
bounced out of it. But now the con- 
necting door between Downing Street 
neighbours seems firmly dosed. Mr 
Major is already on record. His 
“instincts” are against a single European 
currency. Mr Clarke, likewise, is on 
record. There could be benefits in join- 
ing the euro and it would be “senseless” 
to rule it out. So they have wotted out 
a compromise, which is to leave the 
option open. But it gets harder and 
harder to fridge a question of such cen- 
tral importance as die date draws nearer 
to foe election— followed less than ayear 
later by the deadline for a decision. 

This week, it seems Mr Major wanted 
to send a signal to the Conservative Party 
that there was no question of his join- 
ing the single currency in the first wave, 
while keeping the option open in pub- 
lic and thus keeping his Chancellor. 
Whether someone overdid the whis- 
pering in the ear of 77ie Daily Telegraph, 
or whether it was simply a crass and 
counter-productive idea, we cannot 
know. But the ferret, instead of flushing 



ONE CANADA SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON EHoDL 
TELEPHONE 0171-293 2000 / 0171-545 2000 FAX 0TT1-29S 2435 / 0171-345 2435 


out a rabbit, let loose a pair of wily old 
foxes, in the form of Mr Clarke and Mir 
Heseltine, who were given the chance 
bluntly to reassert the compromise posi- 
tion. Mr Major had no choice but to be 
uncharacteristically emphatic in his 
answers to the Labour leader in the 
Commons on Tuesday - , his government 
wffl not rule out the option of joining the 
single currency, not even in the election 
aonpaffL That last bit in italics is impor- 
tant; so important that it might just be 
top of Labour’s list for sentences to 
quote back at Conservatives when the 
campaign gets properly underway, 
me silence on the Toxy benches 


marked a significant historical moment 
For the Euro-sceptical mainstream, it 
dawned on them that Mr Major was not 
going to spring the “not in the next Par- 
liament” surprise which they believe is 
essential to winning the next election. 
For the rest, it dawned that the unity 
on the issue, which they thought bad 
been skilfully and convincingly put 
together at Bournemouth last month, 
was not going to last. 

There now opens up the appalling 
prospect of the Tories imitating Labour 
in the 1983 election, with the party 
leadership and the membership going 
to the polls on rival programmes. The 


manifesto will keep the option open, 
but as mam as two-thirds of Tbty can " 
didates will tell their electors that they 
would never vote to “abolish the 
pound". Yesterday, as we report today, 
it emerged that this Euro-sceptical 
majority will include ministers who will 
have tobe repudiated just as the elec- 
tion campaign gets under way. 

The remarkable thing is that, unlike 
Labour in 1983, either programme could 
be popular. The electorate is broadly 
hostile to the single currency, but it also 
strongly supports the argument for keep- 
ing the option open. Few voters, how- 
ever, are likely to look favourably on a 
party which tries to adopt both positions. 
And the problem for the Tories now is 
that they cannot help themselves. 

Formally, the compromise position 
will now bold until the election. But with 
some ministers now describing their out- 
look as “suicidal" as a result of Tues- 
day’s Prime Minister's Questions, dis- 
cipline is dangerously dose to breaking 
down. Westminster’s corridors are abuzz 
with post-election Tory leadership talk 
again - the worst posable sign for the 
party’s electoral optimism. Once again, 
so soon after an apparently successful 
party conference in October, we are 
back to speculating that the lory party' 
is sliding towards disaster, in the grip of 
an ideological conflict which it is inca- 
pable of resolving while still in power. 

Of course, in 1983 the Tories won a 
144-seat majority over a divided 


pibour Party. Mr Blair's new Labour 
is not going io win a landslide of that 
size, is it? Most chilling of all for the 
Tories this week was the ICM poll, 
which put them on 31 per cent, behind 
Labour on 50 per cent. That is the 
polling company - the Tories’ own, in 
fact - which is most cheerful about the 
Tories’ chances. If that were the out- 
come of the election. Labour would 
probably win a majority of 190-odd 
seats. Silly - isn’t it? 

Old habits 
dine hard 

A survey out today shows a surpris- 
ingly high proportion of the popu- 
lation never eats "ethnic" food. The flip- 
side of the finding is that a large number 
of people eat a great deal of rogan ghosh, 
spaghetti alio vongole or egg-fried rice. 
Eating habits may seem a trivial form of 
distinguishing people. But cultural divi- 
sions remain deep, separating the old 
from the young, city dwellers from those 
who live in the country - and those to 
whom fenugreek and coriander are 
essential from those who add only salt 
and pepper. The survey is a reminder 
that “internationalisation" has not 
touched large chunks of British society, 
at least in that significant part of our 
social anatomy - the stomach. 
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We’re back on 
the road to 
r Wigan Pier 

Sin Paul Ashton suggests that 
malnutrition in Britain today is due 
more to fecklessness on the part of 
benefit claimants than to 

• -Inadequate levels of benefit 

(letters, 3 December). He goes on 
to describe a meal produced for 
less than £1.50 per head. 

Such arguments are not new. 
George Orwell comments on a 
similar “disgusting public wrangle 
about the minimum weekly sum on 
which a human being could keep 
alive" in his 1937 essay The Road to 
WigtmPier. 

Income Support/Jobseekerfc 
Allowance rates are lower than 
those quoted by Mr Ashton. A 
single person aged 18 to 24 receives 
£37.90 each week. An extra £10 is 
paid to those aged 25 or over. 

This weekly allowance is 
intended to cover the cost of fuel, 
replacement clothing, furniture 
and household equipment, 
toiletries, cleaning materials, 
transport and leisure items as well 
as food. Additionally, those people 
living in private rented 
accommodation are likely to have 
to meet a significant shortfall 
between their rent and their 
4 Housing Benefit. 

It is also worth noting that many 
benefit claimants five on large 
estates or without their own 
transport. This makes it difficult to 
use supermarkets -forcing people 
to use local shops, which often have 
only a limited range of fresh food 
while charging higher prices. 

Mr Ashton’s final suggestion 
that the problem lies with the 
misallocation of resources on non- 
essentials such as tobacco, alcohol 
and lottery tickets is typical of 
those who would rather find a 
victim to blame than address a 
problem. 

MIKE BOLTON 
Nottingham 

Sin It might be possible for a family 
on benefit to cover food bills, but if 
a child needs new clothes, shoes or 
school uniform then someone will 

go hungry that week. And if a 

major household item such os the 
cooker or washing machine fails, 
there is no provision for 

rC Vfcb3ong to a Catholic welfare 

# group and we can state that it is not 

possible to erisu long-term, on 

benefit. The charity we work for is 
contacted weekly by welfare 
professionals - health visitors and 
social workers - with requests to 
provide basic essentials. suchM 
dothes, furniture, bedding, fridges, 
cookers, washing machines and 
even money for food and heatmg 
bills [f the welfare professionals 
are pushed into reliance on the 

voluntary sector iheo there 

certainly must be huge boles m the 
welfare net. 

WINSTON WALLER 
JOANNA WALLER 
Whitsiabk fvotr 

Sin The Government is to reduce 

sasasgt. 

9 nem*r 27 November). The 
assumption seems to be that the 

SSloyed arc 

that there are lots of jobs just 
♦ overcame the 

considerable disab^y 

and obtained a good qualification 

but was made redundant when the 
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firm had to reduce staff. He has 
written many hundreds of letters 
and applications, and has bad 
dozens of interviews. But after four 
years, he is still unemployed. 

This is the kind of person which 
this policy is going to penalise. The 
question is asked: “Why should the 
taxpayer pay for those who don’t 
work? Who pays for 
unemployment?" The Question 
sfaonJdbe: “Who pays for our 
much-vaunted increase in 
l nroductivitv?” In our industries we 


have increased productivity by the 
simple device of increasing the 
number of non-productive people, 
and it is they who are paying. 

Onr son has lived for about 10 
years in a small one-bedroom flat 
in Wolverhampton; this is one of 
his few forms of dignity and 

independence -is he going to have 
to give it up under the new polity? 

The poheyaow being announced 
penafoes those who are already 
suffering from their inability to 
contribute to the productivity of this 
country. This is a fundamentally 
immo ral proposition. 

Bishop JOHN D DAVIES 
Froncysyllie, North Wales 
The writer is former Bishop of 
Shrewsbury 

Sin Paul Ashton dearly believes 
that the virtuous restraint he exerts 
over his food budget should be an 

inspiration to aB social security 

claimant s. 

Thank goodness I don’t have to 
share the dinner table with him. 

Sucfamean-spiritednessin 

condemning the right of dmmants 

to enjoy a few non-essential items 
must make him a pretty 

■ ■ jUi.w on m n ar nfin - 


Hung parliament 
is on the cards 

Sin There has been mach analysis 
(27 November and following) on 
whether the Budget will help the 
Conservatives to win the general 
election - or on whether the 
Budget will make no difference and 
Labour might be still on course to 
win. 

A case can be made that a hung 
Parliament is statistically the most 
likely outcome. 

The outcome of die 1992 general 
election was, in terms of seats, as 
follows: Conservative 336, Labour 
271, Others 44. As a resulrof 
snhseqnent boundary changes and 
an increase in the total cumber of 
seats from 651 to 659, and fanoring 
by-election results (and defections) 
smee 1992, the parties appear to go 
into 1997 roughly as follows in 
notional terms: Conservative 340, 
Labour 275, Others 44; this equates 
to an overall Conservative majority 
over aD other parties of 21. 

Three working assumptions can 
realistically be made for the 
purposes of projecting the 1997 
election result: i) There wili be no 
net movement between “Others" 
and either of the two largest 
parties; fi) Labour will not lose any 
seats to the Conservatives in net 
terms; in) Labour will not end up 
with an overall majority of more 
than 60. Such a majority would 


Conservatives. Within the model 
devised above, the following range 
of results can be deduced: i) 
Labour wins 0 to 10 seats. 
Conservative overall majority; ii) 
Labour wins 11 to 54 seats, hung 


85 seatsfrom the Conservatives. It 
should be noted that just to win an 
overall majority of 1, Labour needs 
to gain 55 seals from the 


85 seats: overall Labour majority of 
; upto60. 

It can be seen that the “bung 
parliament” range, consisting of 11 
to 54 seats gained by Labour, 
represents over half of the 
potential range of 0 to 85 seats 
1 gained by Labour. This does seem 
to suggest that a hung parliament is 
rather more likely than the 
finan cial markets appear currently 
to a ssume. 

MC FITZPATRICK 
Head of Economics 

ChantreyVkUacott 

London WC I 

Sir. Your front page article of 2 
December suggests that John 
Major may go to the polls earlier 
than 1 May, in part because the 
Ulster Unionists are unhappy with 
the prospect of ageneral election 
on the same day as the local 
elections here. 

This seems rather improbable; 

our local elections will fake place 

on Wednesday 21 May, so it is 
rather unlikely that the 
Westminster elections will coincide 
with them. __ 

Your correspondent correctly 
notes that our local elections use 
proportional representation, but 

goes on to suggest that this system 

favours fan Paisley's Democratic 
Unionist Party. 

In fact the DUP has got fewer 


votes in recent local elections than 
in European elections or last May’s 
Forum elections; and the operation 
of the Single Hansferable Vote 
clearly favours “centre” parties 
such as the UUP, the SDLP and the 
Alliance Party, rather than parties 
on the extreme. Even in 1981, when 
the DUP got slightly more votes 
than the UUP in local elections, 
they did not win quite as many 
seats. 

NICHOLAS WHYTE 

Party Organises Alliance Party of 

Northern Ireland 

Belfast 


‘Apartheid’ on 
the West Bank 

Sin 1 was saddened to read Patrick 
Cockburn’s report from the West 
Bank (“Netanyahu says Palestinian 
land is empty”, 28 November). The 
report said: “Mr Netanyahu may 
not be in favour of ethnic cleansing 
but his belief that the West Bank is 
‘empty’ will worry Palestinians.” 

I have just returned from the 
West Bank where I met the widow 
of AtaUah Amira, the 36-year-old 
Palestinian referred to in the article 
who was shot dead by Israeli 
soldiers for protesting peacefully 
against the confiscation of his land. 

The Palestinians in this 
community are more than just 
worried. There is also confusion 
and fear-why was an unarmed 
man shot during a non-violent 


There is a sense of betrayal - two 
months ago the Israeli government 


pass the sick bag. 
PAUL RICKARD 
Kingston, Surrey 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

Far 0171-293 2056; e-mail : letters@mdepcndent.co.uk). 

' E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


promised AtaUah they would not 
lake his land but then they moved 
the fence surrounding the Israeli 
settlement to include the land. And 
there is profound shock - Ataflah's 
death was entirely unprovoked and 
his pregnant widow is now 
responsible for their seven young 
children. 

The West Bank is far from 
“empty”. The Palestinian 
communities which live there are 
being caned up and hemmed in by 
the Israeli programme of road and 
settlement building, and restricted 
from moving freely around. Many 
Palestinians talk of a state of 
apartheid, and the sorts of 
restrictions imposed on families 
like AlaUah’s do nothing to counter 
that view. 

ANGELA BURTON 
Christian Aid 
London SE1 


Ode to Celsius 

Sin When the Met Office 
abandoned Fahrenheit in the 1960s 
(“Whatever happened to 
Fahrenheil?". 30 November), it 
was, 1 recall. Scientist which 

produced a rhyme along the lines 
of “Thirty days hath September” to 
assist with the transition. 

This related Celsius 
temperatures to day-to-day 
weather, rather than to the better 
known but perhaps less useful 
freezing and boiling points of 
water, as follows: 

Fhv and ten and twentv-anc. 

Winter, Spring and Summer sun. 

1 have always found this a great 
facility in assimilating Celsius 
temperatures to discussion of the 
weather. 

ROBERT COOK 
London Wll 


Insult to teenage 
vegetarians 

Sir Virginia Ironside ( Dilemmas, 
28 November) is obviously not very 
in tune with the young people of 
today if she can only offer such a 
cynical and ignorant view of our 
principles. 

1 could not help hut take the 
article as a personal insult, being a 
fellow teenage vegetarian and 
relating as well as I do to Zoe’s 
daughter. 

How can Miss Ironside pretend 
to deduce this girl's deep 
psychological motives for 
becoming a vegetarian from a 
short note penned by her 
mother? 

Even if Miss Ironside were a 
qualified mind-reader and Zee's 
daughter had changed her diet for 
nothing more than raging 
hormones, it is an outrage that this 
should be turned into a 
generalisation. I dearly hope that 
your readers do not begrudge their 
children the right to their beliefs 
because of these pompous 
spoutings. 

I will not grow out of my 
vegetarianism, because my decision 
to give up meal was a mature, 
rational choice. I passionately Jove 
animals and gave up many 
favourite foods and the chance to 
wear the latest fashions to stick by 
my opinions. 

I plead wilh Zoe not to take the 
article seriously. How can you treat 
your daughter bn the advice of 
someone who says that a growing 
girl can live on bread and jam? 
KATIE COCKER 
aged 15 
Birmingham 

Stone of Wessex 

Sir. On a hillside in the village of 
Kingston DeverilJ. Wiltshire, is the 
ancient stone on which the kings or 
Wessex were anointed and 
crowned (“Scots get the Scone, but 
Major wants the jam”, 16 
November). 

As the kings of Wessex (like (he 
Kings of Scotland later) eventually 
became the kings of England, 
could not this stone be shaped to 
fit the Confessor's throne in the 
Abbey? 

ANTHONY E FTROTMAN 
Salisbury 


Point-scoring 

Sir. So the bigwigs in Basildon 
Labour Party say they’re going to 
expel Terry Marsh (“Terry Marsh 
comes out fighting for the Lib 
Dcms". 30 November)? It says 
something about the Labour 
Party's complacency that it takes a 
former member to stand for 
another party’ before they realise he 
left a year ago. 

JUDITH FRYER 
Liberal Democrat Head of Press 
House of Commons 
London SW1 


Penny dreadful 

Sin The recently announced 
reduction in the basic rate of 
income tax has led to a 
proliferation in Ihc use of the 
incongruity “one pence” by 
journalists and broadcasters. 
Whatever happened to the 
penny? No less objectionable is 
“one pee", more redolent of a 
single act of micturition 
(popularly known as “spending a 
penny”) than of a unit of 
currency. 

Dr A J HEAD 
Leatherhead. 

Surrey 
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PEOPLE FOR 1HE ETHICAL 
TREATMENT OF ANIMALS. 


Supermodels 
lay bare their 
feelings 
against the 
fur trade, 
while the EU 
decides on 
whether to 
ban the leghold 
trap. But the 
noisy animal 
welfkrists 
could do more 
harm than 
good, argues 
Richard D 
North 


M illions of women 
will soon be 
sighing for the 
chance to emu- 
late Madonna's 
wearing of fur, as paraded 
before them in the movie 
Evita, which opens here after 
Christmas. 

Already, the European fur 
trade is enjoying a recovery. 
The economy is out of reces- 
sion, and - perhaps as impor- 
tant - the world seems tired of 
being bullied by campaigners. 

Many of the fur trade’s best 
customers are sassy young 
women celebrating their earn- 
ing power and not easily intim- 
idated. Yet next Monday EU 
environment ministers will 
decide whether or not finally to 
bring into force a ban on the 
leghold trap, a device which 
epitomises the fiir trade. 

If they do, after a year’s 
delay, nearly everyone, from 
the British Vfeterinaxy Associa- 
tion to the animal rights cam- 
paigners, and including John 
Gummer, the Secretary of State 
for the Environment, will 
believe they are helping to bring 
to an end an abuse of animals 
so gross that only the most 
hard-hearted could object. 

For most animal campaign- 
ers, the leghold trap is (as the 
groups* most recent ad has it) a 
“hideously cruel device”, in 
which an animal will endure 
“agonising pain, as it is caught 
in the vice-Uke grip of the trap's 


jaws". Actually, j 
effect on a human hand 
I’ve tried it), the moment of 
impact of a modern leghold 
trap is not painful, and its grip 
is firm rather than vice-like. 
Still while some welfarism wifi 
concede that a killing trap (one 
which dispatches quickly and 
with minimal suffering) could be 
described as humane, it is 
unlikely any would accept that a 
leghold trap might ever be. 

But even the welfare issue is 
not what is commonly thought. 
Bob Carmichael is not obvi- 
ously hard-hearted. He is the 
chief of game and fur man- 
agement for the wikSife branch 
of the Manitoba Department 
of Natural Resources. A 
wildlife biologist, be is a gen- 
tle type, and says of the fur 
trade: “I feel very good about 
iL The net effect of buying a fur 
coat is to reduce animal. suf- 
fering and to help people." 

Throughout the northern 
part of North America there is 
a tundra wilderness which 
shades into Arctic barrenness. 
It is borne to fir and fur, the lat- 
ter carried on hardy and beau- 
tiful animals. 

The continent's native peo- 
ples - Indian populations shad- 
ing into Inuit, or Eskimos- are 
relatively few. Many of them are 
wholly welfare-dependent, and 
quite a high proportion aloohol- 
and drugs-dependent too. 

A veiy few of these people go 
out trapping, which, on the 


its whole, they do rather less effi- 


- e women are victims 
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than DIVORCE 


A woman, on average, lives longer than a man. So she is more likely to have lo face the 
difficulties of intestacy - the legal term for being left in a mess because her husband didn't 
make a Will. 

Many men assume that, on their death, all thev own will automatically go to their wives. 
This isn't so. When a man dies intestate, not just his wife but brothers, sisters and even cousins 
may have a claim on what he owned. 

His widow may have to sell the house to pay off his relations. 

None of this need happen if he makes a will. Yet seven out of ten people fail to take this 
simple step. 

Now, as a service to the public, WWF UK (World Wide Fund For Nature) has produced its 
own plain language guide to making a will. It explains: 

• why everyone needs to make a will 

• how to go about it 

• and how to minimise tax liability on what you leave 
behind. 

Don i leave it to chance. Give yourself the peace of mind 
of knowing your loved ones are properly provided for. i 

Send or phone for our FREE guide to making a Will, today, f 






Please send me my FREE copy of your guide to 
W ill-making. (Allow 28 day's for delivery) 
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riently and vigorously than the 
similar number of trappers 
among the even fewer white 
people who live in the region. 

Sandy Beardy, a Swampy 
Cree from Cross Lake, Mani- 
toba, told me, and his dignity 
was compelling if partisan: “I 
went off from my village to fight 
for the Mother Country in the 
Second World Whr. I was in an 
anti-tank regiment and we 
fought from Normandy to Ger- 
many. I think I earned the right 
to be heard when 1 ask for the 
freedom to use what God has 
put here." 

One often hears native peo- 
ple talk about their relationship 
with nature, their respect for 
and even veneration of their 
prey. What is sure is that it is 
the best - the more indepen- 
dent, the more feisty - of the 
aboriginal people wfaago out 
trapping, and there is real 
moral value m that. With aver- 
age trapper earnings At about 
$1,000 a year, its being a minor- 
ity activity of small economic 
consequence makes it all the 
more poignant. 

But the native trapper is not 
the whole of the story. His 
rights have been much pro- 
moted tty the US and Canadian 
governments, but do not to the 
degree one might suppose actu- 
ally drive official anxieties 
about the proposed ban. 

About half of Canada’s 
$450m fur trade is in farmed fin, 
and only about 15 per cent of 
fur sold in Europe is trapped. 

The EU regulation under 
discussion this week is sup- 
posed to bring into force from 
next January a ban on the 
import of any fur from 13 
mostly valuable spedes, and 
whether it is trapped or farmed, 
from countries which have not 
banned the leghold trap. 

But there is a let-out clause, 
and in recent days it has been 
the subject of intense interna- 
tional negotiation. The pro- 
posed regulation says that coun- 
tries which can pereuade the EU 
that they have invented and will 
use a “humane’'! 
on with the leghold trap. 


Welfarism such as John 
Gummer and almost all the 
campaigners believe that no 
leghoki trap, however modified, 
could ever be called humane, 
and that the let-out clause can't 
be invoked. 

But it looked last week as 
though the hit might strike a 
deal in which welfarism and 
pra gmatism would be rencon- 
cfled. Mr G umme r has already 
said that provided he is per- 
suaded that there wffl ultimately 
be a ban on the leghold' trap, 
and that it happens within a 
strict timetable, he can accept 
some- delay in its introduction. 
-More to the point, a ban might 
be agreed on Monday, but not 
be implemented due to fears of 
tfipkanatic pressure from north- 
ern America on its frnpficatioas 
.for free trade. In short, Euro- 
pean e nvir o nm ent ministers 
may satisfy their constituencies 
that they argued for virtuous 
policy, but add that nasty trade 
ministers scuppered it 
Although campaigners wifi 
be angry at any compromise, 
there is actually much to be said 
for it While a humane trap is 
widely regarded as being ray- 
moronic, the fur trade and the 
governments of Canada and, to 
a lesser extent the US have 
invested large stuns of money in 
trying to improve the operation 
of all traps, including the 
leghold They seem to have 
been quite successful. 

M ost spedes of 
animal . - the 
weasel, mink 
and marten, for 
instance - are 
mostly and best trapped by 
killing devices which break 
their victims’ necks, or brain 
them. Improved versions of 
these traps have been made 
more widespread. The less fun- 
damentalist of the welfarism 
accept they cause little suffer- 
ing. Some traps drown their tar- 
get - a five- or 10-minute 
process whose nastiness is obvi- 
ous - but acceptable to many. 
It’s only for fox, coyote and wolf 
that the leghold trap is 
regarded as the best option. 


because the animals are too trig 
for it to be sure that a killing 
trap could be powerful enough 
to effect quick death. 

At suffident expense, 
Canada and the US could buy 
in most of the teghoid traps ana 
replace them with hailing traps . 
for use with all but the larger 
species, most of the time. Only 
recent budget cuts stopped 
such a programme in Canada. 
But even if the policy was a suc- 
cess, it would still be neccssaiy 
to leghold many and perhaps 
most of the animals now 
trapped that way. . 

The fur trade is not the main 
reason for this. The leghold is 
used to hold animals which 
damage roads and drains at a 
cost of millions of dollars a 
year, and in these cases is used 
precisely because it seldom 
damages and hardly cyet crip- - 
-pies its foxy: in other words, itis- 
as safe as anything could be 
near pets who might wander 
inadvertently into the trap. 

In Louisiana, the state says it 
must use the leghold to trap the 
nutria - or coypu - which is 
wrecking coastal wetlands. It 
says shooting would not work in 
the swampy forests, and in any 
case would rob the hunters of 
a useful income. 

Of course, it is important to 
consider the degree of suffer- 
ing caused by legholds. Alex 
Sanderson, who trains trappers 
for the Manitoba Department 
of Natural Resources (another 
man who impresses with his 
ordinary gentleness), remarks: 
“I had to use leghold traps 
when I was asked to move six 
foxes from a golf course. They 
were all fine after a day in a 
trap.” 

This accords with respectable 
Canadian research which sug- 
gest that stress levels in leghold 
traps are often quite low. Mr 
Sanderson says: “the important 
thing is that the anim al should 
be able to move the trap so that 
it can get off the path and if pos- 
sible hide. Then you find him 
lying down and relaxed. It’s 
when you approach that he gets 
excited". This may explain, the 
traps’ defenders say, why it is so 


easy to get pictures of distressed 
animals in traps. 

I have met no one who admits 
to having seen the classic pro- 
testers' image: an animal which 
has chewed off its own leg. But 
knowledgeable people, admit- 
ting there is sometimes damage 
and pain, say the worst case must 
be very rare and would represent 
wasted time and money on the 
trapper’s port: a wounded ani- 
mal means a damaged pelt. 

But in any case, docs causing 
some suffering to wild animals 
really matter? Plenty of for- 
bearing animals die of crippling 
diseases; most of the young of 
some species die in their first 
year or so of hunger and cold; 
only a few have the luxury of 
dying of the same causes in a 
ripe old age. 

“Wild animals don't get up in 
.the. morning and .expect to go 
through their day: without 
stress," says Bob Carmichael A 
few - even, in rare cases, tens - 
of hours in a trap fallowed by a 
quick death may not be as had 
a fate as nature bad designed 
unaided. 

But even if the leghold trap 
in any form were the abomina- 
tion it is commonly supposed, 
the EU ban might well not 
achieve its desired effects. 

It almost certainly would not . 
much damage the fur trade in 
Europe, and might not much 
influence trapping in the north- 
ern countries. According to 
Frank Zilberkweit, chairman 
of Uie British Fur Tirade Asso- 
ciation, his members bave 
plenty of farmed skins to offer 
their customers. More impor- 
tant, he points out that Europe 
is by no means the only market 
for wild fur - Asia and Russia 
areeomin; 


Even if for-trapping coun- 
tries decided to ban the leghold, 
they would continue with the 
kitting traps which would be 
nearly as offensive to rich and 
noisy welfarists. - 
If the northern countries 
decide to continue- with the 
leghold, and incur the ban on 
imports to the EU, one differ- 
ence would be that mid fur 
■coats would be made up in 


Ada, where they ore now often 
bought. instead of in Greece 
and Italy, the current main 
manufacturing areas. The num- 
ber of animals suffering in 
legholds might eventually be 
returned to present levels. 

But the amount of animal 
suffering might be increased, 
because the impetus for reform 
of trapping methods would he 
lost. According to Mr Zilbcrk.- 
weil, "As long as the EU is 
involved my voice as a leading 
trader has some influence. 1 m 0L 
say to flic Americans and Cana- 
dians, ‘You've gpt to improve 
your systems*. If wc don’t have 
that clout, the people with the 
loudest voice will be those with 
less concern." Leaving aside 
how much the trade has really 
campaigned on welfare issues, 
the point holds good for EU 
pressure in general. 

A ny Saturday, cus- 
tomers, slip into 
one of London’s 
smartest furriers 
in Conduit Street 
to fulfil one of the oldest sar- 
torial dreams. They pass a 
small band or protesters shout- 
ing anti-fur slogans. Perhaps 
neither group is ethically 
attractive: the affluent thought- 
lessly pursuing luxury and the 
protesters hysterically pursuing 
self-righteousness. 

But beyond the risk to the 
rights of human minorities - in 
this case the rich and the nativdV 
- there are serious doubts 
about whether the latest out- 
burst of EU moralising would 
by itself do much for the ani- 
mals either. 

In fact, what Is likely to hap- 
pen is that international nego- 
tiations Continue to apply pres- 
sure on the northern countries 
to improve trapping methods 
where they can and to defend 
obviously cruel methods where 
they must. Between defending 
freedom for trade and quieting 
welfarist clamour, the suffering 
that demand for fur inflicts 
might be substantially reduced, 
with talk of baas . never far 
away, but their implementation 
never quite achieved. 



to a legal wrangle 



Miles 

Kington 

T be most extraordinary 
bit of litigation going 
on at the moment is a 
case in the High Court, where 
the Tory Party is being sued 
by Mr and Mrs Norbert. They 
claim that they (the Norberts) 
have been given inadequate . 
government for the last 13 
years, that the Government 
should have managed things 
better, and that they (the 
Norberts) should be compen- 
sated. 

Here, for your enlighten- 
ment, is a. recent extract from 
this startling pata-, in which 


Mr Heseitine, among othera, 
took the witness stand. 
Counsel: Your name is 
Michael Heseitine ? 

Heseitine: It is. 

Counsel: You have been one - 
of the major participants at - ' 
cabinet level in the present " I’ 
Government? 

Heseitine; I have that honour. 
Counsel: Which honour ? 
Heseitine: Of serving in Her . . 
Majesty's Government. 
Counsel: You call thaL an 
honour? You rail it an bon- - 
our to be one of this shifty, ■... 
unprincipled, unqualified, • 
shameless crew? 

Hesdtine: Oh, come off it, 
sonny. You can try any 
amount of abuse but it won’t 
wash. J eat Today interviewers 
for breakfast, arid they're a 
lot cleverer than you. 

Counsel: So. Mr Heseitine, 
you have a high opinion of 
Her Majesty's Government? 
Heseitine: We have brought 
this country through stormy 
times into calm seas. We have 
built the foundation on which 
prosperity can rise. We look 
forward to a time when our 
economic stewardship... 
Counsel: Just a minute, Mr 
Heseitine. You have been in 
power for a decade and a 


half. You have had 15-odd 
years in power. Yet prosperity 
is still just around the comer! 
After 15 years you are still 
looking ahead to good times! 
Why are they not here now? 
Heseitine: Oh, but they, are! 
Counsefc- Oh, but they are • 
not. We have already heard 
how far behind other coun- 
tries in the EC we are. Wfe 
have beard how much in debt 
weare. We have heard many 
other statistics. Are you 
. totally insensitive to them all? 
Heseitine: Look here, this 
new Budget leaves us all bet- 
ter off. It really does. It puts 
£370, yes, £370 into the 
pocket of every family in 
Britain... Is Labour really 
saying that they don’t want us 
to give £370. yes, £370. to 
every family in Britain? 

Judge Mr Heseitine, I have 
given you due warning. I have 
warned you that if you treat 
this court as if you wore trying 
your tricks an tbe much 
vaunted BBC chat show 
Today, you wfl] be out of here. 
You taye paid no attention to 
my warning. You are out of 
here. . . 

Heseitine: But. my Lord- 
Judge: Out! 

Heseitine is ejected. 


Counsel: Call the next wit- 
ness, Mr William Wen dove r! 
Judge: Just a moment, just a 
moment. Do you mean Mr 
William Whkiegrave? 
Counsel: No, miaul Mr 
Wfiliam Wendover. He is a 
man 1 met in the pub last 
night, m’Lud. 

Judge: Oh, this is ridiculous! 
Are we- going to go through 
the population of Britain one 
by one? Already this case has 
made legal history by lasting 
longer than any case since 
those two look on that ham- 
burger place... 

Lawyer: [Interrupting from 
the public gallery] I must 
warn this court that I am here 
on behalf of McDonald's and 
that any such further remark 
will be followed by a writi 
Judge: Get thaz man out of 
here! 

There is a struggle, and he is 
ejected, leaving a faint but per- 
vasive smell of cooking oil 
Judge Now, you were say- 
ing... 

Counsel: At the start of the 
trial. m'Lud, you were saying 
that it was important to know 
what the man on the 
Clapham omnibus was think- 
ing. Wfen, as you are perhaps 
aware, there is no longer an 


omnibus in dnpham. 

Jodge: Is there not? Good 
Lord. Then bow do people 
get out of Clapham? 

Counsel: [ hefieve they buy a 
house in Dulwich or Chelsea, 
or move to the country. ■; 
Judge 1 sec. . ;• 

Counsel: But as a pub is the 
modern equivalents the -• 
Clapham omnibus, l took the 
liberty ofaskzqg.Mr Vfcn- 
dover what he thought of tbo 
present Government 
Judge: And what didhe say? 
Counsel: He said it was dia- 
bolical. 

Judge: That’s good enough 
for me. No need to call him. 
On to the next witness! 
Counsel: Call Her Majesty 
the Queen! . 

Judge Is that quite neces- 
sary? 

Counsel: Of course. The Nor- 
berts are suing Her Majesty's 
Government. I think she 
should have a say. • 

Judge: WcU, you can fry it. 1 
doubt if she will appear, 
though. Still, good hick. Wake 
me if and when she arrives. 
Counsel: Call Her Majesty 
Queen EEajbutiLnri/.' . . 
Queen: Here. lam. 

More sensational developments 
tomorrmvf 
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the commentators 


Now it’s your 
call on Europe, 
Mr Blair 


V \ 


W hat a tempta- 
tion for Tony 
Blair. On Tues- 
day, John 
Major, with all 
the enthusiastic spontaneity of 
an RAF Tornado pilot paraded 
on TV by his Iraqi captors, 
restated the policy as spelled 
out by Michael Heseltine: the 
Government will continue to 
leave open the issue of mone- 
tary union. 

Now imagine this: in a few 
days’ time, Blair announces ih-t r 
Labour wffl not lake Britain into 
a single currency in the first 
wave - or perhaps even in the 
next Parliament. Kerpow. There 
is mayhem in the "Ibiy party: 
Conservative Central Office 



Pen 


A 


Donald 
Macmtye 

John Major 
may well 

^ u fP^ ce P t * c havp hsnHpH dally for a Labou/party histor- 

£ eakui g *umn lldVU UdJXXXl la ^ pwn ta goSent to 
records. Worse, the grievance of T ■» , market pressure to maintain a 

^e Euro-scepucs, already LaDOUrS credible Counter-inflation poBcy. 
incandescent at Major for his These may be persuasive; 

refusal to do exartly that snow 1 ao/W and they are part of why Blair 

compounded by the realisation IcaOEST LUG won ’t rule EMU out But they 

that if he had taken their advice aren’t perhaps, as exciting as 

he would have avoided being fTnirnT) theshort-term electoral one for 

humflatmgty outflanked by uaiA Jr '^ LL ruling it oul So Labour elec- 

, 1 , j toral strategy junkies should 

But the Prime Minister still DUt Cclll ll0 consider a further point Let’s 

faces a gruesome dilemma. If suppose that a Blair-led gov- 

he decides, as electoral logic „ 1 rr _ r 1 l.c% eminent does after all decide to 

now dictates and most of his jJIety ILi go into EMU. Fust it has to get 

Cabinet are demanding, to rule it through Parliament. It’s a »fe 

out a single currency after all, bet that Darke would, as Roy 

Clarke (and perhaps Heseltine) will go- wound- Jenkins did over EEC entry in 1972, defy a 
ingly pointing out as they do, that Tbny Blair three-line whip in his own party to back 
is now running Major s European policy. And Labour. And he might take a significant 
if he doesn't, his electoral strategy is holed minority of Conservative MPs with him. Then 
below the waterline - and not just because the Labour has to get h through a referendum in 
Tory party would be tom apart. Instead of tub- which - unlike in 2975- the main parties will 
thumping British nationalism against wishy both maintain collective Cabinet and Shadow 
washy Labour pro-Europeanism. the Tories are Cabinet responsibility- Suddenly, the Tory 
stuck with being the puny ditherers, against split which has never quite been a split 
Labour, unflinching defenders of the pound, becomes a reality. Suddenly, the possibility of 
This isn’t just fiction. Indeed, it describes as a pro-European, centrist, grouping sympathetic 
precisely as possible the political earthquake to the principal aims of a Blair government 
that would be detonated by a Blair decision to becomes a reality. (Even more so if a refer- 
rule out joining EMU at its Outset And there endum opts for a version of electoral reform 
are other reasons why it is tempting, Gordon which would sustain a Clarke-led grouping as 
Brown wouldn’t like it any more than Clarke, a new party.) And suddenly a Blair-led admin - 
But Robin Cook, and Jack Straw would wel- istration underpinned by alliances with Liberal 
come it, as would, perhaps, John Prescott and Democrats and pro-European Tories starts to 
Margaret Beckett. Nor does It conflict that look like a very long-term prospect indeed, 
much with the assessment of a number of cen- Fantasy? Perhaps. Impossible? Not quite, 
tral bankers, economic commentators and - You won’t hear a single semorpohtirian con- 
even Treasury officials who frequently cast- template anything like this this SKie of the elec- 
grave doubt on the wisdom or probability of tion. Moreover, long before this, Blair could 
early British EMU entry. You don’t have to be face internal dangers of Ms own. An anti-EMU 
a deep-dyed Euro-sceptic to harbour grave Shadow Cabinet majority, perhaps led by 
doubts about whether, in the real world, a Robin Cook, would probabfy be as easy to 
Labour government would take Britain into a assemble as a Cabinet one, especially if Blair 
single currrency during its first Parliament. It. allowed policy on a angle currency to drift 
wouldn't even be such an unmanageable U- through the next Parliament But there is one 
turn to rule it out. Did not Tbny Blair, in his big difference: modem Labour politicians 
recent speech in f^ris, dwell ax some length on divide over EMU on economic ana not con- 
die potential obstacles? stitntional grounds. No one, Cook included, has 

So why on earth not do it? The diplomatic said they object in principle. So ifs not just that 
reason is that it would certainly set back Tony it’s not in the national interest to rule ft out now. 
Blair's professed intention of making a fresh He is also free to remind Euro-sceptic sup- 
start in Europe. Even those national leaders porters till he’s blue in the face that Labour 
sceptical about whether a Labour Britain would only join a single currency if Cabinet, 
would join, would squirm. And anyway, the People and Parliament agreed. A triple-lock, 
opinion poll evidence isn’t as persuasive as the which would be enough for John Major, too, 
sceptics suggest. It’s true that most polls show if he had a remotely manageable party. 


convincing majorities against 
EMU. But it’s also, perhaps 
mysteriously, true that they 
show equally convincing 
majorities In favour of main- 
taining an open mind until the 
decision has to be taken. 
Equally disappointed would be 
those big businesses which may 
well start beating the drum for 
EMU once the election is over. 

,, Out would go a Jot of 

WAX Labour's astonishing, but far 

vt-hut from baseless, claim to be in 

rtAya sight of replacing the Tories as 

the party of big industry. Finally, 
I*- - Blair may yet just want to go m 

VJLaiOr during the next Parliament. 

v After alL if economic arguments 

tt7a 11 _ uwnetaiy stability, fiscal dis- 

W tJLL dpline, lower transaction costs 

- work at all, they work espe- 
anded c i a % for a Labour Party histor- 

ically prone in government to 
n market pressure to maintain a 

)UTS credible counter-inflation policy. 

These may be persuasive; 
yt and they are part of why Blair 

I ulJc won’t rule EMU out But they 
aren’t perhaps, as exciting as 
I f*£) TYi theshort-term electoral one for 

ruling it oul So Labour elec- 
i toral strategy junkies should 

nine consider a further point Let's 

suppose that a Blair-led gov- 
_ lLf> eminent does after aH decide to 

r 111 go into EMU. Fret it has to get 

it through Parliament. It's a safe 
beL that Clarke would, as Roy 
Jenkins did over EEC entry in 1972, defy a 
three-line whip in his own party to back 
Labour. And he might take a significant 
minority of Conservative MPs with him. Then 
Labour has to get h through a referendum in 
which - unlike in 1975 -the main parties will 
both maintain collective Cabinet and Shadow 
Cabinet responsibility. Suddenly, the Toiy 
split which has never quite been a split 
becomes a reality. Suddenly, the possibility of 
a pro-European, centrist grouping sympathetic 
to the principal aims of a Blair government 
becomes a reality. (Even more so if a refer- 
endum opts for a version of electoral reform 
which would sustain a Clarke-led grouping as 


Democrats and pro-European Tories starts to 
look like a very long-term prospect indeed, 
fantasy? Perhaps. Impossible? Not quite. 

You won’t hear a single seniorpolitirian con- 
template anything like this this side of the elec- 
tion. Moreover, long before this, Blair could 
face internal dangers of Ms own. An anti-EMU 
Shadow Cabinet majority, perhaps led by 
Robin Cook, would probabfy be as easy to 
assemble as a Cabinet one. especially if Blair 
allowed policy on a angle currency to drift 
through the next Parham ent But there is one 
big difference: modern Labour politicians 
divide over EMU on economic ana not con- 
stitutional grounds. No one, Cook included, has 
said they object in principle. So ifs not just that 
if s not m the national interest to rule it out now. 
He is also free to remind Euro-sceptic sup- 
porters till he’s blue in the face that Labour 
would only join a single currency if Cabinet 
People and Parliament agreed. A triple-lock, 
which would be enough for John Major, too, 
if he had a remotely manageable party. 



I appear to have acquired a 
puppy. Don’t ask me how. 
For years I've been 
ignoring the children's tearful 
demands for kittens, bunnies, 
hamstere, goldfish, 
veloarapiors etc, explaining to 
them that the keeping of pets 
is a debased form of Victorian 
anthropomorphism and bad 
no place in a post -Freudian 
society. They were impressed 
by this s c* nfh jng 'flnaw sis , 
although the five -year-old 
stamped very hard cm my foot 
shortly afterwards. Then, out 
of the blue, a friend rang and 
said. I've got this four-wee k- 
old labrador cross, would you 
... ? And we said Yes, and that 
was that 

A terrible mistake. As dogs 
go, ir is a complete con- 
starter. Now eight weeks old - 
therefore, in dog-years, an 
early teenager - she (ifs a 
bitch) (believe me) cannot 
beg, sit up, roll over, fetch 
sticks, bite postmen or sniff 
out cocaine stashes. This dog 
does only three things. 1 ) It 
lies on the kitchen floor, as if 
sapped with a cosh. If you pick 
it up and put h down again, it 
subsides onto the floor 
completely flat like a sandbag. 
2) It bounces in a demented 
and uncontrollable fashion, 
landing its soggy paws on 
one’s immaculate Commes 
Des Gar co ns strides and 
chasing the baby - the last 
fortnight has been one 
constant re-run of that old 
Coppertone advert with the 



puppy and the linleguTs 
knickers. And 3) it eats 
shudderingly revolting things, 
including bits of the financial 
Times, the Thompson Local 
Directory (Lambeth area) and 
spot granules of dishwasher 
powder. And every so often. 


one visits the site of her 
newspaper lavatory, armed 
with a redundant fish-slice and 
bottie of Dettox. to find that 
the pile of ordure which was 
there two minutes before, has 
vanished ... 

I went to the local library 
for guidance, but all I could 
find was Your First Dog by 
Lady Kitty Ritson (Ey re’& 
Spottiswoode, 1938). 
Thunderous-browed, i 
perused this helpful volume 
with a stiff single malt and an 
ounce of Navy shag, and read 
the words: “I like to think in 
this little book that I am really 
talking to you, whether you 
are a curly-headed little girl as 
I was or one with short, 
straight hair, or perhaps a boy 
who h as to leave his dog when 
he goes back to school ...” 
Abandoning this Milfordesque 
bollocks, ] turned to Dr Bruce 
Fogle, the TV vet whose book 
Games fttt Play gives it to you 
straight about the nutritious 
and enzyme-enriched 
marvellousness of doggy 
coprophagia. It also fills you in 
on the far frontiers of owner 
hysteria, like the “Mrs Jones” 
be once knew who could not 
bear to be parted from her 
Chihuahua, even while it was 
having its rotting teeth 
removed and rang the 
recovery room, saying, Td 
like to speak to Susie. I want 
her to know I haven’t 
abandoned her... ” 

But the desire for order in 
one’s life is strong. So I rang 
the vet and asked how do we 
make her do this and stop her 
doing that? And now the 
animal has her own trainer, 
whose idea of rigorous canine 
discipline is to sit around 
flooring pints of Cap 
Colombie and saying “Use 
your right hand more' 1 to the 
children. 1 mean - L who has 
some need of a personal 
trainer, do not have a personal 
trainer but the puppy, who 


W hile on doggy 

matters, 1 note that 
Glenn Close, the 
gimlet-eyed actress, has 
annoyed the American 
National Centre for Lesbian 
Rights by portraying the nasty 
Cruella De Vfl, in 101 
Dalmatians, as a predatory 
dyke. An NCLR person called 
Kate Kendall deplores the • 
stereotypical lesbian cliches in 
Ms Qose’s portrayal, but goes 
further. “When Disney does 
portray a villain, there is the 
tendency to portray that 
character as other than 
heterosexual. " 

And do you know, she’s 
absolutely right? Scar, the 
villain in The Lion King , is 
played by Jeremy Irons with 
an effete and preening 
languor straight from Genet 
Madame Medusa, the pawn- 
shop kidnapper in 77ie 
Rescuers, is a theatrical, child- 
molesting androgyne. Ursula, 
the sea-witch in The Little 
Mermaid , is a vaudevflhan hag 
who twines corrupting 
tentacles around the virginal 
Ariel and resembles no one so 
much as Divine, the bloated 


A voice that launched 1,000 posters 
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W e catch this per- InKjobertoAlagnascase.be 
formance at a gave it to them on a plate. The 
delicate junc- blond, blue-eyed, ebubby- 
ture: who can cheeked, habitually grinning 
say which way it 33-year-old singer was born 


-«■■■ “wp -ye catch this per- 
a jk f formance at a 
% /% / delicate junc- 
1/ V cure: who can 
yj 1 say which way it 
is going to play? The guy may go 
up and up and up, until he’s a 
household name like Pavarotti, 
and people whose musical sights 
never rose far above Status Quo 
line up to buy his records; or 
Roberto Alagna could nose dive 
to disaster and obscurity. 

Roberto Alagna, the notional 
“Fourth Tenor”, mooted suc- 
cessor to Carreras, Domingo 
and Pavarotti, has got a nice 
voice, though debate rages as to 
whether it's more like 
Pavarotti's or Domingos or 
more like a much lighter French 
tenor. But besides the voice he s 
got a fantastic life story. 

“The store of Roberta Alagna 

is the stuff of Hollywood, an 
EMI publicist enthuses in a new 
film about the singer due/obe 
shown on Channel 4 early m the 
new year. “No record company 
executive could make it up. 

If Alagna vanishes without 
trace in the next two or three 
vears. it will be his romantic Irfe 
store he has to Marne for 
encouraging hi? r^rd com- 
pany to thrust him too fast and 
Sgcrty into the public eye. 

Tbday, “stoiyh'ne isthetey 
ingredient in the manufacture 
Kb rity. “If *erejs one 
thine that serves more than 
anv other to involve audiences 
wiih celebrities," write the 

authors of Y isib,b S f ' 

American manual to the art 
and science of celebnty manu- 
facture, "it « stotyta^ 

“The conscious design, 
manipulation and promotion of 
storylines in celebrities kv&- 
upSthepomtofcrMtmgreal- 
itL more dramatic than realhfe 
-constitutes the celebntymdus- 
try's major breakthrough m the 
1970s and 1980s.” 


In Roberto AJagna's case, he 
gave it to them on a plate. The 
blond, blue-eyed, chubby- 
cheeked, habitually grinning 
33-year-old singer was born 
and raised in a grimy outer sub- 
urb of PariSs the eldest son of a 
Sicilian bricklayer. 

Hie bad none of the conser- 
vatoire training of his peers on 
the stages of the world's opera 
houses: instead he was discov- 
ered by an obscure Cuban 
pianist who taught him all he 
knew. Thereupon, Alagna was 
hoiked out of the pizzerias 
where, his publicists say. he 
strummed and warbled, ana was 
groomed for stardom. 

So far so heart-warming - 
but that's not the half of iL 
Roberto was a married man. 


ter, Olanna. Then just as his 
singing career was taking off, 
his wife fell grievously ill- 

Alagna cut back has singing 
commitments to spend time 
with her; but the brain tumour 
finally took her life. Playing the 
lead in romantic operas like 
Romeo et Giuliette and La 
Bohime, it was common for 
Roberto to end the show with 
the young heroine dead in his 
anus. The aisles ran with tears. 

But it gets better. Roberto 
now falls in love with the sultry 
young Romanian soprano 
’Angela Gheorghiu. Angela 
divorces her husband, leaving 
him and their two children 
behind in Bucharest (a detail 
downplayed by the pubheaty 
departments), and fa June of 
this year they marry! F0r EMI, 
Alagna is now a hot item, with 

Angefa an irreastibte new twist 

“When we first became 
aware of Roberto's relationship 
with Angela," ^^Gawieaxi 
of Angel EMI Records in New 
York says, “our reaction was. 
•this B a great love story and we 
should use this'." 



The blue-eyed son of a 
bricklayer is thrust onto the 
stage. His wife dies tragically, 
but he finds love again. It’s the 
stuff of opera . . . but is it the 
stuff of opera singers? 

By Peter Popham 


Before AJagna's debut at the 
New \bcfc Met in April, the bus 
shelters of Manhattan were plas- 
tered with posters of tbe new 
sensation. “It was important to 
create a real image campaign, 
more like a pop star, to make 
him more accessible" Gautreau 
explains. “It was important to let 
people know he's not only a 
great tenor, he's a hunk ... Imag- 
ing, imaging, imaging; the poster 
has his very piercing blue eyes 
staring straight at the camera.” 

If Alagna was in fan a pop 
singer, none of this “imaging” 
would raise an eyebrow. But 
the application of pop practice 
to classical music is still rela- 
tively new. 

“The classical music busi- 
ness is extremely competitive," 
savs EMTs Roger Lewis. “It 
changed dramatically way back 
in 1990, with the explosion of 
the Three Tenors, Pavarotti on 
his own, Nigel Kennedy and 
Kiri Te Kanawa, and the world 
opened up to the fact that the 
potential sales of classical 
recordings was far greater than 
had previously been thought." 

On their last appearance in 
Los Angeles, the Three Tenors 
and their maestro were paid an 
advance of Slim. With sums 
like that the packaging and 
selling of a classical music 
celebrity becomes a more ruth- 
less enterprise than ever before. 

The people likely to suffer 
from this are the singers them- 
selves,. Tbe soprano Sally Brad- 
shaw says, “the opera world is 
littered with dead bodies". She 
mentions one name, “a massive 
star lOyears ago, who has sunk 
without trace. She had a mag- 
nificent, really special voice, 
but now it’s in ribbons. The 
record companies savagely 
exploit names and personali- 
ties, shoving the singers into the 
hothouse - they produce a few 
blooms and they’re finish ed." 


EMI insist that they mean to 
take good can; of their property. 
“What we are investing now, 
which is considerable, we wfl] 
reap back in 30 years' time " 
says a spokesman. “Look at 
Caflas-we’re still living off her. 
This is a voice we have to treat 
with a great deal of respect and 
a great deal of care.” 

Yet AJagna’s hectic schedule 
of performance and recording 
belies such protestations. At his 
debut in the Met his voice 
began to crack, and be had to be 
talked out of quitting in mid- 
show. “The man’s a nervous 
wreck,” opined a disappointed 
member of the New York audi- 
ence. “He tried the top B - it 
came out like a frog," said 
another. "He’s supposed io be 
the Fourth Tenor - that wasn't 
the voice of the Fourth Tenor.” 

London audiences lost the 
opportunity to judge for them- 
selves when he and Angela 
pulled out of three planned < 
performances of La Boheme at 
Coven f Garden in October, 
suffering from the effects of 
their heavy schedules. 

Jonathan Miller, who has ! 
twice produced Alagan in La 1 
Boh&ne, is severely critical of 
the new star. "I'm afraid I had 
terrible trouble with him," he 
said earlier in the year. “I have 
had too many bad" experiences 
with singers who have become 
suddenly successful ... These 
people have a sudden decom- 
pression of success and then 
they get the spiritual bends." 

'‘A really well-grounded 
operatic voice needs at least a 
decade to come to fruition.” 

story, onthe other baniuan be 
devoured by the public in a 
matter of months. Celebrity 
can't wait 

Tomorrow: The mind of the 
stalker 


Next she’ll be 
getting stress 
counselling 
for the 
trauma of 
forgetting 
ivhere she 
hid her 
chew-bone 


john 
walsh 



has neither a single social 
acquaintance nor a single 
interesting feature apart from 
being black and pretty, she bas 
a personal trainer. Next thing 
you know, she’ll be getting 
stress counselling for the 
trauma of forgetting where 
she hid her Sainsbuiy’s chew- 
bone. And now, 1 learn, 
there's such a thing as a Puppy 
Socialisation Course I'm 
supposed to take her on. to 
meet other puppies and 
acquire inter-dogular skills in 
a controlled environment 
“YouTI end up,” warns a 
friend, "writhing on the 
ground uttering feeble cries 
and trying to make your ciwn 
dog notice you.” On yeah? If I 
do, youU be the first to know. 


drag queen in the movies of 
John Waters. The bad guy in 
Rxa/uviitjs is a similarly 
corpulent Brit a pomaded and 
A'lmcranian -clutching old 
sweetie. The Wickcd'Qucen in 
Snow Miiie and the 5mn 
Dwarfs is u dc-scxcd Lady 
Macbeth. Frollo. the ghastly 
clerk: who consigns 77:r 
Hunchback of Mo tie Dame to 
the beD -lower, may prelend to 
fancy Esrnerelda. but is plainly 
as queer as Dick’s hatband. I 
could go on. but the theory 
starts to run out of steam ’ 
when it gets to Captain Hook 



N ice to have the 

Eurostar back with us, 
is it not? Good to feci 
that passengers anxious to 
brave the Cnannel Tunnel, 
even after its small spot of 
bather two weeks ago. can 
book their not-perifous-at-all 


in niy voice, its because, fur 
the past two weeks. I have 
watched the EuriKtar hurtling 
along the railway track at the' 
end of my garden, morning 
and evening, empty of 
passengers hut clearly on its 
way to something. Finally I 
rang them. What were the 
trains being used fur? “Oh. 
crew training, maintenance 



journeys through the northern 
Cunnei," safe in the knowledge 
that it's only the completely 
dissimilar southern tunnel that 
was damaged by the freight- 
train fire and that obviously it 
could never happen again. 1 
have every confidence in the 
Anglo-French safely 
authority's "satisfaction'' with 
the new evacuation 
arrangements in the event of 
fire or flood, and note that 
although their most recent 
“practice evacuation” took 
half an hour longer than the 
time recommended by 
themselves, it was deemed to 
be perfectly OK anyway. U 
you detccr’a note of concern 


work, that kind of thing," said 
an aiiy voice. “Weve been 
running a few in regional 
services, but without 
passengers." But look. 1 said, 
until the safety review is 
complete, aren't the crews of 
the trains in danger? "From 
what?" he asked. From 
whatever is being investigated 
by the Safety' Authority. I said. 
“Look." he said, “as long as 
we're not carrying passengers, 
it's perfectly legal." And that's 
that The attitude of the safety 
people throughout this inquiiy 
seems to have been, “Oh, it'll 
do", i’ll stick to Townsend 
Thoresen for the present 
thanks. 


Good-bye 

battery 



Welcome to the future: Seiko Kinetic®, the first 
quartz watch that turns your movement into 
power. Every move you make is converted into 
electrical impulses by a tiny built-in powerhouse. 
Ecological, reliable and efficient* wear it one day 
to gain energy for at least two weeks. Wear it 
daily - it will run continually. Made of titanium: 
light, yet strong and kind to your skin. 20 bar 
water resistant. One-way rotating bezel arid..- 
screw lock crown. Seiko Kinetic - it's buiftto last. 

Someday an watches wHIbe made Hus way. 

SEIKO 

KINETIC 

Sefto Kinetic at bTfoi/A^ww^kocorp.cti.jp 
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Legal threat to domestic power free-for-all 


HERB 


ertSmith : 


Michael Harrison 


and dated 19 November, claims 


Professor Stephen Littlechild, 
the electricity industry regulator, 
has been warned that his plans 
to open up the domestic market 
to full competition in 1998 are 
unlawful. The warning is con- 
tained in a confidential letter 
sent last month by lawyers act- 
ing for the 12 regional electric- 
ity companies (KECs) and the 
two Scottish power producers. 

The letter, written by a partner 
at the law firm Herbert Smith 


the proposed regulatory frame- 
work would n revent electrkdtv 


work would prevent electricity 
suppliers from recovering unpaid 
bills or disconnecting customers 
outside their own franchise ar- 
eas who refuse to pay. 

The letter also claims that it 
would be unlawful to proceed 
even with the phased introduc- 
tion of competition if the new 
system has not been fully com- 
pleted, tested and implemented 
by April 1998. 

According to Herbert Smith, 


the problems thrown up by the 
proposed changes in the li- 
cences that all electricity sup- 
pliers will require are such that 
entirely new primary legislation 
may be required. 

The leaking of the letter 
comes just two days after Pro- 
fessor Littlechild turned down 
an appeal from the electricity in- 
dustry for the liberalisation of 
the domestic market to be 
phased in over 18 months. 

Instead Professor littlechild 
has decided that the phasing in 


period should last only six 
months so that by September 
1998 all 23 million domestic 
electricity customers will be 
entitled to shop around between 
suppliers. 


to be allowed to pass on the fufl 
costs of preparing for 1998 to 
their customers, put at between 
£500m and £lbn. The bulk of 
the money is investment in the 
computer systems, software and 
training needed to allow sup- 
pliers to settle accounts through 


the electricity pool mid supply 
customers outside their existing 
monopoly franchise areas. 

Commenting on the funda- 
mental legal issues” that have 
yet to be resolved, the letter 
says: “Wfe consider that these is- 
sues and the failure to resolve 
them thus far are serious 

to adopt the 
proposed modifications and as- 
sociated codes in Anything like 
their present form/* If these 
problems remain .unresolved it 


would “undermine the legal 
basis of the 1998 project”. 

The RJECs appear to be par- 
ticularly concerned about how 
they would recover charges 
from customers who refused to 
pay or continued to receive 
electricity through their local 
supplier after a contract had ex- 
pired with a “two-tier supplier” 
— a supplier other than the 
local electricity company' 
“from their experience in the 
supply market to date our 
clients consider that market 


IfthNstcobiciaK 
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participants could suffer sig- 
nificant losses as a result of this 
problem which would, in turn, 
be passed on to paying cus- 
tomers in higher prices. 


Last night a spokeswoman for 
Professor Littlechild confirmed 
he had received the letter and had 
written hack offering a meeting 
to discuss the concerns raised. 


Changing labour market: Shake-out continues at banks and utilities but good times roll in leisure industry 


10,000 jobs to go in 
Nat West branches . . . 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Nat West announced plans yes- 
terday to cut at least 10,000 jobs 
in its high street h anking oper- 
ation in the next four to five 
years. This will leave it with just 
27,000 high street staff by 2001. 

The cuts are a result of the 
group's plans to build a “new re- 
tail bank”. They confirm the 
fears of Bifu. the banking union, 
which warned of the scale of job 
losses earlier this year. 

Bifu urged Nat West to go 
back to drawing board over the 
planned cuts. “By closing 
branches wholesale NatWest 
are pulling out of communities. 
Now they want to take employ- 
ment away from co mmuni ties 
too. We cannot endorse the 
creation of unemployment ghet- 
tos,” said Alan Ainsworth, Bifu s 
chief negotiator at NatWest. 

NatWest aims to have just 
1,750 brandies by 2001, which 
means the closure of 300 
branches, ft had 2,805 branch- 
es at the start of the decade. 

The bank is also moving pro- 
cessing of cheques, now done in 
branches and at 150 specialist 
units around the country, to 60 
locations. These win operate as 
telephone call centres and han- 
dle account management, cash 
movement and lending. 


Mr Ainsworth said East An- 

g a would have one centre of 
tween 30 to 60 staff and 
South Wales one centre with 
around 100 staff. There are no 
plans for centres in England 
north of Bolton, while in the 
West and South-west of Eng- 
land, the centres will be in 
Bristol and Plymouth. 

The London area will be hit. 
with most of the operations 
work moving out to the M25. 

Tim Jones, managing direc- 
tor, retail banking services at 
NatWest, said most of the cuts 
would be from “non-customer 
facing jobs”. “There will be 
opportunities for staff to move 
to new roles.” he said. 

The rate of change of job loss- 
es was slowing down compared 


with the past five years, during 
which time the bank had shed 
16,000 from its workforce with 
“virtually” no compulsoty re- 
dundancies, Mr Jones said. 

Avoidance of compulsory job 
losses is the aim again this 
time, although he said that if 


they did become compulsory, 
staff would be warned six 


staff would be warned six 
months in advance. 

“We welcomed the pledge in 
October of no compulsory re- 
dundancies and will continue to 
contribute to the departure 
terms,” Mr Ainsworth said. 

The bank declined to speci- 
fy how much the job losses and 
investment would cost, but ft is 
believed it will cost hundreds of 
milli ons of pounds. 

The project wfl] involve new 


technology being installed at the 
60 locations. This technology 
will include a facility which wm 
take a picture of the front and 
the back ofa cheque rather than 
involve a person inputting in- 
formation from the cheque into 
a computer system. 

Some of the 60 centres will 
just deal with this “voucher 
processing”, while others will 
handle account management, 
dealing with post, sanctioning 
loans and debt recovery. 

Phone calls to branches will 
be routed to centres in Brad- 
ford, Enfield, Hitchm. Leices- 
ter, Liverpool, North West 
Kent, Menai (North Whies), Ply- 
mouth, Solent, Theale and the 
West Midlands. These will pro- 
vide a “one stop” service for 
telephone enquiries. 

“The financial services mar- 
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ketplace is becoming increas- 
ingly competitive ana the way 
our customers want to do busi- 
ness is changing” Mr Jones said. 

Midland Bank, which has 
the First Direct specialist tele- 
phone banking service, also 
routes its customer calls to cen- 
tralised service centres. 

Nat West's announcement co- 
incided with therelease of the 
annual Banking Ombudsman 
report, which showed a 22 per 
cent rise in telephone enquiries 
and complaints. 


Midland. .. 9,000 (since 90) . : 3A QEk&* 

■ (10,000 out in 80s t 

Natwest-- • 23,00 since 1990 - • 

RBS .. V ; 5,000 

Total job losses in finance - 120,000 in six years . 



Cheers: Sir Ian Prosser said the jobs would be added in Bass's taverns and leisure divisions 


Nigel Cope 


... and Southern Water axes 2j000 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


SoottishFower is to almost halve 
the size of the workforce at 
Southern Water, the privatised 
company it bought for £1.7bn 
earlier this year, through a 
combination of redundancies 
and disposals. 

More than 700 jobs will go 
through a voluntary redun- 
dancy programme at Southern's 
main water and sewerage 
business, while a further 1340 
employees will leave the 
company after the sale of 14 
non-core subsidiaries. The job 
reductions will be completed by 
March 1999. 


The Worthing-based com- 
pany currently has 4,450 staff, 
of which 2*218 work in its 20 
noo-regulated businesses. 

The sell-offs will raise around 
£70m, with an extra £30m 


benefit from property disposals. 
The cut-backs, which will cost 


£21m mainly in redundancy 
pay, will also generate annual 
cost of £52m. 

Mike Kinski, brought in to 
run Southern after the takeover, 
gave a damning view of the com- 
pany’s previous board, all of 
whom have since left. He said 
too much had been spent on du- 
plicating administrative func- 
tions while customer services 
investment had been neglected. 


The businesses to be sold off 
indude an estate agency chain, 
a computing company and a 
vehide-leasmg operation. 
Though they accounted for 
more than half Southern’s staff, 
they generated just 14 per cent 
of the group's sales and 7 per 
cent of its profits. 

Mr Kinski insisted the “vast 
majority” of the staff involved 
would keep their jobs when the 
businesses were sold, and dis- 
closed he bad already received 
several approaches from outside 
firms. 

Dilys Plant, the head of 
external relations for Ofwat, 
said Ian Byatt, the water regu- 
lator, had been warned in 


advance about the job cuts. He 
said: "The key issue will be 
whether or hot there is any de- 
terioration in service. We have 
said in the past we wouldn't 
want to see companies drive 
down costs and adversely affect 
customer service." 

ScottishPower yesterday re- 
vealed a 31 per cent rise in half- 
yearly pre-tax profits to £167m. 
It raised its dividend payout by 
19 per cent to 18-5p. 

The announcement was 
preceded by a violent storm 
which cut off 16,000 Scottish- 
Power electricity customers. By 
late last night 9,0Q0 homes 
were still waiting to be recon- 
nected. 


Bass is. to create 7,000 new jobs 
over the next year as part of an 
aggressive^ expansion of its 
brewing, pubs and leisure em- 
pire. The news follows the corn- 
party’s ere atiofl of 6,00fl jobs last 
year. 

However, Bass is expected to 
cut jobs through brewery clo- 
sures tf Hs proposed takeover of 
Carisbeig-Tctley receives clear- 
ance from the competition au- 
thorities. There was no news 
from the DTI yesterday, though 
some City analysts expect the 
deal to be referred to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. “We haven't heard 
anything,” said Bass's chair- 
man, Sir Ian Prosser. 

The new jobs will form part 
of a £670m capital expenditure 
programme planned by Bass 
this year. Some 5,500 of the jobs 
will be in the group's taverns 
business, where around 200 
new sites wfll open. 

The Harvester pub-restaurant 
chain, the Fbrk & Pitcher con- 
cept of rural inns and the 15- 
strong All Bar One chain of 
modem city centre bars will ail 
be expanded. 


...but Bass 
takes on 7,000 
in pubs boom 


The first two centres will open 
in Bristol and Thurrock, Essex, 
early next summer. 


Bass announced the jobs pro- 
gramme as it reported a 12 per 


cent increase in pre-tax profits 
to £o71m in the year to 30 Sep- 


New branches of O’Neill's, 
Bass's Irish themed pubs, are 
being opened at the rate of 
more than one a week. 

Bass's leisure division will 
add 1300 jobs during the year 
with more bowling alleys and 13 
larger bingo elute set to open. 


A new concept for next year 
is the Dave & Busters enter- 
tainment centres. These are 
huge supermarket-sized halls 
which include bar and catering 
facilities based around pool ta- 
bles, virtual reality systems and 
other amusement machines. 


Tbecreatkw of 7tK) jobs was announced yesterday by two car man- 
afacturera -Rover and Honda -and by Moy Paris, a pool try pro- 
cessing company in Northem lreland. Honda is taking on 250 
staff to work on the production line at its Swindon factory where 
R produces the Civic small car and larger Accord saloon. Honda 
aims to boost output at Swindon from 100,000 to I50JMM) cars a 
year before 1999. Rover is hiring anotberlOO specialist engineers 
at its new £25m design centre at Gaydon near Warwick. 

In Northern Ireland, May Park will take on 350 staff as part 
of a £3 13m investment programme that involves the building 
of a £Hm factory in Dungannon, County Tyrone. 


to £o71m in the year to 30 Sep- 
tember, boosted by strong per- 
formances from the Holiday Inn 
hotel chain, Bass Ihvenis and 
branded drinks. 

Hooper’s Hooch, the market 
leading alcoholic lemonade, 
recorded spectacular gains, with 
Bass selling 320,000 barrels of 
the brew, compared with 4fl,lXX) 
last year. Sir lan said there was 
no evidence to suggest the al- 
copop boom was a fad. 

The Gala bingo subsidiary 
was hit by the lottery, with ad- 
missions down by 13 per cent. 

Profits were down at the 
Coral chain of betting shops due 
to a £4m hit caused by Frankie 
Dettori's record-breaking sev- 
en wins at Ascot earlier in the 
year. The meeting feD on the 
last Saturday of Bass's financial 
year. 

Bass group sales were 125 
per cent higher at £5.1bn and 
the dividend was increased by 
10 per cent to 25.4p. ; 
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French government suspends Thomson sale 


Michael Harrison 


The French privatisation pro- 
gramme was thrown into utter 
chaos yesterday after the Chirac 
government suspended the con- 
troversial sale of the defence 
and electronics giant Thomson 
to a consortium including 
British Aerospace. 

The move was prompted by a 
wave of public protests that had 
greeted plans to sell Thomson's 
consumer electronics business, 
Thomson Multimedia (TMM), 
to a Korean conglomerate. 

Lagardere, which was cho- 
sen as the preferred bidder for 
Thomson in October, had 


planned to dispose of TMM to 
Daewoo Electronics. That 
would have left it to share 
Thomson's defence business 
with BAe, which was prepared 
to provide financial support 
for the Lagardere bid and has 
already merged its missiles busi- 
ness with Matra, a Lagardere 
subsidiary. 

But the move to offload 
TMM to Daewoo prompted 
mass anger. Several thousand 
TMM workers marched last 
month protesting against the 
sale to a booming Asian com- 
petitor, fearful for their jobs and 
working conditions. 

In a shock announcement 


yesterday, the French Finance 
Ministry said its Privatisation 
Commission “declared itself 
incapable of giving a favourable 
opinion to the Lagardere offer, 
because of the terms of Daewoo 
Electronics’ purchase of Thom- 
son Multimedia”. 

The move left industrialists, 
bankers and political observers 
stupefied, particularly as the 
French prime minister, Alain 
Juppe, had defended its choice 
of buyer for several weeks. 

The suspension of the sale 
comes just days after Mr 
Juppe's right-wing government 
gave in to the demands of strik- 
ing lorry drivers and less than 


a month after the privatisation 
of the French bank, C1C was 
also put off. 

The official explanation giv- 
en at the time was that the bite 
had not been high enough. But 
the real reason is thought to 
have been that there was no ac- 
ceptable offer by a French bid- 
der, meaning that CIC might 
have had to be split up and auc- 
tioned off to foreign buyers. 

The French industry minister, 
Franck Borotra, said the pri- 
vatisation of Thomson re- 
mained essential for the 
company. But the decision to 
suspend the process means that 
Alcatel, which had been tipped 


as the most likely winner, may 
now re-enter the fray. 

Alcatel, which had pledged to 
keep Thomson intact, said it 
“took note” of the decision- La- 
gardere said it remained inter- 
ested in taking over the 
company. If its bid succeeds, 
Thomson’s missiles and dy- 
namics business, which has sales 
of £3D0m-£400m, will be incor- 
porated into the £lbn joint 
venture formed by Matra and 
BAel 

• Meanwhile there was better 
news for BAe in the shape of 
confirmation that.it is part of a 
consortium which has bought 
the German defence systems 


company STN Atlas Electronik. 
BAe is paying £104m for a 49 
per cent stake in the business, 
which will give it acoess to the 
German naval market. '. 

The deal will come as a small 
consolation after BAie lost put 
to GEC in the battle to take 
over VSEL; which would have 
given It a naval systems inte- 
gration capacity. 

“This allows us to extend 
and enhance our expertise and 
builds on our systems integra- 
tion expertise and customer 
base,” said a spokesman: The 
other members of foeconsor- < 
tfrim are the German groups i 
-Rbeimetall and Baderzwerk. j 
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£360m DIY brands 


to run 
Eastern 
rail line 




STOCK MARKETS 


INTEREST RATES 






US Ions bond 





FTSE100 
FTSE250 
FT5E 350 


tte foftetap CagiCQ 

4061-50 4-2100 4-0.B 


■osty Market Bates 


MMBfl MWtw TfcMff) 

JB73.10 3632.30 3.91 


BondYieUs* 


Marltp Ln|bM OtytarNp 


fafcnfcr etagi Iwlgi 


Pag tote 


FTSEAfl-Stare 
New Mart: 

Tokyo 


532740 — ±1.2.60 „ +0.3 4568 SO 'dh i 5.3 0 3.55 

2015^9 +1D-20 +0.5 2022.10 1616.60 3.84 

1161 .-29 ±143 ±QJ_ 2244,36 1 954.06 3.19 

166 6 j 9 +9-40 +0.5 1994 54 1791-95 3.79 

—6442-69 -79.01 -1.2 6547.70 jW»Q4 2.01 

jjj ,22 66680 19734.70 0.76f 

30 45 _ 13530.95 10204.87 3.05t 

3666-96 +2646 +1.0 2B8648 225346 1.61t 


¥JLatf0Cl_U3.7M — :YQ OS 101 IBS 
SJUfrS 38-2 — ± 0.6 94.9 


M. 31 N PRICE CHANC-ES 


OTHER INDICATORS 


M 

antes 236 


Source: FT Information. Data as of 3J12/96 


BarrattDevel 


a*px tm mmh a — w %ot 

11 4.9 Dorflno MnderelBY4375 61 15.6 

44 3.6 Lucas Vaffiv 234 164 6.6 

8 35 Kwik-fft Holdings 2175 55 25 


"MU toftds hi apt Mb Utet trip intfip 

MJffiU g3?7 +Q.15 17-M RpT 153.8+2.7PC 149 7 mn« c~ 

Grids 3 67,00 -3,85 3flS.3fl GDP TQ8.9+2.3PC 105 7 .h n n 

GridE 222.15 +2.02 25131 Base Rates —> B.00pc 6.75 — 


Williams Holdings, the indus- 
trial conglomerate chaired by 
Sir Nigel Rudd, yesterday 
cleared foe decks for a £500m 
spending spree after announc- 
ing the £360m sale of some of 
Britain’s- best-known DIY and 
buildlxig brands. A manage- 
ment group led by Mike Davies, 
currently head of Williams' 
building and security products 
division, is investing “well over 
£Im” in a buy-out of a package 
of IS companies including 
household names like Rawlplng, 
the company which invented the 
eponymous wall plug, to 
Amdega, builder of Britain's 
first Victorian conservatory, 
and including Swish curt am 
tracks and Smallbonq of De- 
vizes, maker of the up-market 
kitchens. 

The intention is that the new 
company, to be called New- 
mond, will float in due course, 
following in the footsteps of 
earlier williams disposals in- 
cluding Pendragon, the motor 
dealer, Cortworth, an engi- 
neering group, and the elec- 
tronics businesses sold earlier 
this year, which intends to float 
in due course. As with earlier 
disposals, Williams is retaining 
an interest- in Newmond 
through a 26 per cent stake. 

The deal, which will throw up 

a £90m profit for Williams and 
dilute profits by £8m in a full 
year, comes after two years of 


underperformance by the 
group's shares as conglomerates 
have fallen out of favour with the 
market Sir Nigel denied (he 
groupwas attempting to lose its 
conglomerate tag, but the shares 
bounced 5p to 344 Jp yesterday 
as analysts welcomed the deal as 
giving more focus to the group. 

Williams said the businesses 
being sold, although mostly 
market leaders in foe UK, did 
not sit well in foe context of its 
plan to develop global opera- 
tions in the three areas of fire 
protection, security and home 
improvement products. It will 
wipe out borrowings and leave 
the acquisitive group . with net 
cashof£40m. 
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There’s some life left in the old NatWest yet 


B ui for lethargy and the fact that the free 
market never works as perfectly as it 
should, it would be possible to write with 
some authority right now that the mam high 
street banks have essentially had it, that in 
a fast -changing world these dinosaurs of re- 
tail and corporate financial services are go- 
ing to die out (a bit like discount houses of 
which more later), becoming little more than 
fossils embedded in the rocks of history. 

As it is, most of them look to be evolving 
sufficiently swiftly (though Lord knows, 
progress is slow enough) to ensure passage 
into the next stage of the Darwinian tree. Yes- 
terday’s radical set of armotmcemenis from 
Nat West has clearly demonstrated that 
there's life and determination left in those 
old bones yet. 

What NatWest is doing minors what is 
happening elsewhere in high street banking. 
"With varying degrees of speed, all the main 
banks are shedding staff and closing 
branches like topsy. For most of us, the 
branch network is now a largely redundant 
infrastructure. 

Telephone hanking, supermarket banking, 
and further down the line, internet banking, 
offer potentially dramatic advances both in 
terms of customer service and its cost. With 
the clearer; still largely stuck with the cost 
structure of a bygone age (nationwide 
branch networks together with supporting 
infrastructures), banking, in theory, is ripe 
for the taking by new entrants. 

As always, however, ir is not that easv in 


practice. Indeed, given the present buoyancy 
of banking profits and the scope for offer- 
ing much cheaper lines of service, you 
would expea far more competition from 
new entrants than is actually proving to be 
the case. That there is not ispartly down to 
the fact that banking is stiQ essentially a 
highly regulated oligopoly, and partly 
because even in today's much more savvy 
and consumerist world, it remains difficult 
to dislodge an established banking cus- 
tomer. Changing bank just seems to take 
more effort than its worth. 

Furthermore, the established banks are 
proving relatively effective in offering the 
new forms of banking, even if this is not yet 
reflected in what they charge for it. In other 
words, the established players are proving 
quite adept at preserving their supremacy in 
the new age. That they continue to hold sway 
depends veTy much on the speed with which 
they can reduce cosL This is not without its 
dangers, as the Banking Ombudsman’s 
report yesterday demonstrated. One of the 
most common complaints in a growing 
body of them was about branch closures and 
not enough people. 

The nick, then, is to adapt fast enough to 
deter new competition, but slowly enough 
to manage adequately the retreat in tradi- 
tional banking methods and infrastructure. 
On both these fronts, NatWest and others 
seem for the moment Lo be doing as well as 
can reasonably be expected. Though plainly 
the fat profit margins presently carat by the 


dealers will be under pressure, they stand 
a good chance of maintaining their present 
market position. 


T hose strange little organisations called 
discount houses have been given so 
much warning of their demise by the Bank 
of England that even the most sleepy has 
managed to diversify away from their core 
money market businesses. Indeed, the odd- 
est thing is how long the motherly Old Lady 
has cosseted and cooed over this liny band 
of miniature banks, just about the last 
places in the City to offer port after lunch. 
The justification was that they acted as a use- 
ful buffer in the money markets against the 
power of the clearing banks. 

If the Bank of England had been obliged 
to have regular eyeball to eyeball con- 
frontations with a bullying NatWest evety 
time it wanted to manipulate short term 
interest rates, it might not have come out of 
the experience very wcQ. Taking a tough line 
with Union. Gerard & National or Cater 
Allen is like nicking on the school weakling. 

The Bank s ingrained habit until now has 
been lo maintain a rightly controlled regis- 
ter of the people it is prepared to deal with, 
whether it be in bonds or bills. 

Now caution is being thrown to the winds, 
and anyone can join the part)', provided they 
have the technical expertise, trade repos reg- 
ularly and are approved by regulators. They' 
must also act as the Bank's eyes and ears. 


agreeing explicitly to feed the Old Lady s 
hunger for useful snippets of information 
about the markets. 

From next year, as many as 30 or 40 banks, 
building societies and securities bouses are 
likely to be tradipg with the Bank in the gilts 
repos market every day, sidelining the dis- 
count market in the interest rate setting 
process (though the discount houses will 
continue in business, shorn of their monop- 
oly access to the Bank’s dealers). 

By making gflts repos - a form of trade- 
able debt secured on goremmenl bonds - the 
p rimar y instrument of monetary policy (set- 
ting interest rates to you and me J, the Bank 
has moved a long way towards the money 
market methods expected to he adopted for 
controlling Euro interest rates. 

Euroscepucs will see this as a ghastly plot. 
But in fact it is a sensible move away from 
an eccentric money market system nobody 
else uses towards a new trading expertise 
that will be useful even if we do not join the 
single currency. 

f'-'vpen up Southern Water's last annual re- 
V^Jporl. published this year just as direc- 
tors were recommending Scottish Power's 
£1.7bn takeover bid, and the phrase "creat- 
ing value for shareholders” leaps off the page. 
Six months later the claim has a distinctly 
hollow ring, given that Scottish Power has 
managed to find further savings of £50m a 
year by reducing the workforce by almost half 


The received wisdom was that several 
years after privatisation most of the "fat" bad 
been cut out of the utilities, to the benefit 
of invest ors and customers, leaving lean, effi- 
cient and dearly focussed operations. Yet 
Southern Water's apparent obsession with 
diversification into non-core activities now 
looks about as strategically focussed as 
sticking a pin in a page of the telephone 
directory. 

Scottish Ptnver has found savings all over 
the place. Southern had iwo separate head 
offices, one for the PLCandonc for the reg- 
ulated water business, with huge duplication 
of work. Some 25 staff were employed just 
to manage cash transactions between the two 

corporate structures. The same excess seems 
to exist in other utilities too. In the case of 
Manweb, the regional electricity company 
bought by Scottish Power Iasi year, the exist- 
ing management had already slashed the 
workforce from 4,415 to 3,35il during their 
unsuccessful bid defence. Yet a year later 
Scottish Power had found another 5tK» jobs 
10 cut. 

Price controls have obviously achieved 
wonders in improving efficiency, but if 
Southern Water is anything jo go by. they 
have not gone anywhere near far enough. 
Both regulators and Government should 
bear this in mind should they feel tempted 
to block the two outstanding bids for 
regional cleetricily companies on the 
grounds that they would lead to a loss of 
quoted comparisons. 



Bank of England 
revamps money 
market dealing 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


)0 

m 


The Bank of England yesterday 
announced the biggek reform 
, for more than a century in the 
sway that interest rates are set, 
T marking the end of the privi- 
leged position of the City's sev- 
en discount houses. 

The hank’s dealings in the 
short-term money markets are 
to be opened early next year to 
a wide range of banks, building 
societies and securities firms of 
UK or continental ownership. 

At the same rime, gilt repos 
- debt backed by government 
bonds - are to become a key 
part of the bank's daily trading 
with the market. 

The discount bouses are spe- 
cialist banks that have tradi- 
tionally had a monopoly on 
daily dealings in bills of ex- 
change with the iBank of Eng- 
land. Trading in the bills is 
used to control interest rates 
and signal changes in the cost 
of borrowing. 

The reforms, scheduled for 
early next year, will restructure 
London's sterling money mar- 
kets in line with proposals ex- 
I peered to be adopted for the 
market in euros when the sin- 
gle currency is in operation. 


However, Ian Plenderleith, 
an executive director of the 
bank, denied the restructuring 
in London was prompted by the 
single currency or the discus- 
sions under way at the Euro- 
pean Monetary Institute on 
how to set interest rates after 
monetary union. “That’s not our 
main motive,” he said 

Mr Plenderleith said there 
were advantages in bringing 
the UK structure into line with 
the Continent, whether or not 
Britain joined the single cur- 
rency. After the reforms, the 
London money markets would 
be “state of the . art” and the 
bond markets would be .“ab- 
solutely at the forefront” in 
world terms, Mr Plenderleith 
said. 

He said the driving force for 
change was rapid evolution in 
the City, espeoally the mush- 
rooming growth of the £15bn- 
a-day gilts repo market, where 
£60bn of repos are currently in 
force. 

The bank will continue to use 
the traditional bOl market op- 
erated by the discount houses. 
But from next year, changes in 
interest rates will be signalled 
by a move in repo rates rather 
than the traditional method of 
altering the rates at which the 


bank deals in the discount mar- 
ket 

The bank is also abandoning 
its insistence that gilt-edged 
market makers are established 
as separate firms, known as 
Gemras, and instead will allow 
them to be merged into then- 
parent groups’ balance sheets. 
Gfl ts repo dealers will sign a pri- 
vate contract with the bank and 
there win be no published list 

There are to be changes in 
the money market dealing 
timetable during the day and 
new arrangements for clearing 
banks that need overnight 
loans. The discount houses’ 
obligation to underwrite, the 
weekly Treasury bill tender will 
be dropped. 

The discount houses, which 
are specialist banks, have been 
given a decade of quiet warn- 
ings by the bank that their mar- 
ket will be opened up. 

They have already diversified 
into other financial specialisms 
and some have moved into the 
gilts repo market Cater Allen, 
one of the leading houses, said: 
“We believe we will benefit 
[from the changes].” 

Until the reform, however, the 
houses have retained their spe- 
cial access to the bank’s dealing 
rooms. 



Ian Plenderleith: Denied the restructuring was prompted by the single currency 


The value of this privilege has 
been whittled away in recent 
yean because the dealing banks 
have become the dominant bill 
market traders, even though 
they have had lo channel their 
dealings with the bank through 
the houses. 

In 1994, the bank further 
eroded the houses' role by ex- 
perimentally beginning fort- 


nightly, rather than daily, deal- 
ings in gflf repos outside the dis- 
count market 

The European Monetary In- 
stitute is expected to publish 
proposals in January for the de- 
tailed operations of the money 
market in euros. 

According to the bank’s dis- 
cussion document, the plans 
being drawn up by the Euro- 


pean Monetary Institute are 
“relevant to airy further de- 
velopment of the bank’s oper- 
ations whether or not the UK 
participates in monetary union: 
the changes proposed in this 
paper are consistent with the 
direction and spirit of the pro- 
posals currently under discus- 
sion at the European Monetary 
Institute”. 


Continental 
and Delta in 
merger talks 


David Usborae 

New York 


Speculation about a fresh wave 
of consolidation in the Ameri- 
can airline industry was rrignil- 
ed yesterday on reports that 
Delta Air Lines and Continen- 
tal Airlines were in talks about 
a possible merger. 

The two carriers we re said to 
be continuing tentative merger 
talks that were instigated by 
Continental last summer. It 
was widely believed, however, 
that the contacts were still in the 
exploratory phase and that no 
final agreement on a full-out 
merger was imminent. 

An eventual marriage of the 
companies would transform the 
aviation landscape in the US 
and send ripples through the in- 
dustry worldwide. If combined. 
Delta, the third-laigest US car- 
rier, and Continental, number 
five, would emerge as the 
largest airline in the world. 

There was no comment on 
the speculation from either car- 
rier yesterday. However, Carla 
VUlalon, spokeswoman for 
Continental, gave credence to 
the belief that ejqtloratory talks 
were taking place by saying the 
company would have no an- 
nouncement concerning a pos- 
sible merger with Delta until at 
least the “distant future”. 

There was a similar flurry of 
activity in the industry a year ago 


when it was revealed that US- 
Air had effectively put iisclf up 
for sale and entered talks with 
United Airlines and American 
Airlines. Both sets of talks 

S uickly fizzled, however, and 
ISAif is still flying alone. 

The prospect of a large merg- 
er finally happening continues 
to mesmerise the industry- Any 
such transaction would torpe- 
do the status quo and prompt 
every other large carrier to find 
farmers to take down the mar- 
riage aisle. In that instance, US- 
Air, in which British Airways has 
a 25 per cent stake, would be 
quicldy snapped up. 

Though not overwhelming, 
there is some lope to a Delta- 
Continental tie-up. They have 
complimentary hub networks in 
the US and Continental would 
give Della strength in the South, 
notably in Texas, and in New 
York. Continental would also 
bolster Delta's presence in 
South America. 

After several miserable years 
that included two journeys into 
bankruptcy. Continental has en- 
gineered a widely- admired turn- 
around back into profit under 
the leadership of its chief ex- 
ecutive, Gordon Beihune. Delta 
has also bounced back into 
profit. The two carriers have 
fleets that would be ill-matched, 
however, and analysis warn 
complications would arise from 
combining their workforces. 
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FirstBus yesterday won its first 
outright ra Away franchise when 
Britain's biggest local bus com- 
pany was awarded the right to 
run the Great Eastern line out 
of London's Liverpool Street sta- 
tion. _ 

However. FirstBus could run 
into regulatory problems as it al- 
ready operates local bus services 
within the Great Eastern fran- 
chise area. . 

Last night the Office of raff 
Trading confirmed it would ex- 
amine the competition implica- 
tions of the award. “We will be 

lookin'; at this in the normal 

wav." said an OFT spokesman. 

FirstBus, whi** also has a 24 J 
per cent interest in the Great 
Western franchise, is promising 
passengers on the busy com- 
muter fine a £9m improvement 
package. The franchise, lasting 
seven years and three months, 
will involve the company refur- 
bishing trains, incnrasing services, 
cleaning up stations and raising 
punctualiiy targets. 

There are also plans to intro- 
duce a pilot through-ticketmg 
scheme on buses and trams m 
Colchester and CJelmsford. 
However. Trevor Smallwood, 
First Bus chairman, refused to 
rule out job cuts among Great 
Eastern's L400 staff. 

FirstBus will receive a subsidy 
0 [ £29m from taxpayers in the 
first year of the franchise, com- 

agjfsaygs 

2003-4 FiretBus wul actually be 

paying the Government’s rail 
franchise office £9 Jm. 


US inflation rate could 
be overstated by 1.1% 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


US government statistics may be 
heavily overestimating the 
counby’s rate of inflation, and 
a correction could slash tens of 
billions of dollars off the coun- 
try’s annual budget deficit and 
simultaneously boost the 
chances of a political deal for 
a balanced federal budget 

According to a report to Con- 
gress by an authoritative inde- 
pendent commission yesterday, 

the Consumer Price Index over- 
states the real inflation rate by 
1.1 percentage points. In other 
words, US inflation is running 
at not just under 3 per cent a 
year, but Kitle more than 1 .5 per 
cent Far the public finances, the 
consequences of such an ad- 
justment would be momentous. 

Social security payments, 
geared to the CPI, would rise 
less rapidly, as would mflation- 
linked income- tax deductions 


and exemptions, meaning that 
the Treasury’s tax take would be 
higher. Higher receipts and 
smaller outlays would reduce 
the federal borrowing require- 
ment. 

In all, calculates the com- 
mission headed by Michael 
Boston, a former chief eco- 
nomic adviser to President 
Bush, a change in the index 
could cut the federal deficit by 
S60bn (£37bn) by 2002, the tar- 
get year of both democratic and 
Republican plans for a bal- 
anced budget. On present 
trends, that year’s deficit is put 
at between $150bn and $200on. 

Doubts about the validity of 
the CPI have long been voiced 
here by no less than Alan 
Greenspan, Federal Reserve 
Board c hairman, among others. 

There is a growing view that the 

structure of the CPI does not 
take sufficient account of ever 
fiercer competition in the econ- 
omy, and the tendency of con- 


sumers to buy cheaper alterna- 
tives if a particular hem covered 
in the index becomes more ex- 
pensive. But the latest finding 
could not be better timed for 
the balanced budget lobby. 

Not only was the US deficit 
of SlOGbn in fiscal 1996 the low- 
est in 20 years [and at 1.6 per 
cent of GDP the most re- 


country), but the political land- 
scape is favourable for a bipar- 
tisan budget agreement with in 
the next 12 to 18 months. 

Even before yesterday’s re- 
port, tbe gap between Repub- 
lican and Democratic budget 
blueprints had shrunk to a to- 
tal of $14$bn over the five 
years until 2002. An enlarged 
Republican majority in the Sen- 
ate makes it more likely that a 
constitutional amendment to 
balance the budget will clear 
Congress in 1997, giving both 
sides political cover to strike an 
agreement 
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Utilities call for higher bills 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Several privatised utility com- 
panies are pressing for “imme^ 
diate” increases in customers 
bills to compensate for sur- 
prise tax changes announced m 
last month's Budget. 

Ian Russell, finance director 
of ScottishPtwer, said yesterday 
he would be writing to the elec- 
tricity and water regulators to 
press for higher hflb when the 
tax changes take effect from 
next April. Tbe increases for 
customers would be relatively 
small, though they would be m 
pounds rather than pennies . 





The move is likely to embar- 
rass the Government as min- 
isters and utility executives 
gather today for a DTI confer- 
ence hailing the achievements 
of privatisation. . 

Tlie tax changes slash the 
amount of new investment com- 
panies can write off against cor- 
poration tax bills from 25 to 6 
per cent. The alteration only ap- 
phes to spending on assets wnb 
lives of more than 25 years, and 
has many, exclusions including 
investment on trains and ships. 

Thx experts have predicted 
that utility companies, which in- 
vest heavfryin pipes and cables, 
wfli bear the brunt of the raea- 


1- 




sure. It will raise £45m for the 
Treasury next year, rising to 
£675m a year m 1999/2000. 

Mr Russell estimated the tax 
change would ultimately knock 
£25m off Scc^tishRtwer’s annual 
profits. He said: “Yte are look- 
ing and I'm sure every other util- 
ity will be looking very hard at 
recovering the extra tax charge.” 

British Gas also confirmed it 
would be pressing for softer 
price cuts for its pipeline busi- 
ness, 13-ansCo, which is the 
subject of a Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission inquiry, to 

compenrate. The tax change will 

cost the company an extra £40m 
a year by 11 
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750.7m shares;.-: 
35,408 bargains 
Gifts Index 
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BTR retreats again on trading statement rumours 


Taking Stock 


Share spotlight 


share prfcE. pence 



The agony continues for BTR, 
the once high-flying conglom- 
erate which has become a per- 
manent feature of the stock 
market doghouse. 

The shares tumbled 6.5p to 
231 Jp, lowest for five years as 
worries grew about the con- 
tents of a rumoured tra ding 
statement which could, some 
be lieve , appear today. 

BTR fell out of favour with 
the rest of the cooglom dan. 
The new chief executive, Ian 
Strachan. is struggling to re- 
shape the sprawling group into 
a focused global engineering 
and manufacturing operation. 

Interim profits, produced 
in September, were subdued 
but encouraged some analysts 


to adopt a more positive 
stance. Yet the shares have cnn- 


D J FMAMJ J AS0ND 


stance. Vet the shares have con- 
tinued their seemingly re- 
morseless slide to the 
particular dismay, no doubt, of 
many former holders of the 
1996 warrants. 

After the interim figures, the 


price, down to 231Jp in the 
summer, moved to 280p, an en- 
coura ging development for 
BTR, which had issued war- 
rants with a 258p striking price. 
In the event the group pulled 
in £28Qm as most warrant 
holders were tempted to take 
up their shar e ent itlements. 

The latest BTR retreat oc- 
curred as the stock market pon- 
dered the sudden weakness in 
New York and was ruffled by 
uncertainly on the gilts front, 
where there was widespread 
disappointment over the result 
of the £2-5bn Government 
stocks auction. It was covered 
only 1.7 times against expec- 
tations approaching 2J5 times. 

Footsie fell 16.3 points to 
4,045.2 with the supporting 
indices also giving ground. 
The overhang from the Gov- 
ernment's sales of utility rumps 
also disturbed sentimenU 

HSBC James Cape], famed 
for its involvement in the long- 
running mystery of Hanson’s 
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- 


DEREK PAIN 


stock market reporter of the year 


National Grid share sale, dis- 
closed it wasstiD hugging most 
of the British Energy shares it 
had picked up from the Gov- 
ernment. Its total stake, listed 
as a market makers holding, 
amnimis to 8.75 per cent of En- 
ergy’s capital. Other securities 
houses are also sitting on stock 
the Government unloaded. 

Capel acted for Saudi Ara- 
bian billionaire Sulimann S 
Olayan in May when, in a 
confusing derivatives deal, be 
emerged as a 123 per cent 
shareholder in the grid. 

General Electric Co, fig- 
ures tomorrow, was little 
changed at 363.5p. Lehman 
Brothers is looking for inter- 
im profits to be up 7 per cent 


to £43 Im. It has put a 2997 tar- 
get price of 405p on the shares. 

British Aerospace ran into 
turbulence, falling 28.5p To 
L,I2I.5p as the French gov- 
ernment suspended moves to 
privatise Thomson. The aero 
group was a junior partner in 
what had appeared to be the 
su ccessf ul vehicle for the pri- 
vatisation. 

House of Fraser, the de- 
partment store chain, was giv- 
en another takeover whirl with 
Burton replaced fry Sears and 
Storehouse as the roost likely 
bidders. One suggestion was 
Sears, which should have cash 
to spare if it sells its mail or- 
der side, mjght use the Fraser 
outlets to rofi out a national 


Selfridges chain. Harvey 
Nichols could, however, 
emerge as a surprise candidate. 
It Ikes been flexing its muscles 
and could see Fraser as a 
quick route to achieving a 
more widespread presence. 

Glaxo VfeUcome fell lip to 
958p. Merrill Lynch has made 
cautious noises and trimmed its 

gested switch from Cable & 
Wireless into BT lowered Ca- 
ble I3.5p to 46Q.5p and lifted 
BT 5 Jp to 3862>p. 

There appeared to be some- 
thing of a tug-of-war over 
Maiden, the advertising group- 
The shares plunged 2hp to 
266 ~5p with UBS apparently 
doing the damage with a prof- 
it downgrade. Nat West Secu- 
rities. however, remained 
supportive, sticking with its 
£8. Ira forecast against £2Jbm 
last year. 

Meyer International, the 
timber group, was shaved L5p 
to 36S3p with Merrill Lynch 


downgrading and saying sell. 
Wescol, a structural steel 
group, gained 2j> to 54.5p as the 
chairman, Peter Price, con- 
firmed a high order intake. 

Environs ed, a medical 
groiqp, finned to 24.5p as a US 
group. Selfcare, demanded a 
shareholders’ meeting to press 
for the sacking of the board 
and its replacement by its own 
nominees. Selfcare has 2&9 per 
cent of Enviramed. which is re- 
sisting the US attack. It is the 
second US strike this year; ear- 
lier a company related to Self- 
care was defeated. 

Ritz Music made a km-key 
Ofex debut, holding at its 55p 
placing. Leslie Wise, the fash- 
ion group, foQ II -5p to 37 Jp 
after a bleak statement which 
included a warning of a divi- 
dend cut. 

Hansom, die taxi cabs group, 
reversed Up to 7p, a kw. The 
shares were 53p a year ago. The 
company raised £Um through 
a share sale at 5 Jp. 


□John D Wood, the up-mar- 
ket residential estate agent, 
jumped 9p to84Jp, a year’s 
high. The excitement stems 
from the apparent continuing 
activity in the London hous- 
ing market with, it seems, the 
higher mortgage rates bits** 
ftiUy ignored. Joint chairman 
George Pope has estimated 
London boose prices will rise 
by at least 20 per cent this 
year. Last year Wood made 
profits of £729400; around 
£1.210 cooid be achieved in 
tlie current year which ends 
in April. 


CJManchester Clt£ the strug- 
gling football dub, fen 5p to 
UOp on O fex a fte r c uM firm- 
ing a £Kk8m cash call at 80p 
a share, anderw ri fte a fry 
John Wan&eaud Stephen 
Boko 

The company promises a 
bonus issue of shares or - . . 
warrants if the chibwius 
promotion. 
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Saudi prince buys Hotel George V for £104m 
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Grana^ Group has sold the Hotel George 
V m P aris, a legacy from Its takeover of 
Forte earlier this year, to Prince Alwaleed 
Bln Talal Bin Abdulaziz A1 Saud (above) of 
Saudf Arabia for £104m. 

The Hotel George V fronts Avenue 
G©oige V on Paris's Right Bank. Since 


opening in 1928, the 258-room hotel has 
been a favourite among celebrities. 

Prince Alwaleed said: “The Hotel George 
V is one of the most famous hotels in 
Europe and we beReve it has the potential 
to become one of the most successful 
hotels in the world." 


Cellnet’s £lbn boost 
for digital network 


Chris Gods mark 

Business Correspondent 

Cellnet yesterday pledged lo 
intensify competition in the 
mobile phone business by 
spending a further £1 bn on im- 
proving the coverage of its dig- 
ital network and creating new 
services for business customers. 

The bulk of the investment, 
which will be spent over the next 
five years, will be used to more 
than double the number of dig- 
ital base stations used to receive 
signals from 1.600 to 3,300. The 
group, 60 per cent owned by 
British Telecom and 40 per cent 
by Securicor, claimed this would 
raise signal quality above that of 
its three competitors: Voda- 
fone. Orange and One20ne. 

The additional base stations 
should go some way to ad- 
dressing the most common 
complaint of mobile phone cus- 
tomers: that company market- 
ing stressmg consistent coverage 


and signal quality rarely 
squared with the reai ity. 

Celine r admitted that its own 
recent customer research had 
shown only 70 per cent to 75 per 
cent of calls were made suc- 
cessfully, compared with com- 
puter tests which showed 
coverage of more than 90 per 
cent of the population. 

However, a report published 
today in the Consumers Asso- 
ciation magazine Which? v/ams 
that all the networks have lim- 
itations on where in the UK the 
phone will work. Hie report 
found one in every 25 calls ei- 
ther failed to connect or was col 
off. The survey also found Cell- 
net's digital network was below 
average, though Orange came 
off worst of the four. 

The Government has ruled 
that the older analogue net- 
works of CeDnet and Vodafone ■ 
must be replaced by 2005, but 
many of the morenual areas of 
the UK do not have signal 


coverage at all. Cellnet said it 
aimed to raise its coverage 
from 70 per cent of the UK 
landmass to 80 per cenL 

Vodafone last month re- 
vealed it had more than doubled 
its investment to £509m with 
much of the increase going on 
expanding coverage in the rest 
of Europe. Onc20ne, owned by 
Cable & Wireless and US West, 
has also raised more than £lbn 
to fund the completion of its 
nationwide digital network. 
CeDnet estimated some lOQfiOO 
people in the Britain work in the 
mobile plume business. 

Further cash would be spent 
on new business services osint 


an additional frequency 1 
allocated to Cellnet and Vbda- 
fone by the DTL Mike TSplady, 
Cellnet’s technology director, 
said he would soon be offering 
new services inside office build- 
ings where each teleplume ex- 
tension would also doubl e as a 
mobile phone. 


Carlton sets its sights on pay-TV 

The Investment Column 


As media moguls go, Michael Green, 
chairman of Carbon Communications, 
keeps a very low profile. There is no 
sign of his personal image changing, but 
his reputation as an over-cautious 
deal-maker in the fast -changing world 
of television may be about to disappear. 

Last month he nipped in to steal 
south-west of England ITV franchise- 
holder Westcountry “television from 
under the nose of Lord Hollick, United 
News & Media’s acquisitive chief ex- 
ecutive, with a knock-out bid of £85m. 

It was third time lucky this year for 
Mr Green after the Labour-leaning 
peer beat Carlton to the punch when 
his MAI group merged with United 
News & Media. United also pipped 
Cadton in picking up a 20 per cent 
stake in HTV, the Welsh broadcaster, 
from Scottish Ifelevi&ion. 

Yesterday Mr Green gave his 
clearest signal yet that Carlton intends 
to be a serious player in the brave new 
wodd of muln-diannel subscription and 
pay-per-view television. “We want to 
build up our interests in pay television, 
both as a content provider and oper- 
ator,” be said. This may encompass 
cable, satellite and digital television.” 

Carlton already has two small cable 
channels, but it sees the new media, in 
particular the advent of digital 
terrestrial television, as opening up new 
investment vistas while being comple- 
mentary with its free- to- air, advertiser 
-supported ITV licences. The latter in- 
clude the London weekday franchise 
and Birmingham-based Central. 

Mr Green's enthusiasm for the 
potential of pay-TV appears to have 
grown since the Department of fi-ade 
and Industry published its “near-final" 
guidelines on the regulation of digital 
television last month. Carlton, other 
commercial broadcasters and the BBC 
bad lobbied the Government to ensure 
that the digital set-top boxes due to be 
introduced next year by Rupert Mur- 
doch’s BSkyB wfll be open to all. 

Mr Green insists that Carlton's core 
business in terrestrial television remains 
a “significant asset", delivering mass 
audiences to advertisers. And it would 
be wrong to assume from results for 
the year to September that good, old- 
fashioned free TV has had its day. Thie, 
operating profits from television rose 
a measly 5 per cent to £l29m on sales 
just 2 per cent higher at £686m. while 
profits at the group level advanced 17 
per cent to £291m on turnover 6 per 
cent up at £1.68bn. . 

But Carlton, which accounts for 
almost a third of the ITV advertising 
cake, says the outlook for advertising 
revenue is good as the economy con- 
tinues to grow, noting strong growth in 
adverts for telecoms and cars recently. 

Elsewhere Carlton's film (“techni- 
color) and video activities go from 
strength to strength as technologicaUd- t. 
vances shorten the time it takes bkScIc- 
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busters like Toy Story or Twister to move 
from the box office into video formats. 

Pre-tax profits for the current year 
should rise to £34 0m from £295m. 
implying a p/e ratio of 15, with the 
shares down I4p at 4S9,5p. About right. 

MMC worries 
sour Bass’s year 

Bass may have had glad tidings about 
job creation and capital investment 
yesterday but the shares remain over- 
shadowed by another issue entirely, tbc 
possible referral of the proposed 
Carisberg-Tetley deal. 

With no decision from the DTI and 
the prospect of a lengthy MMC inves- 
tigation looming, the shares have been 
in limbo at around the 800p mark. If 

the deal does go through, Bass will have 
to sell some of its renamed puhs to com- 
ply with possible OFT-DTI demands. 
If it is refused, or the conditions arc too 
onerous, the deal may have to be un- 
ravelled at a net cost of around £60m. 

Leaving aside the uncertainty of 
the Carisberg-Tetley saga. Bass looks 
in good shape. Like Whitbread, it is 
pushing its branded pubs and restau- 
rants for all they are worth. New and 


converted branches of Harvester, 
O’Neills and the rural Fork & Pitcher 
pubs are being opened rapidly. 

The driving force is robust food sales, 
which increased by 54 per cent across 
the group last war. Food now accounts 
for 16 per cent of sales in the group s 
2,700 managed puhs. 

In brewing, old favourites such as 
Carling Black Label managed to in- 
crease sales by 5.7 per cent, while some 
of the new brands are racing ahead. 
Caffrey's, one of the earliest niirokeg 
beers, has seen volumes rise by almost 
50 per cent year-on-year. Then there 
is Hooper's Hooch, the dominant 
brand in the fizzing alcopop market. 
Bass sold 320,000 barrels of the stuff 
last year, compared with just 40,000 the 
year before. Bass reckons that con- 
sumers wfll absorb the 40 per cent rise 
in duty announced in last week's Bud- 
get. Hooper's has also been launched 
in 30 countries with Japan proving par- 
ticularly fertile ground. 

Bass's problem arcus are bingo and 
Holiday Inns. Bingo admissions were 
down by 13 per cent in the year. Though 
Bass is* closing its older “cx-cincma” 
hails m favour of larger, “fiat floor" 
dubs, halting tbc decline in the face of 
National Lottery will prove tough. 

At Holiday Inns, operating profit was 
19 per cent* higher at £I95ra though 


Carlton Communications : at a glance 
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there are concerns ihut the rate of 
growth is slowing. Occupancy rotes ap- 
pear to have plateaued and some an- 
alysts feel there may tv only one year's 
real growth left in this division. 

Merrill Lynch is forecasting 1997 
profits of £74 lm which, with the 
shares up 2p ul 813p yesterday, puls 

them on a forward rating of 15. A solid 
bet in a sector set to benefit from the 
uplift in consumer spending. 

TLG heading for 
brighter times 

The lights flickered at TLG earlier this 
year. In retrospect it perhaps ought to 
haw been dear when we lipped the 
commercial lighting group in June af- 
ter a cracking set of maiden annual re- 
sults dial TLG could not swim against 
deteriorating markets forever. All five 
of its main markets fell oh a cliff at once 
in August, forcing the group to issue 
a profits warning which has left the 
shares languishing ai below- the 1 15p 
offer price of two years ago. 

But the market breathed a sigh of 
relief that interim figures showing 
pre-tax profits slashed from £ 1 1 .4m to 
£S3m in the six months to September 
were no worse than the much-re- 
duced expectations and the shares 
picked up 10p to I03p yesterday. 

With sales virtually flat at £ |S7m. the 
past six months have been Moody for 
TLG, once an arm of Thom. In t he UK, 
prices fell as competition for large' light- 
ing jobs intensified, while the Conti- 
nent was hit by governments raking 
action to rein in public spending ahead 
of expected monetary union at the end 
of the century. Between I s and 4U per 
cent of TLG's sales on the Continent 
are ultimately dependent on slate 
contracts, ranging from municipal 
street lighting to government offices. 

TLG has done well to hold its own 
or improve its market share in all its 
markets, which contracted by between 
2.8 per cent in the UK and 9^5 per cent 
in Germany during ihc first half. The 
group has restructured management 
and reckons cost-cutting measures 
will deliver savings of £3m ui a foil year. 

With net cash of £3.2m and a 9.5 per 
cent market share, second only to 
Philips, TLG has plenty of scope to ac- 
quire in Europe. Meanwhile it is just 
scratching the surface in the Asian mar- 
ket. where it is starting its first manu- 
facturing facilities in the revamped joint 
venture with Jardinc Pacific. 

Profits of £22.5m in the foil year 
would put the shares onto a forward 
multiple of 13. The brave will follow 
managing director Thierry Vaysseitc. 
who has just bought 26,657 at 99p. The 
more cautious will wait while the com- 
pany restores its reputation in the City. 


In Brief 


• The Stock Exchange has tightened the admission rules to the 
AIM market for small companies by reducing the threshold for 
disclosure of share stakes at the time of listing from 10 per cent 
to 3 per cent It is also asking for a more extensive warning to 
investors 3 bout the risk of the issue. There will be faster publi- 
cation of information about trades on the market and earlier no- 
tification of new listings. 

• British Airways said its passenger traffic in November grew 
11.4 per cent on the previous year. The load factor for the month 
was up 15 points over last year at 68.9 per cent The company 
said this was the highest year-on-year traffic growth the group 
had seen this financial year. Growth in long-haul traffic at 13.7 
per cent was particularly strong, and considerably outpaced the 
2 per cent growth in higher-yielding shon-haui traffic, said BA 

• Ashbourne accepted a £95m cash bid from Exceler Health Care 
Group yesterday to form one of the UK’s biggest nursing home 
companies. Ashbourne's shares leaped last week from 140p to 
1 65p after the company said it had been approached with a bid 
proposal. The enlarge^company wpl be caDedAshbourne.J^e 

on the share price before last week’s announcement. 

• Small companies’ accounts would be subject to a tingle set of 
rules under proposals pubhtiied by the Accounting Standards Board 
today. The document broadly follows recommendations for re- 
ducing the regulation of smafler listed companies madeby a work- 
ing party of accountants, but it requires the disclosure of related 
party transactions on the grounds that they are more relevant lo 
these companies than to huger ones. 

• Associated Nursing Services made pre-tax profits of £1.4m for 
the six months to 30 September 1996, up from £1.08m last time. 
The dividend was raised to 0-95p from 0JB5p last time. Neil Mac- 
far lane chairman, said the company was launching a big (level- 
onraem programme and incurring necessary start-up losses. He 
said the company had 36 homes with 22123 beds and was build- 
ing or extending a further 11 homes. 

• Pearson’s "»a«aff in g director. Rank Barlow, has sold 30,000 

737 jp each. Mr Bartow now ho!* 3S.750 

a ot 737Jp each. 

raw-in-Fbmess shipping group will pay £l9^nmcatii andpay 
£19 6m in borrowings from other companies m theP&O group- 
P&O Thnkships has four tankers under construction tnChg 
Sa liabUity of about £!6.8m expected 
at completion. James Fisher is raising around £27.4m after ex- 
penses through a I-for-1 rights rssue at I20p per share. 

• Vardon’s shares rose 6-5p to S75p following a positive trad- 
already exceeded expectations. 


Company Results 
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Roddick opens 
business school 


Roger Ttapp 


Anita Roddick, chief executive 
of The Bod’ Shop, is challeng- 
ing business schools by calling 
fra: management education to 
encompass social justice, human 
rights and spirituality as well as 
finance and marketing. 

At yesterday’s formal launch 
of the New Academy of Busi- 
ness, the outspoken founder of 
the cosmetics group said she 
hoped the establishment would 
have a practical effect on the 
ways in which companies, pub- 
lic4ector bodies and other or- 
ganisations acted. “If all 
management education does 
is stimulate lofty thinking, it win 
have foiled," she said. 

Since being set up last year, 
the academy has begun sever- 
al initiatives aimed at encour- 
aging business leaders to go 
“beyond the financial bottom 
line and incorporate a sense of 
moral purpose". It has setup a 
network of organisations in- 
cluding BT Anglian 'Water, the 
US-based electronics company 
Hewlett-Packard and the ad- 
vertising agency St Lukes to 
work together to develop best 
practice for “socially responsi- 
ble businesses”. 


The academy announcedyes- 
terday it was joining forces with 
Bath University's management 
school to run a masters degree 
in responsibility and business 
practice. The two-year, part- 
time coarse will run from next 
March, and it is hoped that 
about 20 people representing 
small and large companies, 
public-sector bodies and other 
organisations will pay fees of 
£5,000 a year. 

Both Ms Roddick and Judi 
Mar shall, who developed the 
course with her Bath colleague, 
Peter Reason, insisted the ap- 
proach would te rentred round 
♦tie fftrhangp* r>f informatio n and 

insights and the debating of 
ideas rather than tuition. 

The development comes as 
bodies such as the Tomorrow's 
Company project are looking at 
new models for business. David 
Mathew, the academy’s direc- 
tor. said the organ tsatkm would 
complement existing ventures. 

Ms Roddick said: “I have a vi- 
sion of the New Academy of 
Business being a research incu- 
bator of best practices in socially 
and environmentally responsi- 
ble business. Business leaders re- 
quire an enlarged vocabulary to 
deal with these issues.” 
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Upbeat Kingfisher 
notes rising sales 


Nfeel Cope 


-, the VfodhwHths and 
ail group, provided 
further evidence of the recovery 
in consumer spending yesterday 
when it issued an upbeat trading 
statement for its third quarter. 

The company said like-for- 
Iflce sales in the three months to 
2 November were 7.5 per cent 
ahead of the same period last 
year. Woolworths did well with 
a 9.4 percent improvement in 
comparative sales. Tbys have 
been a good seder with popular 
items including Buzz Lightyear 
from the Tcy Stray Disney movie 
and the perennial Barbie doll 
and Action Man. Childrens 
clothing -also performed well 
Kingfisher's B&Q DIY divi- 
sion turned in a good quarter 
with a 12.7 per cent sales in- 
oease and Cornet, the electrical 
drain impressed with a 13.9 per 


cent advance. Large screen 
televisions, personal computers 
and Dyson vacuum cleaners 
are among the top sellers. 

Superdrug^s progress was 
more pedestrian with a 5.4 per 
cent tike-for-tike sales increase. 

Worst performer was Darty, 
the French electrical retailer. 
Sales there.were flat dne to the 
weakness in the French eco- 
nomy. 

The market had been ex- 
pecting good news and King- 
fisher shares edged Up higher 
at654p. 

However, Nick Bubb ofMees 
Pierson said of the figures: 
“They’re good but Tm a bit 
surprised the market has taken 
A »wefl because, m theory, they 
should have done a bit better 
♦ban rhaL" 

Mr Bubb is forecasting full- 
year profits of £375m, and 
£440m in 1997. 
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High technology fails to weaken 
the lure of London’s Square Mile 


A decade ago, at the 
time of the City of 
London's Big Bang, 
derivatives were an alar ming 
innovation which people 
needed a PhD to understand. 
To many people, they are no 
less alarming and no easier to 
comprehend now, but they are 
part of the landscape. And 
they do make it clear that the 
financial services industry is 
on the frontier of the infor- 
mation technology revolution 
in economics. 

For Big Bang in London 
and similar changes in other 
financial centres were de- 
fined as much by the huge in- 
vestment in information 
technology and telecommu- 
nications as by regulatory 
change. 

This investment, the need 
to stay on the technological 
wild west, remains the hall- 
mark of the financial markets 
- the first and biggest cyber- 
industry. William Mitchell of 
the Media Lab at the Mass- 
achusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology calls derivatives “pure 
creations of cyberspace”.* 
The economic engine of the 
financial services industry is 
the production, transforma- 
tion, distribution and 
consumption of digital infor- 
mation. It is in the front line 
of the shift towards what I call 
the weightless world. 

This name reflects the fact 
that the economy physically 
weighs about the same now as 
it did a century ago, partly be- 
cause most goods are small- 
er and lighter, partly because 
the things that increasingly 
have the greatest economic 
value are software and ser- 
vices. 

This shift raises some in- 
teresting questions. Digital 
industry can take place any- 
where. so why do financial 
services continue to be fo- 
cused on the City? And would 
a UK decision not to join the 
European single currency 
threaten the City? 

It is a paradox that, as its 
activity has dematerialised, 
the City as a place has become 


ever more important. Obvi- 
ously, some things that were 
done in London have moved, 
thanks to high technology. 

This includes back offices, 
registrars - any functions 
where the information can be 
put on a production line. But 
the high value added func- 
tions remain and are becom- 
ing increasingly concentrated 
in the Square Mile as more 
foreign banks move in. 

There, are certainly cost 
pressures to move out, or 
Canary Wharf would not ex- 
ist and thrive. Rents and tax- 
es are high in the City, the 
burden of commuting is 
heavy, deliveries and logistics 
are difficult, and there is even 
the threat of terrorism. With 
the cost of telecoms falling 
and quality rising steadily, 
acting as a powerful decen- 
tralising force, there must be 
some pretty strong glue. 

So what explains the para- 
dox? A lot of the standard ex- 
planations for London's 
appeal seem pretty weak. 
"Hiere is a pool of skilled 
labour, the English language, 
the time zone - but this is just 
as true of Luton as of London. 
And a lot of City workers 
probably live closer to Luton 
than to London. 

Another standard expla- 
nation is that processing and 
exchange of information is es- 
sentially social. That you're 
not in the know if you're not 
in the bar. That rumours, 
gossip, sensitive conversa- 
tions and spin doctoring don't 
work on the phone. 

There may be something in 
this. But frankly, anyone who 
says you can’t gossip down the 
line hasn't listened to a 
teenager recently. 

It is the weightless eco- 
nomics that explain London's 
magic. One key is the existing 
infrastructure, representing 
enormous fixed investment - 
in expensive equipment, in the 
initial concentration of in- 
formation, as well as the ease 
of connecting with other peo- 
ple. History matters in eco- 
nomics, like path-dependence 
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Explanations 
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weak. There is a 
pool of skilled 
labour, English 
language, the 
time zone - but 
this is just as true 
of Luton 


in science - just think of the 
enormous cost of laying cable 
and installing screens in oth- 
er locations. 

A related element is the 
"oasis” effect of access to 
high bandwidth cable con- 
nections, the fibres whose ca- 
pacity to transmit digital bits 
is effectively infinite. The 
cost of using these channels 
increases enough with dis- 
tance that users cluster to- 
gether. 

But just as important is the 
fact that telecoms allow con- 
centration as well as decen- 
tralisation, to exploit 
economies of scale. It means 
that trading operations for in- 
ternational banks are in- 
creasingly centred on 
London. Deutsche Bank's de- 
cision to base its trading in the 
City is emblematic. 

In economic geography. 


the key to the location of 
economic activity is concen- 
tration. The obvious mani- 
festation of this is that most 
people live in orb an areas. 

US economist Robert Hall 
puts this in extreme form 
when be says a city and a 
boom are essentially the same 
thing , one in space and one in 
time. In addition, most urban 
areas are very specialised be- 
cause of the economies of 
scale. Hollywood does 
movies, Seattle does aircraft 
Paris does couture. 

London does financial ser- 
vices. It embodies the circu- 
larity of economic geography 
that companies want to be 
where the market is biggest 
and the market is biggest 
where the companies are. 

This happens when there 
are big enough economies of 
scale and low enough trans- 
port costs. The economies of 
scale are clear in something 
like trading in the financial 
markets although they prob- 
ably do not exist to as great 
a degree in sales. Falling 
transport costs, which com- 
prise telecoms costs as far as 
the City is concerned, have 
therefore probably helped re- 
inforce the concentration of 
some types of financial ser- 
vices in London. 

Last but not least among 
the economic explanations is 
the fact that the financial 
services industry is growing 
rapidly, and a' lot of the 
growth is going to lake place 
where it is already located. 

The advantage of infra- 
structure and economies of 
scale and growth will not be 
overturned until there is tech- 
nical obsolescence on at least 
the scale of Big Bang, 10 
years ago, and perhaps not 
even then. It is similarly im- 
plausible to suggest that UK 
membership or non-mem- 
bership of the single Euro- 
pean currency would make all 
that much difference. 

Could these economic but- 
tresses of the City's pre-em- 
inence ever crumble? New 
technologies will almost cer- 


tainly change the economic 
calculations significantly'. 

Techno-authors such as 
Nicholas Negroponte de- 
scribe the possibilities elo- 
quently, from clothes that 
form part of your computer 
such as batteries In the belt 
buckle and antennae in the 
frames of your glasses, to 
holograms of software agents 
sitting in from of your com- 
puter screen, waiting for ver- 
bal instructions. 

This still seems the stuff of 
science fiction but one thing 
that is already clear is that 
modern technology and com- 
munications mean the link 
binding work to workplace is 
crumbling. 

Not too long ago a fine 
building in the Square Mile 
would correspond one-to-one 
wiLh a fine ora institution. It 
rendered the institution via- 
ble and concrete. This is no 
longer true. It is people, not 
places, who define the insti- 
tution these days, and a shift- 
ing group of people at that. It 
is at least as true of financial 
services as of advertising that 
it is a people business. 

Equally, work is making 
greater claims over people. 
Work follows most of us 
everywhere, thanks to the 
phone, fax, pager, mobile and 
laptop. We could be seeing 
the start of a reversal of the 
trend towards the divorce of 
home and workplace identi- 
fied by the historian Lewis 
Mumford in his 1934 classic. 
Technics and Civilisation. In fi- 
nancial services, as in many 
other professional or white- 
collar jobs, work attaches it- 
self to the person, not the 
place. 

These shifts will continue to 
work against London's pri- 
macy as a place, a three- 
dimensional city in geo- 
graphical space. But if it can 
survive the plague and the 
Great Fire, industrialisation 
and the automobile, it can 
probably also beat off the 
challenge of cyberspace. 

* City of Bits" William 
Mitchell, MIT Press 1996. 


The truth is out there: 
on video and worth £lm 


A British insurance broker 
says U is about to pay £lm to 
a diem who insured himself 


People & Business 


Sanaa Burgess of brokers 
GRIP says Joseph Carpenter, 
who paid £100 in October to 
insure himself against being 
whisked away, im pre gn ated 
dr eaten by aliens, has pre- 
sented convincing proof of his 
abduction. 

Mr Burgess, who has 
attracted much publicity by 
offering off the wall insurance 
policies, such as insurance 
against virgin births, says: 

‘We will be presenting Mr 
Carpenter wnh just under 
£lm on 21 December at a 
London hotel. Gillian Ander- 
sen of the .y Fifes will present 
the cheque. 

‘Mr Carpenter has present- 
ed video and other evidence. 
He has validated his daim 
and enr intention is to pro- 
vide him with bis money. We 
have 26 insurers backing us." 

Mr Carpenter, an electri- 
cian from Edmonton, Lon- 
don, can't wait lo get his 
hands on the lolly. He 
describes the abduction: 

“It happened in Swindon. 
We were trespassing near a 
military base. We've got cam- 
corder footage, photos, a daw. 
They've done DNA tests on 
the daw - it’s all been analysed 
at a Cambridge college." 

Isn't he afraid people will 
accuse him of being either 
loopy or of making it all up? 

“The camera would have to 
be loopy as well. As long as I 
get my money I don't care 
what they call me. lb be 
honest. I'm looking forward 
to meeting G illian Andersen 
more than getting the cheque 
-weyheyT 

The Association of British 
Insurers says that more chan 
100,000 Americans have 
taken out similar insurance 
against alien kidnappings. 
‘Most British insurers are 
sniffy about these kinds of 
policies," says an ABI spokes- 
women. It sounds like Mr 
Burgess could really dean up 
stateside. 

Gfyspin doctors Q'tigate 



Sighted In Swindon: Comprehensive insurance can pay 


have been bought out by 
communications group 
Incept a in a reverse takeover 
valuing Citigate at around 
£28m. Founding directors of 
C tigatc. like chief executive 
David Wright, who holds 10 
per cent of the equity, will ob- 
viously trouser a big wedge. 

What about Patrick Dono- 
van. legendary bon vivant and 

business scoopser on the 
Guardian, who is about to - 
join a Gtigate subsidiary as a 
director? Has oar hero 
misscxl the boat? 

Quite the reverse, says Mr 
Wnght. ‘Patrick's timing is im- 
peccable. There were no share 
options under the previous 
set-up, but we will be looking 
to offer incentives to our 
directors.” Lucky so and so. 

Ian Ptenderteith, an executive 
director of the Bank of Eng- 
land, partly regrets the Bank’s 
plan to move its main after- 
noon money market dealing 
in bills from 2 o’clock to 
2.40pm. 

In his characteristic dry 
way he says the 2pm dealing 
time “was inconvenient for 
people's lunch appointments, 
although it hasn t discouraged 
(from dealing) in the past”. 
He holly dentes that the 

the time later 
the Gty's post- 


oomered the supply of old- 
fashioned top hats, which 
used to be such a feature of 
the Square Mile. 

He says he bought the half- 
dozen hats from Mullens, the 
former government broker, 
but since then they have been 
sitting in a cupboard. He has 
so far foiled to find a buyer. 

The last bill brokers to visit 
the Bank in their top hats 
stopped doing so tally four 
years ago. Now everything's 
dune on the phone, he says. - 

Mr. Plcndcriefth's own top 
hat is still in his office - but 
languishing unused. It’s a 
ceremonial hangover from his 
titular, ceremonial role of 
Government Broker. 


being logged off by Williams 


Bank is 
in order to 


Mr Pknderlcith also 
laments the foci that he has 


the 1 5-odd > 

ingf 

Holdings ts Rawlptug. The 
company was founded by 
John Rimiiigs in the 1920s, 
when he invented raw! plugs 
- which were originally made 
oul of pig's blood and sisal. 

They stiff use sisal - but an 
alternative to pig’s blood has 
been found. 

Williams are also selling off 
Amdega, a company which 
builds up-market conservato- 
ries. Amdega claims it made M 
the first ever conservatory in T 
the UK in 1S74, at Preston 
Hall near Darlington, for the 
Hall’s owner Sir Robert 
Ropner, a local MP. 

John Willcock 
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sport 


Viking embarks on half-million mission 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

When your owner's business is 
animal meats it seems wise for 
a racehorse not to put ideas into 
his head by running slowly. For 
whatever reason. Viking Flag- 
ship has proved as difficult a foe 
to repel as his name might sug- 
gest throughout a dramatic ca- 
reer. If he runs well in the Tingle 
Creek Chase at San down on 
Saturday the testament to his 
enduring brilliance wdl be a 
breaching of the £500,000 earn- 
ings barrier. 

Viking Flagship is the prop- 
erty of Graham Roach, who was 
a trainer of some distinction 
himself in the 1980s until he 
found it was impossible to 
achieve the amoebic qualities 
needed to prepare horses and 
run a company at the same 
time. 

“Cornwall [where he trained] 
is too far down geographically 
and there were so many busi- 
ness commitments,*’ Roach 
said. “I wasn't able to split my- 
self in half and make it work. 


and it was the business that al- 
ways had to come first with me.** 

Roach’s attention is now con- 
centrated on Roach Foods, a 
firm that processes bacon and 
ham for supermarkets and em- 
ploys 800. But there are still ves- 
tiges of the paa at Prideaux, the 
Roach home just outside St 
Austell, which itself reminds of 
the former trainer’s first bold 
warrior, Prideaux Boy. 

Die foals and store horses 

that the owner purchases receive 
their grounding at Prideaux and 
he estimates they are 85 per cent 
of the finished article before be- 
ing boxed to either Oliver Sher- 


wood or David Nicholson, 
Viking Flagship’s trainer. 

Cornwall, formerly a county 
of tin mines and pasties in the 
guide books, also has the air and 
turf to nurture good racehors- 
es. North west of Roach’s pro- 
duction line (equine division) 
and facing the Celtic Sea is Bude 
and Vfelter Dennis’s yard wind) 
produced the potnt-to-pointer 
Coome HOI to win the Hennessy 
at Newbury on Saturday. 

Now the baton passes to 
Viking Flagship, who has won 
21 Of his 43 starts, many of the 
exhilarating ones in the hands 
of Saturday’s jockey, Adrian 


Maguire. At Sandown be wfl] 
confront old enemies such as 
Sound Man and Klairon Davis, 
who will run if the ground is 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Relative Chance 
(Windsor 330) 

NBi Dark Nghtingafe 

(Windsor l-OO) 

deemed soft enough after an in- 
spection today, plus possibly the 

emerging talent of Ask Tom. 

Viking Flagship has proved 
vulnerable on bis seasonal de- 
but in seasons past, and if bis 


overaD hegemony is W be threa- 
ten^ Roach beliewsh win be 
by a tyro. “He looks very well 
and everyone seems to be very 
happy with him, but I never build 
up my hopes too much for the 
first race, 4 the owner said. “He's 
never had an easy race, but he’s 
not ovenaced either and every- 
thing he's showing at the mo- 
ment suggests be suQ tikes ii_ 
Ttris horse still competes, but 
one day a young mas will come 
along and take his crown." 

Maguire once opined that 
Viking Flagship might benefit 
from a hike up from two miles, 
but the fdio containing that idea 


has been reduced to a ball and 
popped into the waste paper 
basket “It was about two years 
ago that Adrian thought he 
might be stepped up to three 
miles, but if the horse hasr*i tost 
any of his speed be is still a force 
lo be reckoned with at two," 
Roach said. 

The gelding will consequent- 
ly go for Vfcthertjy'sCastfeford 
Chase after Sandown, and his 
name was not among the 16 en- 
tries for the King George VI 
Chase announced yesterday. 

jnceswere the Charlie Brooks 
pairing of Double Symphony 


Dunwoody takes over on Teinein Cochrane missing 


and Suny Bay, white Henrietta 
Knight has the relatively inex- 
perienced Oaris Kemeu m mind 
lor Kempt on and Bating Day. 

The obvious market leaders 
appear to be Mr Mulligan, who 
reappears in the Rehearsal 
Chase at Cbepstowoa Saturday, 
Rough Quest, the Grand Na- 
tional hero, and last year's win- 
ner. One Mam Several sredettw 
consider the last-named is be- 
ing prepared with just one mar 
- the Cheltenham Gold Cup - 

in mind this season, but they are 
not the same folk who have the 
ear of the grey's trainer, Gor- 
don Richards. “I want him to be 
at his best when he goes to win 

« i .. A-.,— .. h _i_ 


A gentleman’s agreement with 
the trainer Paul Nlcholls wil] 
prevent Tony McCoy from rid- 
ing Teinein, the favourite for 
Saturday’s William Hill Hand- 
icap Hurdle at Sandown. 

McCoy will instead ride Nich- 
olls's Belmont King in Chep- 
stow's Rehearsal Chase and his 
substitute on Thinein will be a 
jockey called Richard Dun- 


woody. The news of this book- 
ing did nothing to dissuade 
punters from backing Teinein 
and he is now 7-2, from 9-2, with 
the sponsor. 

Ladbrokes, who now have the 
Tim Forster-trained favourite at 
3-1, also report strong support 
for Direct Route, who is 8-1 
from 14-1, and Silver Groom, 
who is 9-1 from 10-1. 


■ Luna WcDs, the winner of the 
Group One Prix Saint-Alary, last 
night broke the record for a fil- 
ly in training sold at auction 
when she was knocked down for 
1.7m guineas at TattersaHs De- 
cember Sales. She was bought by 
the French agent Guy Armag- 
nol on behalf of an American 
client and may be supplement- 
ed for the Dubai World Cup. 
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HYPERION 

12^30 Fairy Knight 2.30 Dear Do 

L00 Henrietta Howard 300 Merry Panto 
L30 Secret Bid 330 Relative Chance 

2j 00 Zajko 

GOING: Hun&a - Good; Own - Good (Good to Ptrm fai places) 

■ FlgnrroT-d#ht course. Lewi, with long straights and ■ 2fl0yri run-oi. 
i ■ CwawB north of town on X308 near juncUcmQ of 144. Bbtecm U Windsor General 
(service from London. Prakfingion) and Windsor Rfremfcle (service from London. Wa- 
i leriooj Im. River bos *apatt coarse. ADMISSION: (Tub SiZi.'lfeaeBnDsS&SUwr Bing 
£4. CAR PA11K: Ctnb£2; remainder SUM or SI, 


■ LEADING TKAXNESS WTTB EONNBBS: K Bailer — i I winners from -S3 runnere 

gives asooc» ratio and a profit ios SI level state of SflJM; mss H Knight 

— 8 winners, GSnmnos, 15-4%, -SfiDih N Bemdason — 7 winner*. 38 runners, 18.4 V 
-&13JK); C Brooks — G winners, 18 rmmets, S&afe, +54.00. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: N WQHstnson — ID winners, 60 tides, 160*. +£18.21; M 
Bkhsrds— 10 winners. 71 riders H.m, +£17.26; II A Ptegmld — 7 winners, 43 
rides, lfunb, -S.10.7B ; 3 BsQUrn — 7 winners, 69 rides, ll-ffc, -S9.38. 
BUNKgREDn2BT‘nMfeMn»Ffrj , !S Ran 1 1:130); PshesMssdnw,lBfiMnd Jack (IJPfc 
Dag Credo, Who’s To Sqr (both vuemfl (2J0). 

WINNERS IN THE IASI SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE BDNNESSc Detail Qrepd 206 rates tv Mss.) Do Ptonb from 

Belaali.CteTHrelL8eretateWM(:i00)*«at 173 mtetgCRBMwefl from StoorBafli. Devon. 

pfooRl SPTOU. NOVICE HURDIE (CLASS Q (DIV i) £2£00 added 
1 "" 1 2m Panatty Value £2075 

1 006-312 SU0 1 (HQ (15} (P Sbdd R Hodges 4 11 S T0«ranbef3] 

2 SO CRUSnOMClfi6|{rHMeyiOO > MS1012 BHopaBJ 

3 0-2 DAHBOOLD (19) (Onto Otaum Ufl M Usman 4 10 12 8 Hopes 

4 0 fflW XMBHT (S) If S S Lever Partren) R Hannon 4 10 12 NKteraosoa 

5 3 MZMF (USA) (18) QMdigwi 9ud} A awti71012 FJmet 

6 JOVE KBiG (A E&r) H McAille 4 10 12 fiftmfl 

7 MANSUR (JEC UcGrafli} N Herttesr 4 10 12 NAF&zftrald 

8 0 HRIBV{14IDKJIflnb8eiAFmv4l012 Orackfeat 

9 !W MVntTS RUN (18) IBfen A InendOti) P Ectis 6 10 12 JdrRltanta (S)B 

10 MUSIC FlEASEfife^. DM Thompson) K Baby A IQ 12 CBOwfer 

11 MGHTCOTtDeanHBiaHrt (silled) lAdrHaics5 10 12_____ JOstane 

12 P NKOT BA1E (00(12)0*8 Fob GotfrtSVWodmon 4 10 12 MBfcfcxds 

13 603-36 SBXWSIEP(£n(BV)((tESm*t0Gmda8j51Q12 Q FortS (S 


.JlFortUn 

14 0- UMRA (370) (Che&to MAC Rattans Util R taint 4 10 7 APlfcCoj 

15 65 MOT 70 RANK (31) (Bmy Karim) K Bute 6 10 7 Alan* 

-iSdeeM- 

BBTWC: 11-4 NI0t Oty, 4-1 Hamm, 5-1 DnaegOH, 112 Music Please, 8-1 Safiop, 10-1 Hn- 
am, Url Frity Ko&rt. 18-1 Second Step, 20-1 ottos 
199K Tehan 4 11 0 A P McCQy 4-1 a Rrftrt 12 tan 

FORM CUBE 

The few hunters Lady Hemes runs are ganeraly classy sons and NNHT OTf could be In 
a afferent lee&te to these, mexpenenco ant usually a problem with hoses from the yam 
and Nl^it CKy has some decent Hat torm around die onofurtong mark is back Ms dsnns. 
Mansw comes here n pod form off the Rat with two al-weather wma end a narrow de- 
feat m a lO-tartong Pontefract handicap behind Urn. None of the runs w® anywhere near 
I to dess ta fra » a tom gpmewitirgty and tw should gveB good test accoura. 

Fahy Knight, who has Mo won (mm on the Rat this yew. is out again queMy after hav- 
ng ms first taste of lutatog behsxl Hon Wamor at Newbury on Saturday, jn finishing s m- 
anth ot 19 he tan with ooMdraM praroree ana « NKehy to da a seat deal better on <m 
occasion. Haxaaf finished ttud betwid previous winner NflhraweU si me second titason of 
mat race run to a taster Bme. Haraaf has wfewng form on the Hat In France and s sure to 
do better with that much-needed run in the bag. SafleirB emlenoe should count tv (den- 
ty, men d he Is taking on stronger company ms dme. SeMcdoo: ffiCHI CITY 

k rifll RALEY STRffiT MARES HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
L^__VI £4000 added 2m Penalty Value £2^47 

1 13451-5 SEASONAL SnEWlOin (29(0) ID A Jotran) II 1^x6 120 A P McCoy 

2 52105-1 ICffiEITA WW0H>{1% tC6Q*sSOnrTKin JtraS)MsDHteefill9„6Ho^ p) 

3 P0P2- 12 DARK HGHIHGA1E pd) ffSCBR Mss Is ClaM 0 9mood 6 11 0 JOtanra 

4 42-0312 SEVBW8AlEC2imMs(tan*Aaef«JMwi01O6 XHqm(T) 

5 25212? OMUf SPQRKinLfEifDiCa JUeHApt BUeadtyn? 106 MnElJMe(T} 

6 523432 PHMUtHlffldEDtL(218)(GRt&rtS}PI4«JK»4 3D4 6 TboneyfS 

7 40» COSUE STAR (UQ3)(DR0bBro)PIIMMm 6 100 BFentoa 

-7 decMrad- 

AMiun a^c: IQo. Due Mndcv aetffr Cbsnfe Star 74 10BL 

■OlMk 2-1 Hewfetta Hoort, M Darti W#Un»de; Severe Bale, 6-1 SeaaMul Sgieodaur, 

B-lPwUtadMmeW, 1*-1 Doty Spirt Stt, 66-1 CaseVc Stw 

1SB5: Zaire 5 U 11 A PMcCoy T-2 IP Eales) 7r an 

FORM GUDE 

Soaaonel Sptendoru's nw wins and gpoA thW In tw company behind VAsley Wonder and 
El»i«em Equmama at Asoot tost season are deer evidence she a much better than her run 
behind Chat-Yo at Haptack lest month mates her outto be. She was more than five lengths 
behmd mw -placed Lord McMierough on that occasion havng been only a length adtft of 
hbn st Chettenham n AuM. That HeydocK iu>, her 6m since earty JuY. we probabAf need- 
ed. Seasonal Spfen da* sh ould teanettw a long way behind but eAnethnattfi mm Mc- 
AAemi0i twt^ mMETTA HOWARD Im the pciue. taet reason. Henhetta Howam showed 
pratfessive lomi over hvudles after wnnine a NH Hat race find tw» out and contmued her 
imffOwment wfth a comtorteWe sa^engm defeat of laid MrtAunougn. wah subsequent 
winner Dm seven lengths tort in Bud. at Huntingdon (2mt an her reeppe a rano e . For a 
mart with plenty of stamma that was a good pertbrmance, Derit NgbUMfelo has had Just 
about ewy e*nd operation going and She looted good when ttbing with Peter Monanv over 
tha trip at Wincanmn at me end of October. Her Sk4»equent defeat by Sail By The Stare 
at E*Mar C&n30 looks better after the writer went in agam at Newton Abbot on Tuesday 
and she should be at least placed. SetectkMR HENRIETTA HOWARD 

PS on I WOODSCE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E} £4,200 added 3m 
Penalty Value £3^05 

1 92=5-1 WHHLAfC JACK (1^ (H QtCNre 4 B Cartf) A Turel 6 11 5 JIMNmmB 

2 21520-1 ROW UfflMsCjn*nRa*Mer7U0 BPswcfi 

3 065014* BAU3mWA»^WrtElonjRBue«er61012 P Holey 

A 91/25 OWES MEADOW (U) (Oifes Ubmdw PatnershtS K Baiei 6 10 12 XODwyarB 

5 5/5061- GENERAL SALUTE (239) (Lcrd ChetwodBj G Batfeg G 10 12 A P McCoy 

6 P-PP lflROANTOi(BS|iMtiOemBdch9iRSeang!7 1012 M*(S) 

7 50O1P5- SCSEr8OIS77)(RieDmpParas)RAiner61012 PHerteyO) 

8 63110- StEHFTMUB (236) (J i WVfitham) l+s L Waran 7 10 12 _BHoffa(3) 

B QTO TBEi®IBMl(IE(JSI(MieRaBatsiMfM»SK71D12 JfMtan 

10 GAI&IHS0NE«GMeasiUs&HHntfi510U DBrU^eater 

11 pp. MN8SAML QUAY (267) Mss / flu Hesssi Mgs J dU Hesas 7 10 7 B fe*w 

-Udedwad- 

BEITM& 6-2 Hew, 3-1 K^dandJart, 4-1 General SaMe, 6-1 OrtesHeedow, 8-1 GarettBoa, 10- 
1 Saset BU, Shadfhadr, 12-1 ofiMie 
1395: Ubu VN 9 11 0 A S SmBh 12-1 OH Befteil 14 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

flow went strewn mto a handicap at Newton Abbot (or her rmasmg debut and easily de- 
feated subsequent wmner BrwnMerai Buck. Flow stayed afl toy ouer htotlea and fod the 
wring rmunons very much n her tavoir at Newton Abbot. She may not be anything ike 
at home over thS shorter tm> in ground bordering wifaa in ttecea, but offer the way sno 
won ft’s a chanoe worth taMng. i nghlati d Jack made the most oTthe 12R> he was gBtong 
and the runner-up's last-ferue blunder to beer atom at Wncamon on his reappearance. 
LiK*y tnoutfi he todoUbteiSy was. mot was a» a good effort over a tnp short of hfe best. 
This tooks RW being Deftea M ea dow's txreest season - he's raced only once *i each at 
ttw last three and was tovtng he first outng in e year m a nmole race at Pkimpcon 17 dBys 
ago. that tfcdnt skip him from be«g wel badvad . amt heV snip a tat ttaer ttfc tttne- Geretb- 
son B a young horse *®h scope who cadd be anything. S o l octt o rc FLOW 


Ray Cochrane, who won the 
1988 Derby on Kahyasi, is on 
the missing-persons tea of Cam- 
bridgeshire: police. Cochrane, 
39, has not been seen by his fam- 
ily since leaving home near 
Newmarket on the a fter noon of 
25 November. 

Rilke were told of his disap- 
pearance the following day and 
have been trying to trace him. 


“He is not on the vulnerable list 
and there is no reason to suspect 
anything untoward.” a spokes- 
man for Cambridgeshire police 
said. 

The jockey, who rode 63 
winners on the Flat this year, has 
been out of racecourse action 
since suffering rib and head in- 
juries in a fall at Yarmouth on 
23 October. - 


about is getting him there. 
What beats him there is a good 
horse." 

(CMS GEOROE VI CHASE 'tanpran. 26 Do 
CBrtMrt. Enbtats Aten raranad by F Doomed, 
Fr), Barron Bar* (O Sbcnoocnl. ChaOen^rOu 
Lut (M F*pei. Coukkc 8e Better <C Brootei, 
Crustal Sprat U Kadi ID Ncnofsohi. 

Mr IN Chancel. Nsrttran (ed (Uto 

i Pnmaru. OatoTfepeb >MawH Knew. Ore 
Man K> ftchanss). Ptaujfi Quasi (T Cane«i. 
Sound Man .TOntwfy'BU, StRMgnorraK 
(Q Hubbard). StovEer,' iC Brooks). TryngAsw- 
■D GandottN. Dountp ^wVPvrvy (C Brouhs.. 


fonSISPnAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV Q £2^00 added 
2m Penalty Value £%058 

1 4KP1-4 mgOREAiecuailPinfesMRsNanaAGssURiMlanifiUa Qwylim 

2 205-2 B«ra£8WaBUCEtlS)WR|AF»nfe Altar PanracWT Casey 4 in UJJBHdSwtor 

3 fP B8ATD0H F0NES7 U^iUsJaiyMeflaurei CDwrae 4 ID 12 JBdkon 

4 FP- CAU0tBC7(265) M5 VOTfceU D03oen4 10 12 D«M(3) 

5 CEsafTGRSH(ra)(MnPJuben3RH3mr 7 1012 NWHsasoo 

6 QPP- ISLET STAR £23^ IMasT AlWMel R Sson^ 6 lfl 12 MrJRass 

7 IQCMSAGA(USA)(Dlfci&A)MMab0aci41O12 OMonfe 

8 WF MASTBIGOQOENOUGH(n(TheMOtoal(asttaRneaNUAfo30r5U)l2-J)Cnadl(7) 

9 44 onimMKS(l9)(Anlnv>4deiAHde41017 LJMpdin 

10 PROTON dfewn«tarRaan0RfflClua6 10 12 A P McCoy 

11 096- REVB2SETHBSTI224) IMS M N TiBvd) P Hsd^r 5 10 12 MOtaU>(7) 

12 POO SaMXE WND {159 (The HotakilheVtal Gang) CR Band 51012 AM* 

13 0 ZA0« (44) Ms Jemj P® twD J F tovHeyes 4 10 12 PHofeyR 

14 2MW(USA)prRo^rGGtte)laflrH8nes61012. MARbgatod 

_ Xtdodaid-* 

BEnm M 0«Nrt taMn, 7-2 BMiMMp feWM, Protoo. 6-1 no A Draaowr, 7-1 Z#«v 8-1 0L 
Wo fra i w ,lM«Ma < 

lflBtcseedwWionB 

FORM GARDE 

lady nodes unroduces anodvo of her decent Rat tanftcappes m lafao, ntaae best re- 
cent fbrni b tw thud of 25 in a £45,000 mis l iaakc ap at Moot m Septan te r. He’d tale 
ad me beabng if able ra transfer that level of aiWqi over id rwmng. Desert Green rs an- 
other smart Bat nps tcapoarmelWig ha hurting debut, m baa pe fe tm a n c eftia year was 
when wmnmg Kamptods Jubilee Hantoap for the second success** season and, He sta- 
btemstB Faky Kra^n n the earSer dnoron, has ro have every hope. PROTWCa Fiat form 
tw year was lar&iy OiswOnnng - a dose fifth over a mile and a heir at Ascot In me sum- 
mer bang about tw best eflorLThatibd at Max draw he nad reamed ha oMty and his 
stamna may 0ve hsn more chance of a w«wng son than ZqAo and Oesier Green. Da A 
Drewnar radtacosarad tw 1994-5 tanm to bast what tooted a fair field at SvatM ai the 
end of May only tp naibeiow mat there Pace worts later. P atfl aaM p ance's second to 
Nashrawal here 13 days apj, aRhou0) ha aw easty dspoeed of by the wtmer, at bast b 
T he more recent and he may be the &a£r danpr. 

MooNok PROTON 

to Ofll WRAYSBlWY HAfflMCAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 added 
r^i 2m Penafty Value £3^92 

1 F4Q354 KMG CfiSX) {ZG) (D) (J C BBam) SWownan 11 120 lOdioaeV 

2 5-34436 — T~" 

3 404-1P1 2B1EDAR (FG) (8) (CD) QMS Ftadngl K Bafey 6 11 2 f7ed CODwyerB 

4 24UF-2 DGARDO(18)fC0)ElEdwaiNHBilasm91013 t J " 

-Adsdwad- 

BEmift anas Zrawfer, M Dw Do, 3-1 Credo, JO-1 Wart Tb Say 
1B9& Oear Do 8 10 11 M A Pngrekl 10030 W Hmderart 7 rai 
FORM GUIDE 

ZERHMR. a wkner over taatNes and fences n New Zealand, overcame some nowcajr lanc- 
ing to beat Newlaids-Generaf at Worcester in October and was (bund to have ptded a mus- 
cle when gang tor a quick Wow-up at Wanwck a week later, ft was dan salting wnn the 
easest of wins here eign days ap wfth Dimkas on for the firs Bme and a tools as if he 
6 ahead of the handlcapper. Dear Do was left to chase home Nmkmds-Ganera atare- 
speaiu disance at Pontael on lis reappearance as) wtl bed) The batter fern. He has a 
lot more to do than when wlmfeg ns race Iasi year off a rating llBi lower, but a truer re- 
Itecwjn of fes abMry a that ha had NewOnds-Gertarel back in ttwd when beating better 
aanpany at a\ Apifi and « erobed to mate a rare <* it. Wto'aTo Soy wes sttti In with 
every chanoe when almost doan x the final fence In Wise Approach's race at Chefterham 
(2m4f) in October. He has probably Ms oast chance In a whle now he is back to the frtn- 
Inaan nip, thougi that Is awrays assuming Ms tunpmg doesn't lei bkn doan as it has more 
than once snee he came from Ireland. King Credo snt gota* any younger and may arog- 
gM vath hie big weign once the tap a turned on. 

Selection; ZEREDAR 

Iqnnl DORNEY AMATEUR R&3ERS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4^00 added 2m 5f Penalty Vafaie £3j059 

1 21PS-12 COOLRS pH) (BF) (B T R Wesan) P ffcJcfc 8 12 7 WiTOzmiU) 

3 1RXB-3 /ErflPPARUueir{lB}{Bn0FWilssiKB*y812O JfirH WMJ«y(7) B 

3 4121/12 IB«rMNlDp2)m0Panm8looam(iaC Books 71111 MEJks{7) 

4 5P-3233 BEXm'DEtBCUE(iqffThooK&SAIc0onak9RAkKraU9_akR1la8nW{S) 

5 22V2& CAUSE EASUfC764)USLarrc7art RStrengeUlll MrJRees(7) 

6 1F2-WP filTOS IglEW (17) W ISTnW G flate-Jtre B 10 12-lfc A CTawMi tart (7) 

7 2902-31 tBMNS{3Q(RsdHwnr)R0Si»w710 7 Mr P Ofeeffe (71 

GETnNB: 52 Catfeaa. M AOt of PafiMatnt, 7-2 Mwiy PHto, S-l UK to Iba Rasoa, MMaa, 
10-1 CM Me Earty, S3-1 MMppare DeW 
1S95 e ItayN Squse 9 10 3 Ms A Porelt 13^2 (G Hwvood) 6 tan 
FORM GUDE 

The two races Act Of Parlamu t has won rarer taxes he has been aWowed ro domkiaa. 
He aras never able to &t av^y at Hvndneion 19 days ago ond, wsh WWWS in ihe tieW. 
twy not twre thin^ tfc oun wrt/ on. h\ rfe txwEng days VAfcra was a (ronuiemer 
and ne made a gset deal of Ihe rumngarhen Mnranga novice harebcap chase at Foruwel 
last Bine ouL He has monwement to fe>d. yet tWs beng only Ws fifth race over fences 
thaTa more than posable - he is also |ua back from 14 morahs c<T - and ho m at tha n^it 
end of the henrfcap.Ro* To The Reecea probably waailsuged by the tesong conat i ons 
at Newton Abbot last dme but s fast running out of eases. Two m*es also eeenw tea best 
trip- Ooofcca made mtstases at Cheltenham last tore and wasn't able lo take advantage 
of Danang^ Vision beng almost on the floor at me second last KM young refer nad hmfled 
rwn so vrea whan winning in anwre company at UmcMr the tana before, but a place may 
be tne best they ran hope trawrth sutfi a big wetfft and Many Panto tools a agger dan- 
0Bf. Merry Panto hao won rarer wmjaOy tWs trft) at Huntftigpon two seasons ago and has 
done well til hta bw runs back since dien. 

Selection: IMLMNS 

loom PANGBOUae HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2^50 
lT!rrJ added 2m 4f Penalty Vatoe £?,im 

1 600064 OAMIA'S BEST (USA) CU) ntssM fewlanfl MsU RoWand Sll 10 .eery Lyon 

2 6R3213- CAIKO (USA) 092) ICS) IM Barfed M Banks 10 11 10 PMdpew 

3 60GZR5 SUFBt RRCMART fU) (ft* Gedon Asaodaie4 B MngS 11 5 RtaMN 

4 000-221 IBS BE HiAIK 03 (Ms MMSBfafeON Chance 5115 MArtiftiW 

6 0050F-3 AUataffTWaFtH»«{DtrBnen)D0®ien8U2^ DMMN>(3) 

6 10345-2 RACBAa'S (N»i (33) dteFHaa mcMg CUD CWesdatB 10 13 MRkfewdi 

7 150D-21 DOW O Iffi S aPDCT»BR(mEI(Dcrfe>estonfnw1 R Hoags S 1012 .TOMcewlM (3} 

8 260PM PnsMAi«{SClI>JaifiHQeBaidi)JTuk7l09 RBeftaay 

9 CTOS' FffRRMC DANCE (320) (TWKngM HapiesS 10 8 DSkyaae 

10 03004-2 RajaWECBMKE{43|»teSIIo^TWTOamting7l06 HKjaau 

U 22100-5 DURSHAN (1ISA] (44) (CO) Sokiree Turtxl Pes^S J Jofens 7 10 5 lOstxaaa 

12 33F+3’ POUCSIANS ntK (FR) (9(9 Ms H Vbafi M ktaapart 7 104 BFaKw 

13 F-TOVW KU. LANES (19)(C) fifes yrnyUrAoinejCOme 16 100 BeytaaMISB 

-UlUliaad- 

MrWnum uremic lost, free rantfrtp ae)Jit: WB James 9a 5ft 

BSTWmT-aPoBMrewm r d hM a r .S-lCraKo, 64. «oewttwaWfe,ltebmfsBaM, (ate BaPiKfe.fi- 

1 ReMma Cfeaaca, 18-1 RactoaTs Owen, 12-1 Mfeare 
1996: Qaraw 5 U10 M nctanh 7-2 IP Hedpn 14 w 

form sure 

DonbdreaafonMraiar. cau^tt enthe post tySupennlek n a two-rrter here tea month, made 
amends over the same tnp at the las meatng by feacing two out and beating Par Of Jads 
and AUGUSritWELFnf tqr four fenghs and a neck. Being out of the fundkao then, Dant- 

i tk ens fta dar t e r mees Au0iS Twelfth 4® better, but the third, coming beck altar tralnrg 
problems, area running on strongly m the dosing stairs and can turn the tatres ovre this 
ungar (tetance Reiatlvw C&ance has not been out smee putting in an rrftxoved run agalns 
Snow Board over a fwtong less at Ettter at October, it he could Step up Just a UtUe on that 
i he'd have a good chance at the we085. litre Ftetatwe Chance, Late Be Frank has hv 
t proved ftp a longer tto and was a corntndng winner at Ffereftad (2m3f). He shoiid asln 
0s dose, whKeDakftafe Best tftj becar at TcwxsteJ tea time and feconvng along. 

I Salectfoa: AUGUST TWELFTH 


RACING RESULTS 


CATTBRJCK 

se.a fr l. PRgHyy BUH fftehani Quest! 
16- 1; Z Flo 9-2: 3. Topagtow 7-2. 10 ran. 

5- 2 far Tarry I4th|. iy* 4- (D Bortrer, RWv 
mond). TotK £111.90; £4.70. £2.40. 
q 80 of; nram CSF: £90.64. Tno: rax 
won. Non RUrewn Just Bory. 

1Z50: 1. RUSSIAN RASCM. IR Gamy) 

6- 4 (bv: 2. Erirt Beo 20-1: 3. Nofe Esprit 
12-L llrarea 9- (T Eastefey. Mtaonj. TWro 
£230; 1120. £4-40. £3 JO. OF; £28.40. 
CSF: £30.17. Tim £137-30. 

L20s 1. UP IT IN IN Honodfi 5-1: 2. R» 
tea 11-4-. 3. Sadden Spin 7-1. 11 ran. 9- 
4 fiw Supertop (5UD. Vi. l. (A Srrrtft, 
BeverWyi. Tote: £7.60; £2.50. £U80, 
£330. OF: £12-00. CSF: £19.94. TncHC 
£92,77, Trio: £39^0. 

1.50: 1. RSVE DE VAISE IK Jonwanl 7- 
1; 2. Uncks Bart 9-2; ft- Rdf OTrebo 3-1 
taw. 7 ran. 7. 12- (R Johnson, NewbunL TWk 
£ 9.40; £330, £130. DF: £12.10. CSF: 
£35.08. Tncasc £103.75. Non Runner: 
AAaster Salesman. 

120: 3. FUAWRY BLUES IP fewn) 3-1 
few; Z Chumrey'* Saga 10-1 3. UUo Red- 
»ing 12-1; 4, AMe Mereolre 2(7-122 ran. 
nk 7. (Ms M Itevdey. SaSbwnl. Tote: £430: 
£2.30. £2.90. £2.Sa £3-20. DF: £37.90. 
CSF; £3n3LTiKa9t £377.10. Tncr niu . 
Non Runner Paint Your Wagn. 


Z60: L XENM ORE-SPEED mtfiard 
Guest) &4 taic 2. Cate Ahead 8-1; S. Off 
The Mu 9-1 10 ran. 2. 11 (Mrs S Smith; 
Sbtgeyi. Tote: £2.10; £140, £1.70. £3.00. 
DF; £1330. CSF: £13.58- Theast £76.33. 
Tno: £46.20. NSt Island Chd. 

3^0:1 LAQEN BREME (DJ MoRaol 25- 

l: 2. B The (tea 7-4 ter, 3. itetthM Rand 
94. 12 ML 1, 34. (D AtoSaO, Cretmelt. Votes 
£1130; £2.90. £2.40. £100. DF: £15.80. 
CSF; £7342. Tno: £2130. 

Jackpot rat iron (pool of £16376.16 cra- 
ned forward (s Lemster today). 

PtawpoC £364 ja Qufedpob £17.50. 
Place & £235.64 Ptace fc £87.72. 

PONTWELL 

1230: L SERBNJS (J R Kawregh) 3-1: 
2. AcsOemy Home 4-5 tov; 3. Ben Bear- 
denS-1 11 ran. 1«. 7. IN Krateareon. lrar+ 
botan). TOttc £330: £140. £110, £140- 
DF: £2-40. CSF: £5.45. Tito: £230. 

110: IZESn IN Mann) 5-1 2. Lanes- 
ra Breens 33-1: 3. Water Hazard 7-L 11 
ran. S-2 fe* Memry's Mode ffe®. B. l'fc. 
iTOamem. NewiTakeQ.'Rita: £450; £140. 
£1240. £2J0. Of: £7030. CSF: £114.15. 
Too: £209.80 (pan won. pool ctf £26834 » 
Lnceaer 120 today!. NR: Fruit Toan. 

140: IDUftEOf APRCLDN fPHOe) b- 

2 free 2. WBe MMI 5- li 3. Jntem Bey 


12110 ran. ia V-. 0 Gfted, Findan). Tote: 
£33$ £110. £2.4a £2.70. DP. £7.10. CSF; 
£14-35. Trieast £112.68. Tria £28,80. 

2- 10: 1 SUPREME LADY (J Osborne) 9- 

4 tec 2. Iron N GoU It 1 SrwBffrafePDM 
10-1 8 ran. 11 1. |M«s H iCri^t, Waraeei. 
Totee £260; £17 Ql O10. £230. Of- £4^W, 
CSF: £9.89, Trteasc {£6.08. 

2.40; 184BIADOR (OWafeJi) 13-8 tav; 2. 
Daring Nag 10-1; 3. Pavtovn 30-1. 8 ran. 
8. 3%. (R QrtM. Epsom). Tatee £130: £110, 
£230. £2.50. DF: £1830. CSF: £1732. Tn- 
cast £11523. 

3- 10: 1 FLAKED OATS IA P McCoy) 11- 

5 fav; 2. Pniahi n gj 13-2: 3- Srey Garden 
6-1 8 ran. 4, 14, |p rfitoolis. Shepton Mat- 
tel). TMa: £130: £140. £120, £170. DF: 
£7.00. CSF: £8.70. 

3Ak 1 BAU (D Galaffn) 11-4; 2. 
SNseriaa Harry 9-1 3. Piurinee 5-4 tav, 
«> ran. 4. 3'L. ID Munay smith. Upper lam- 
bourn). Tots £330: £120, £190. £140. 
DF: £14.90. CSF: £26.61 Tito: £10.00, 
Ptacepefc £12030. teadpnC £1170 
Ptoee a: £19.58. Place & £18.07. ' 

SOUTHWELL 

106: 1 LANCE ARMSTRONG (A Maftarel 
4-6 tav; 2. Dry HU Lad 12-1 3. Red Tel 4- 
1 9 ran. 5. HG McCouit). Tate: £160: 
£110. £2jea £lio. Dual Foment: £630. 


HYPERION 

1Z20 Far Dawn 1250 Sanmartino 120 Bfr Rutts 
150 MASTER HOPE (nap) 220 Sartorius (ftt>) 
250 L’Equipe 320 Park Age 

GOING: Hiwfle* reurae - Good to Sc4L (Soft in home sarapjrafc 
Chase roarte - Good (Good to Fhw In pbceaj. 

■ Rbfht'baiui, imdufaing enure, vttb a stndghimJle. 

■ Count- 1» 2m S£ of c-ity rff AS. Lefeester rafiany riatkin (lon- 
dnn. Si Pnwras-ShelBekl toe) over 2 rafleaaway. A0XI8SON: 
One endoan £0 for rakdte (OAPs (X r i). CAB PASS: FVec. 


BUNKERED FTBSTTIBB: Bright BeHpras (1330); PoMBtCau- 
tifr ( I AO* L'Eqeipc IlfrO); Spcnihrad Apia (130. vnor). 
WDCVEKS IN THE LAST SEVEN DABS: None. 
LOffG-DOTANCE BDNNB8S: PWeMgb BaOda (ISO) haa been 
amfitA niBKhy Mass LVRareefl from Mibi3thon,TKiTtot . 

liOOh 'l BBEMBRSNOWCE HURDIE (CLASS E) 
(DIV I) £2,300 added 3Y0 2m 

I 1 FM DAM [USA) (19) (D) Ms A teas 11 5 CMatea 

, 2 3134 SqgnTS0CCASIM(U)(nRMMUBll5JIDBM0«Y 

I 3 ALfiAHA RS4) J Banks 10 12 IRXavraatfi 

>4 BARANOV DttjrwSntei 10 12 DCMa*er 

5 2P BRW EOJPSEW Mss KWteehaae 1012—^ TJrafaB 

6 TO CASHJPlHfTTpO) WUErade:ilQ12 Mr D Vans 

7 F C0MEflNM(lS)RDrtnlO12 WMratti 

8 FOREST BOyjaadey 1012 ¥ Bosky 

9 D BBSH OSMAN Tate ID 12 ATbonfioa 

ID UNDHAASniTBilOU TOry 

II RSlEAFFMt(VSA)JM8ra<feyl012 TJItepfey 

12 0 SDR BUUSJtEf (JB) G Banea 10 12 BFwraft 

13 TDBV BROWI D Ndtesni 10 12 AkSa^We 

14 00 SHANQ06Aa7)IA3NtteafeylD7 Eltofareddl 

15 SPHALFUfOtMUaerlDT Mflfetecteid 

*15 tfedved- 

BEITINfc 64 Fra draw. 7-lSqtee's Oaaafen. Sternilfeny. 8-lBraa- 
nov, Aral lor, 10-lABahe, 14-lottrera 

li O enl KMGHTDN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3200 added 2m 

1 SO/ ANOT>eTRD0U(73&)BPeaaE1012 ASSrttt 

2 3t BANNnaitADfB15)CMatod(61012 IRKavran^i 

3 BEQG8TS0KMPatttGftfi4iDi2 TXent 

4 S3 FAST* 600 (1£) Mister 4 10 12 Wlicteteal 

5 JOUO K UtABOe 7 1012 

6 066050 niMAnNN6(UtACmll61012 J4Bnwsa» 

7 lEAOBBSPBffC WM 4 10 12 Pttde 


8 463P-25 AUCCSMRMR(l«tBF)KBeiKn7:i2 tettM 

9. 303*33 KAIRAU0U 0) * MnBbve 7 11 d —Mr ARWM(7) 

10 /3W ANRBUANFnfERPG GtoSomou 7 ID 11 _JfcACDe(7) 

11 FJ540F- PeSWNB»BaQ)30deyS10UI.. —Mtariey 

12 000346 CffnBUE)t(3S)HtNebb51C4, — —Sopite Mfctel (5) 

13 Qr-EO JEAN DC RSCTE (SAP Speer 5 10 3 RSqate 

14 4S0M3 SOWBiUBJOPPiearadBlGO— — SrPMcfeoM 

15 OOP- CHOSE jom (HD Uf Betel fi MO >9 Sofia 

16 KOm- ESCAH«O$«8)lfesVnM710O JfiltoMMffiV 

17 IOPOHM SCORPtoN BAT p) 0 fttnch Dsra 8 ID 0 Iltegaa(3) 

-I7teefarad- 

A9*»roae(8icl0tf; TrtrefandkRBae^cCtffigL'JbKrgsrateExrafin 
9st 7b^Surpan BV SB SB. 

Borne *1 Sr ItapMt M llr Baas, 7-1 Bliac Sake 84 KaM. 
loa, 10-1 tritnaff Tt^v Muttra, 12-1 otfetts 


7 iBWBssrarcvrei4ioi2 pam 

8 4QUC- [SEBt£(27S)SUelra81012 KHn 

9 006 NMUZM.mKBiagrete4iai2 VSMWy 

10 NO MAIIBl R teue 5 10 12 JXTSMB 

11 RH) AOMRALCMtsrsf 610 12 KBteM(3 

12 RB> PHANTOM SMrSnr 4 IQ 12 Alhomlaa 

13 IBB R Atelus 7 10 12.. RDraraoody 

14 0 ROTRACE (29) W 9Bboune 4 10 12 TTMaraeyP) 

15 30 SAta.(m JUfW810l2 scram 

lfi SANMAfOMO D Mthcter 4 10 12 AMa^fee 

17 P SMIRRE BBD6E (31) G Mt£bui 4 10 12 — RIWaaa(7) 
IB 1/RMP3- SUPBBCBENOW (230}J(M71012 SUpfem 

-IBte rtraid - 

BEnWft4^ 9 —i iBin,1 12)MteraL7-iUfedtag%Mt,lM Stew— 
Genefln, 1B0L Latfbta, 14-1 Had Pbrafiora, 20-1 rifewv 

1 on) BARKBY SELUNG HANDICAP HURDLE 
L=ri (CLASS G) £2500 added 2m 4f llflyrfs 

1 P'43631 W Rjms ® (D) JTiak 10 11 11 (7e4 SMoMi 

2 P135-P6 ASTRAL BWAStOR [U] G UcCtxn 5 11 Ul-Jt Haterai (7) B 

3 OQP061 SBPME*Wll4)CTK&K»iHttr7U6_ RDraraoodyB 

4 0DO646- tRSOOUNTWUX(»n)CJadBDMlUT— JOBtenraO) 

5 /asm BLANC S8RG fiR) {23} J Swss 9 11 4 MrSSata B 

6 3/40650 SrniNBSCZ3)WCtaylOU3 Slftraoa 

7 4P5440 RSQRAM>nmJMto6eir7113 — AlteB*a 


Computer Straight Forecast £10.48. Trim 
£19.10. 

l_3tt 1. SIBLHME PCLLOW IM A Ffeger- 
ekh 9^ Jt teK 2. Forato hnttetton 9-4 Jt 
fav. 3. Lnteter Cottage 9-2. 9 ml 8. 23. 
(N Hefftesont. Tote: £3.60: £3^0, tUX, 
£3.10. Dual Forecast: £6.90. CSF: £8^7. 

TdK £1&®, 

2Mk L STAY WITH mb <Mr R Thornton) 
S-2;2- SMfttagMoon 14-1; 3. Patar Moo- 
rrany 7-2. 6 ran. 2-1 tav Nng Athelstan. 10, 
4. IC EBMon). Tote: £3^0; £11^0, £A2D. 
DF; £14 AO. CSF: £27.88. 

2JD: 3. OCEAN LEADS) (A Ma&nl 7- 
4 tev 2. Recortl Lover 16-1: 3- lucky Do+ 
ter 3-1. 8 ran. 3. Vr. (Mrs D Hare). Tote 
£2501 £2.20. £2.00, £1.00. DF: U4^0- 
CSF. £27.18. Titoast m 32.1m: £1MQ. 
Nft Sweet Buck. 

3.00:1- fffiTHBtBYSAJDlASSmSW 7- 
2; 2. Copper cable 25-1; fi. Hot^ten 12- 
1. S ran. evens tav Zrarbaa Spirfi, wn by a 
tttanOL 31ft. (Mbs M m&ril- Tote £5-40: 
£4.40, 1330. DuB Forecast: £30.70. CSF: 
CAAjQS. 

130: 1. FAWIEY FUtet 0 FtJaert 7-2 2. 
Deaert Forte 7-4 bv; 3- VWmtn The Mon- 
ey 33 -1. 9 ran. 1, tbsL (W Turner). Tote 
£4.80; £1 JO. £140, £11.6 0 DF: £2J0. 
CSF; £9.71. TriCBSt £153.36. 

Ftecepot: £75.50. qaraRteC £5120. 
Place 6 : £74.90. Place & £6105, 


(7*enl JOHN <YGAUNT MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS 
l±r?rJ FJ £4,000 added 3m 

V OQFW- CEBB«EDnspsS)FKte7116 MOwaa 

2 4-2U UICH SAMAR MRa(U> POBfeSI 7 116 TBey . 

3 0000-5 IMSTKH0fCfU)Dfemban7116 AMapte 

4 03 RAWTOBMUDCt7)KBBter7116 JHhonta 

5 P05CHJ2 ROW-HAND (48) RAmmE 11 5 HrRAmoa 

6 33FPB0 SPCAfBEADAGABt(l2) K 600000 7 11 6R Mareay V 

7 THE HUBIAIADE CAT Ms 0 Kars 7116 — IRKrairanffi 

8 2B/SF5-2 IHE BUT PADRE (14) MG J Knar. 7116 .WMrateai 

9 4PCP-4B refiWCr COTTAGE CWUssKViMBioae 8 llUJeakiB 

ID B SNammiUy(15)Ptnbbra5U0 Eltabraaia 

-MiMlteid- 

BETnNte 64 Tte S* Prate 3-1 Mater Him 7-2 Nraastaraa tad, 7-1 
Irrti fra— Ifitel II t NnjM Haul IB 1 1firaaterai flaRa 10 1 ntiirai 


HYPERION 

12.10 XatWa 1240 Invocation 1 .10 Chemcast 
140 Shaip Cotonond 210 N^TtWHc 240 Share 
Defight 3JJ0 Mystery MattMas 340 Coiosse 

GOING: aunrtntL STAU&. M 4 Iw - ouuide; rest - mskfc. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for fit 

■ Left-hand, sharp cooree fEouUredr surface). 

■ Conrar la ooodvcasl c4 tram on BS03S. LingflcJd sradon (served 
by London Victoria) adjoins course. ADMISSION: Members 5 1 3. 
Family Bnriasrae 19. CAR PARR: Chib SB; remainder free. 


BUNKERED FIRST HUR HreryTlraPmi (12.10k Sam Radt- 
«tt 11.40}. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Napier Scar tl.iO) 
won ol Wohrati am ptoP an Ssaniay. 

LONG- DISTANCE HDNNEB& OoflUo BJar (12.10) teal 
370 mDcs fry M Johnraon from Makfletam, North Tcrtriiire. 

[T5r5KJ ROBROT JERSEY CONDITIONS STAKES 
irr~l (CLASS D) (DIV I) £4*400 added lm 

1 105063 BARBASON C23) (C) A Moore 4 9 3 Caady Uorrh 6 

2 632203 BENIICO(tB) OR MSN Macauley 7812 .CTaoffra (410 V 

3 000000 DCAHLEBUE (8) |EF)M 7 8 12~Dsaa AfctieaM) 8 

4 000000 8Af9M {9) (CO) J UnglOS 12 Ie«sal«g9 

5 560105 1TOBM|4R)(Q)G was 5812 C tOtfs (7) 4 

6 443000 tWNTHEW1RCZZlinC0«»3BU_««Btertl5B 

7 MTRTOMCJTbferaBU SSandenl 

S 200640- DOWOQCTI382) RtMae487 A Dety {S 2 

9 4 PSMN6 POUT (41) trad Hurtnoku 4 8 7 D Mate 3 

10 HAHgAU i Arntte 3 fl fl _ J lteBra7 

- 10 Oe dra a d - 

8E70NB 92 Taflte. 7-2 Doubts Btaa, 90 BaaOco, 5-1 Henry The HM, 
B-l Barfaarara, Praang Paly, 14-1 tflran 


0 Oft I SEVER BB1 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 

C) £7500 added 2m 4f UOyds 

1 121-422 FWBSBiBUU»(iS(tRtteLVibs3ril9irO 

— —— APwratM 

2 15-231 P COSTI DESBSfUAL (19) 8)) LI 11 BCBKobI 

3 223-122 PMrSWMDrpBXnNHntevOftSUSJRKareraei 

4 13216-1 SWffi® UOfT dSj [Df D VjtfsWJr. 7 10 10 AMa0*a 

6 24W3- TEGfiMRWSHBORf4OQRRcte9l0&. DGSOtea 

5 £2125-1 SART0BB1S [180) (D) nhorron Janes 10 10 6 ...P ffivrai V 

-6 dedraed- 

BEITHfe 7-4 Sfetatag LlgW. 3-1 PtiRp 1 * VootRr, 9-2 ftnkigi BuAds, 5- 
1 Sratrate, B-ltewraWante M CoaB DTstaate 

fo EH WUJHAM CONDITIONALS’ HANDICAP 
Lf^rJ HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 

1 040-121 MAZZM Qfi) (0) H Rare 5 11 10 AGanftyR 

2 0610- BStflSWSSl5213)3J)P ViStW 4 138 JLHantant 

3 402232 SwmERDSREST(204WSUeior4115_ SDaraaB) 

4 442131 (ROWING HUH (15) (CD) 9 6 ID 11 IKarete 

5 3«l CBUBPEDSlCMSnnnlUll UtaeasB 

6 46363 FBBAN COUHT (20) Usi ) Bower £-106 Iterate 

7 12340 mWA RITO Tarn* 6 10 6 0 Prater 

-7dsefraed- 

BEITMG: M MrarW. M Erae Stager. Oavriag Ptev uahteteteRed, 
frl L'EqBlpe, Hatari. 10-1 Mao Court 

Rfon! BEGINNERS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
L=rJ (DIV I) £2,700 added 3YO 2m 

1 ID SHE4IHKBMHtB2)pR<BF)Jjert«isll5 — GBrwteyV 

2 U AAVASAKSA (FR) (19) A NcraxrrCe 10 12 ABnatai 

3 00 CWUNBWp3)Wftc00ume 10 12 CUMfen 

4 4 QRCUSSHR(43)(B)DN«3tt2Al012 Attetete 

5 DffigAGERAIteusiOl? RDrawnady 

6 0 BWSflBNG DANGER (19) K Bndgyah? 10 12 — VStattey 


7 fioumwaBa»cuuii0i2 Kmiti 

8 PfiUMON(tBA}JWhGl012 TJMurtfey 

9 60 SEVEN CROWNS (USA) (41) Cftffum 10 12 CMaate 

10 3 SOLDER MAX (IS) A rtde ID IT Pitta 

11 6 WORTH THE BtL (15) F Jortan 10 12 SHJno 

12 APAunens abroad nucAurasio 7 oerita^w 

13 LOCH MNCOt Me. H 14X314^10 7 Pllna 

14 Jt** DEALG Barer: 10 7 JtMafsey|3) 

14 mm 

BETTBiG: 94 Cbcoa Star, 7-3 Drak Age. S-l Ptenm, tH SeUar Mak. 
12-1 tapaattegteogar, 16*1 SbatekHefaah, 20-1 cum 


HoAftl EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS 
L±±Zrl HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV I) £2550 8f 

1 404355 HVDOOION (IS) |CA AMoor&B IQO—DaaalTMH S 

2 006000 ICVERH«nNCEmmKlMiy396 NMaraa7B 

3 200000 SBHfl(mJCRr394 : ACtekB 

4 4(00 DMS7 BABES (17) P Hams 3 9 3 _AHaGMml0 

5 00000 DS8irSMBMBl{8B|MBal38 12 GFte*oar(5)B 

S 460000 BQBAtf SWt (41) J LEye 3 8 10. BU|fki2 

7 300066 RRnrPRREBEttaH5LJa«ri4B&J>MraitMteMmfi 

8 04044TO HWBSaC(2()SIWff«488 SSeteenU 

9 060000 nsiMirDifmsiYaD<qo|Bifene6S7^Ddrf93B 
s ) 451200 q a fi W 4.(gueHt(C)WJMBre4B3-JlBrailMaarell 
11 600463 MKAWWNM®B)itelS<M8713-DRMcCael3 

U frOOOOO l0eEPERTIAD(nJBH^r4712 FHortanl 

a 040460 SUfeBCBUBnN(17aJrtnBtgy3712Jlttafay(a4B 

-Udaoteed- 

BETTnfe 9-2 awcesboB, 6-1 MMa Aragai. fel Opart *11 i ur ,7-lBaF 

fiqi Star, M Narer Thhdr Tafee, Urn Pratega, IM often 

PTiTTI EQUITABLE HOLDMSS PLC HANDICAP 
i-*"! (CLASS EJ £4^00 added 5f 
; 1 030 WU.TOJ52)MVeDjE3100w. D Sweeney 17)1 

2 040610 KNJIA{14(C8)DOBpn«i79l2 ACteraae3B 

3 643001 QHICAST CO) (CD) i l E)re 3 9 12 RUfffatS 

I 4 211223 MTOhBtBASCawWTOTO WOfflEteeaer A912 

awdy pqmw 

5 04*321 NtfEBSURnn MB NMxafcy 3 9111780 

C*a*ra®«Y 

6 410001 5CB5CR RB5CE {S) W J Wpr 49 11 i7eLS Srarin 4 

7 50604 ISaB&XKUM(anMBLSklte598J>RMBate6V 

8 021600 lAftnirWWnif 08TOS Iffffl 4812— SDwarra 7 

9 010000 YftatU8HBOir{I3)nJBodey688 CRsrtMrZ 

id 05-0000 eniaouS0Eia05)pD&aE388. bmvs 

-lfldeeteed- 

BETTB4B: 3-1 Ctararaat, 7-2 Naplar Star. 5-1 Seta* RUg*. 7-1 Kate, 
Aaottra Btecfetatt, Fetefeatemt In, 18-1 oteras 

[■l Ani 

LZ___iJ SIAKES (CLASS F) £3^50 added 2m 

1 060205 U»JDDtl27)RHrievnB93_ Allcflnl2 

2 330000 Mill HOUSE {23} p) Q E^s B 9 3 NMaraaBV 


3 0009 PEnSmiEf544|MChmnon4 93 PPMer^ylSU 

4 026656 SUPRSESmft (90HBF] P Hector 5 95.Draie07te> ID B 

5 055421 SHABP COMMAND (19) P Erdes 3 8 11 DWBate8 

6 000 Bew*PUAMwe38Sl AOatVE 

7 066320 HA4GAP1 RKXi f6Z] A ktcre 3P9 CtayMorfs4 

8 000046 SAM ROCKETT 155) PUxney386 aMbrafiflB 

9 000350 SUm*»SPow389 ___AtWfB3 

10 0055 HaiAPWfTDB0)JHngsr386 SW*«ftt2 

U 002623 IWDBAS MVSDQUE (23) (BF) B SVttrs 3 8 6-S Sandan 5 
12 220203 M8sraBM(UBJCui»386 .TSmte7 

-12 daebrad- 

BETTINft3-l Ita ritan, 4-1 Mtettias MysBqsa, 5-1 Sapreraa Star, 8- 
1 tarp Coaanarat, 8-1 trebudd, 10-1 Ela AMI Moo, JD-1 edrare 

I -Tin I ROBROT JERSEY CONDITIONS STAKES 
l— — _l (CLASS D) (DIV I) £4,400 added lm 

1 1IS300 BLUE FLTHI (28) (CO) R ireran 3 9 7 ._AMcttas9 

2 40400.2 BAROS8A VMUET (2Q p BUtiar 5 8 12 S (tares 7 

3 025026 GRB&ESrA(CDBF)UsaGMew95812-IteB(7NiBl 

4 000503 KOMODO (23) jUw 4 8 32 T Hr*) {7)4 

5 230036 MR HOUGH (83) WD Marts 5 3 12 6Rraftrar®8 

6 125002 teCHrtUNK(U)(D)GLMDare4812 S Whitworth B 

7 035000 OOOU«E(lSHtXI)5Vnil&3811 C test* (7) 5 

8 06 PEEraE(192)NTalsffln0Baes487 Fljmeli [3)2 

9 635600 QUmi0FAlIBBD9(8fl<CD)RB0«587_ADl4f(q3 

BETONfi: M Mr« tte*, U tee Flyer. 64 Bnm tMey, Qasse ot 
AS Birrts, 7-1 Cod Pro, Mr Rsagh, 8-1 taatsst 12-1 Mhtrs 

F&~a7\\ hjwtyfwanwal collections mab>- 

1"^] EN STAKES (CLASS D) £4J50 2Y0 Bf 

1 - GHOtCteU'S SHADOW Btaroe 90 DRMeCtesll 

2 0050 BWW»RAf«l*BWB7)CB«Ban90 )■ Starts 1 

3 6 FonaMBUsnHTCUDMHeaarvBs90 — A dark ID 

4 34 BfiaOME(U9ff9C teres 90 C totter 6 

5 MAStStBOBBT R8as9Q SFtaG0er(^4 

6 06 9WtED8JGHr^7}BiMs90 JDSMa(^2 

7 562 URSA MAJOR (35) PKelaray 9 0 MWt*»12 

8 00 AQUXIICqUSIC37)RWe9«89 ADafeRB 

B 220520 BWISMHWnSCUlWGM Turners 9 TfetatiV 

10 64 TORBOITDiTlteS (52) TJcneE89 NCraMe7 

11 0 SWSBBCn*cp3)J&*ti^89 SSand«s3 

12 00 TREVOR WIOBltZ^JBfete 89 JtasOTWBB 

-12dedraed- 

BETW& 7-4 Urea MRicr, M Stare DeW, 7-2 tacatta, B-lFortOl- 
taa Hares, 12-1 FonaHsMa S|Mt, BretraW Paritet, M-lnbaa 

[TiKl-BQUnTFWANCULCdllEClIONSHAND- 
Lr=li ICAP (CLASS F) (DCV B) £2,950 added 6f 

1 400060 DANCMI JACK(353){C) J8aa0s3911 — OeraOMIJ 

2 *5-2500 BE SAHSfED (Z3) A Mom 394 AGM4 

3 300006 SAMSOUm(20)(CD)PWtag894_DeraiMcltooara9 

4 eOQOOO COL5 W+CPB)|D)PEbb 4 92 AWaoeS 

5 0-000 RAMirDWS0M{U3liidHuret8t»39U)>fabriU 

6 66C604 M9B0T MUMS (2QB8ntes3812_lalRNran (08V 

7 0WW1 PWSS«Afi(WS)Prarr«0 4.812 JC Rklttb E 

8 016000 WRKMBIACE(21J(D}£Wwte4Bll ADafeS7B 

9 1-32500 IB5naFOCI(ErOIJ(CBqGlttta381OJ8N0ahU 

10 000500 HAlBarCURPBurBJfreTSa -i DRMcCtaZV 

U 054004 TACHVCAROU (2(R fift R (TStteren 4 8 8 S Sautes 13 

12 363030 S)BM0QD [58) Klvny3B 1 N Artemi 

13 000066 SOUBffiN RULE (M) AteJrl FtoAanJ 9 8 0_H CaOiM 12 B 

-lAdadawl- 

BEITIIfr 6-1 Wb PkkpodM, 6-1 TBEfiycradta, Ifeataiy HatUan 7-1 

DndsgJta, Boodreia Me, 8-10ta Maoace. Saaraohas. 2M ethos 

fo^nl HflRTY NWE STEPS (AMATHKS) HAfti>- 
L°!7 V I ICAP (CLASS G) £3/>00 added lm 4f 

1 310056 nUfiL(SB)BMae>tei31l? MsJABMBS 

2 000624 EXnOSVEP(Mat(]9fCB9GStaiy5115 

MaBAUfittMa— (7)6 

3 030350 HO PWTEJSI B7) ft? G LMcoe 4 11 1 MrKfitaefiV 

4 34*15 SW&ISVPO6M(9)|CO|CDta5l012JlteSaqcr{7)4V 

5 51440 om.mei{«nTju«xn3X)X)jtajite«tan3 

6 310900 «afl8SEP4)CTJL^w<9T:— Mterfita Juuaal 

7 14021 B 00HTDR0PBOWS(2a|CD)DT)iiT]'90J*i*JFtefaj6V 

8 Q0053 STWOOUSBAUOOB390 JHaiMooreM 7 

8 &50M0 PH»»H(96)ro«Pwiy&lO90_^CPee«rt(T)l 

-Sdeetared- 

MMwn ae&c Stt Tw news: BSmUB 8a 9fe Phanan to To. 
BETimtS-Z Btptaatn Pemr, 4-iaatt(M teren-S-aWr Stepota.' 
8-1 No Paoesa, Doart Drop Praaba, 7-1 FM. B-l Catone. 14-1 onare 


Athletes 
make 
point on 
Academy 

Sport politics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


Of (he 26 con t untie rs buiny 
considered as potential hrwts of 

the Bril&h Academ> of Sjpurl. 
none can lav greater claim l" 
represuming the wishes of com- 
petitors than lhai eniitfod, ap- 
propriately, the Aihleiu*' Bid- 

The bid. whirii proposes al- 
lurnativc sdtes in Hcrifordslurv. 
hid gained Lhu commit mem nf 
more lhan 100 past and present 
competitors in a range of sports 
after a widespread L-unsuJtuiion 
exercise. Supporiurs include 
David Wilkie, Roger Utlluy. 
DawdCkrwer. Scan Keriy. Da'.'wS 
Hemervand Richard Nenirkar. 

The kev clcmenis which have 
emerged are a determination 
not 10 compromise the project 
with shared use of existing fa* 
cSSties. "That," the bid statement 
says, “» the greatest complaint 
about what we have now -" 

The bidding group plans to 
build a central training centre, 
which would co-ordinate work 
in regional centres, at a situ ei- 
ther near Hatfield or Watford 

“We shouldn't be ashamed of 
the idea that we are going to 
concentrate on the elite." the 
former head of coaching fur 
British athletics, Bank Dick, 
said. “We want to drag com- 
petitors up the extra couple of 
notches it needs to take on the 
rest of the world." 

The bid began as a private ven- 
ture two years ago and has since 
expanded in scope following the 
commitment ol up lo £100m of 
National Lutleiy money to the 
Academy. The estimated capital 
cost of this project is £107m, nf 
which £35m would be raised by 
private sponsorship. 

The idea that the Govern- 
ment. which has said it may 
adapt bid ideas piecemeal, 
might take an board the re- 
search gathered by the Athletes* 
Bid and apply it to another con- 
tender elsewhere in the enun- 
iry was accepted with equa- 
nimity by one ol the steering 
group. Mike Corby. “We could 
well be a regional part of the 
whole scheme," he said. "We 
are happy to give everything we 
have for the good of the athletes 
m this country." 


Two-day 
exam for 
England A 

Cricket 


England A will face one of their 
toughest tests of their Aus- 
tralian tour when they meet 
New South Wales in the first of 
two one-day matches at (be Syd- 
ney Cricket Ground today. 

New South Wales, without 
the injured Mark Taylor. Mark 
and Sieve Waugh and Michael 
Sevan, have still picked a side 
bristling with talent to face the 
louring team. The all-rounder 
Shane Lee and the attacking 
opener Michael Slater, both 
members of Australia's World 
Cup squad which lost in the fi- 
nal to Sri Lanka, are included 
alongside the former Test play- 
er Greg Matthews. 

“We are approaching it as a 
two-match one-day series and 
winning both will greatly improve 
the opinion people have over 
here of English cricket," David 
Grsveney. the manager, said. 

Jason Gallian, the Lan- 
cashire opener unavailable with 
a cracked right index finger 
since 18 November, will have a 
net session prior to the match, 
but is more likely to return for 
the second one-day game in 
Wollongong on Saturday. The 
fast bowler Dean Headley will 
play after 10 days' rest but 
England will not finalise their 
line-up until today. 

ENGLAND A (Bran); M A Buteher, M P Vatfi- 
an. J E R Galen, A McGrath, 0 A Sliah. *A 
J Hosoafee. M A Earorn. C ww». TW a Hom, 
A F GUes, G Chappie. D W HeaSay. P M Such. 
A J Homs. 

ttBH SOUTH WALES: *G R 1 Matthew*. T 
Baykss, tP A Emeiy.S Lee. BE McNamara. 
C J Richards. K J Roberts, G Robertson. M J 
Stater. A M Stuart. S M Thompson. 

■ Mike Veletta, the former 
Australian Test player, was yes- 
terday suspended for a month 
following his outburst when he 
disputed an umpiring decision 
during Australian Capital Ter- 
ritoiy’s.drawn match with Eng- 
land A in Canberra. 
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sport 


Those who bask in the false light of football’s ‘new writing are 
blind to the fact that a hard game is being played out there 


Never mind that idea of a beautiful 
game, the best advice a young foot- 
baller can take on to the field is that 
no opponent should ever be trust- 
ed. 1 heard it first from a real hard 
case, a Welsh international ever- 
lastingly embarrassed by the dis- 
ablement once inflicted upon him by 
a man of quite gentle persuasion. 

hi moments of deep reflection, 
which was usually after a pint or two, 
he would point to a scar just below 
his right knee and say, ^Imagine- get- 
ting that from a player who proba- 
bly hadn’t kicked anybody before 
a nd hasn't since. But the bastard saw 
his chance, caught me off guard. 
Take it as a lesson and you are less 
likely to end up on a stretcher 
Recent incidents make naive the 
notion that brotherly love is on the 


upswing and football is becoming a 
happier world to live in, with or with- 
out banged -up knees, stud-scarred 
ankles, cracked cheekbones and 
similar marks of the man of culture. 

In their eagerness to pile up 
knowledge about formations and 
tactics, many students of football to- 
day, especially those who bask in the 
false hght oi its “new writing'', ap- 
pear blind to the fact that a hard 
game is being played out there. 

Character, courage and similar 
goodies are shorthand for relentless 
aggressiveness, for being a tough 
competitor. The majority of players. 
I think, would draw the line at be- 
ing aggressive to the point of not 
caring whether they hurt oppo- 
nents, but in keeping with history 
some should be approached with the 


utmost caution. Versions of “Find 
out how fast he can limp” are still 
with us. 

Pragmatism prevails in football. 
There is no future in violent play but 
the injection of “nastiness" that 
one Premiership manager speaks of 
privately as essential to his team's 
progress gets closer to the truth than 
many people imagine. 

When (he greatest of all foot- 
ballers, Fele. was first introduced to 
Brazil's national team, its coach, Vi- 
cente Feola. warned that he would 
not always be able to rely on refer- 
ees for protection and had better 
start looking out for himself. Pele 
could never be described as a dirty 
player and did not chase trouble but 
opponents provoked him at their 
peril. Some years later in Rio, when 



KEN JONES 


established as the game's leading 
player, he broke the leg of a violent 
German defender, Szmaniak. 

When considering the wickedness 
that football manages to conceal 
(even under the close scnxtinv of 
television), it is natural to think of 


defenders; defenders make the ma- 
jority of tackles and therefore com- 
mit most of the fouls. Closer 
examination, however, reveals that 
an instinct fear getting his retaliation 
in first did not make Pele unique 
among outstanding attackers. 

Shortly before the 1978 World 
Cup final between Argentina and the 
Netherlands in Buenos Aires, I 
spent an afternoon with Rene van 
der Kcrkhof, whose brother WHly 
was also in the Dutch team. Speak- 
ing in fluent English about various 
aspects of the tournament, he came 
across as a thoroughly pleasant and 
mature young man. 

\&n der Kerfchof could scarcely 
avoid being angered by the squalid 
gamesmanship Argentina e 
two days later, takmgihe 


minutes late and then objecting to 
a small, tigh t plaster casing he had 
worn since damaging his wrist in the 
opening game. But it was no excuse 
for f h<* dreadful foul he committed 
barely 10 minutes after the kick-off, 
driving his boot into the chest of an 
Argentinian defender. 

Norman Hunter tackled his way 
into legend for Leeds United but 
greater peril lay in confrontations 
with a tiny Scottish international in- 
side-forward, Bobby Collins, and 
John Giles, who appeared many 
tunes in that position for the Re- 
public of Ireland. Making defend- 
ers think twice about going for. 
them. * theirs was a philosophy 
echoed by Denis Law, Francis Lee, 
Mike Summerbcc, Allan Clarke, Pe- 
ter Osgood, Kenny Dalglish and 


numerous other leading attackers 
throughout the world. Scars re- 
mind some of Gcreon's contempo- 
raries in Brazil that his creative 
genius concealed alarming vicious- 
ness, • • 

Watching football today. British 
football particularly. you are aware 
of the danger in mnocence. This 
springs, I think, from inadequate tu- 
ition (defensive play generally is 
poor) and (he absence of experi- 
enced players from reserve-team 
football. A renowned tackier in his 
day, Nobby Stiles maintained that 
he teamed most about die game 
from playing with and against vet- 
eras professionals when turning 
out in the Central League for Man- 
chester United. A safe bet is that he 
too was advised not to trust anybody. 


Case shut 
out at 
Brighton 


Football 


ANDREW MARTIN 

The malaise at Brighton & 
Hove Albion deepened yester- 
day when the Nationwide 
League's bottom club sacked 
their manager, Jimmy Case. 

Unrest off the field has been 
matched by a dire record on it. 
Case guided Brighton to only 
three victories this season and 
saw his side knocked out of the 
FA Cup by non-League Sudbmy. 
Brighton supporters protested 
again during Tuesday night’s 3- 
2 home defeat to second-from- 
bottom Darlington, in the latest 
of a series of demonstrations 
against the club's board. 

They are upset at the sale of 
the aarihim and the dub's plans 
to ground-share with Gilling- 
ham next season. 

The dub’s chief executive, 
David Bellotti, said Brighton 
would now be advertising for a 
successor to Case, who had been 
in charge at Brighton for ayear. 

Bellotti. speaking on Radio 
S Live, said a number of possi- 
ble contenders to take Case's 
place had called the Goldstone 
Ground offering their services. 

Denying it was a job no one 
would want, he added: "In the 
last few hours there have been 
a number of managers who are 
out of work, who have spoken 
to me, and who would like to 
consider coming to Brighton." 

The Middlesbrough chair- 
man, Steve Gibson, has made it 
clear that the unsettled Emerson 
would not be allowed to leave the 
chib. Gibson said the £4m Brazil- 
ian midfielder has been fined six 
weeks’ salary- around £5QJ)00- 
since he joined the dub an a four- 
year contract in the summer. 

Gibson said: “The club’s po- 


sition is dear. Emerson cannot 
be allowed to leave. If he doesn't 
comply be will lose everything 
and it will cost him his career." 

Emerson has not yet in- 
formed Boro when he intends 
to return from Brazil but reports 
from South America indicate 
that he has been delayed be- 
cause his wife, Andrea, is ill. 

Jack Ciarlton, the former 
Republic of Ireland manager, has 
rejected an offer to become di- 
rector of football at First Divi- 
sion Grimsby. The club’s 
chairman. Bill Carr, said that 
Charlton did not want the “day- 
to-day pressure of running a 
dub again". 

Mike Newell is set to join 
Bolton from Birmin gham City 
after the dubs agreed a 
£700,000 fee in time for the for- 
mer Blackburn striker to be 
available for the weekend. 

Liverpool are ready to sign 
the Gothenburg striker An- 
dreas Andexsson for £2m. The 
manager, Roy Evans, watched 
the Swedish international play 
in the Champions' League last 
night The Anfield dub have 
also thwarted an attempt by the 
England coach, Glenn Hod die, 
to add their assistant manager, 
Doug Livermore, to the national 
team's coaching staff. 

Southampton are to appeal 
over the sending-off of Ulrich 
Vkn Gobbel at Blackburn. The 
Dutch defender was dismissed 
in a 2-1 defeat for a second 
bookable offence following a 
tussle with Chris Sutton. 

Rangers are on the brink of 
recruiting the Chile striker Se- 
bastian Rozental from Univer- 
sidad Catolica for £3.75m. The 
20-year-old is set to leave for 
Scotland after Chile's World 
Cup qualifier against Argenti- 
na on 15 December. 


Robson seeks 
smarter Boro 


As haptisms to the arcane world 
of football management go, 
Bryan Robson’s must rank as 
one of the least comfortable. 
The bright new Riverside Sta- 
dium has lost some of its sheen 
of late as the Middlesbrough 
team Robson spent some £20m 
to assemble has slumped to a 
10-game winless run. With Boro 
within two points of the rele- 
gation places. Captain Marvel 
has every right to feel distinct- 
ly sour. 

Yet Robson remains confi- 
dent that his bcjeweled squad 
can turn things around if they 
show the very qualities- brains 
allied to brawn- Lhat made the 
former England and Manches- 
ter United dynamo such an 
outstanding player during his 
own career on the pilch. 

_ “I can’t fault the players’ at- 
titudes but they've got' to start 
thinking about the game more,” 
said Robson, who saw his side 
falter against a determined 
Leicester on Tuesday night. 

"Its not just about purting in 
effort and commitment. Some- 
times you’ve got to have knowl- 
edge of the game, like 
understanding when you should 
quicken the pace or slow it 
down." he said. 

“We’re going to have to try 
and remedy that in tr ainin g 
and. hopefully, I’ll have some of 
our more experienced players 
back soon, because experience 
always helps.” 

Tb’cap Robson’s problems on 
the field, the distraction of the 
unsettled Brazilian, Emerson, 
has been equally irksome off it. 
The peripatetic midfielder has 
again gone missing, and Robson 
will be hoping that Emerson 


will, as reported, arrive back on 
Tfeesside today. 

Middlesbrough's other 
Brazilian, Juninho, is also miss- 
ing — through an injury to his 
ankle that will keep him from 
the playing field for up to three 
weeks. Juninho’ s influence this 
season has been as telling as 
Emerson's, particularly his link 
play with Fabrizio RavaneiLL 

His loss will be deeply felt as 
will that of the captain, Nigel 
Rrarson (neck), Steve Vickers 
(knee) and Alan Moore 
(hamstring). 

Robson said he was unsure of 
when Emerson would finally ar- 
rive hack in England after go- 
ing absent for the third time in 
three weeks, but it is believed 
the Brazilian is now ready to re- 
turn after nursing bis wife, An- 
drea, back to health after 
worries that she was about to 
suffer a nervous breakdown. 

Far from being on the verge 
of medical attention himself, 
Robson is putting a brave face 
on a difficult situation. 

“We've got to show a little bit 
more fight and character and 
start to come back when we go 
behind. We haven’t shown thnr 
for a long time now," he added. 

If Boro required a lesson in 
how to nurture that single- 
minded spirit, they need look no 
further than Leicester, who 
moved _ up to 12th in the Pre- 
miership following their third 
away win of the campaign. 

Martin O'Neill’s imw was 
pieced together at a fraction of 
the cost of Robson's, and the 
Middlesbrough manager must 
be acutely aware of tire old 
adage that money does not al- 
ways buy happiness. 



Newts and all: A training session at Keys Park for Hednesford Town players before Saturday's FA Cup trip to Blackpool 


Pitmen primed for upward progress 



Who said foot- 
ball folk were 
one-dimension- 
al? 1b visit Keys 
Park, Hednes- 
ford Town’s 
home of 18 
months, is to be 
regaled with 
tales of foreign travel, endan- 
gered wildlife, inflammable gas 
and odorous Italians. 

That’s not the half of it. The 
GM Vauxball Conference club 
are both managed and co- 
owned by a self-confessed 
bully who is also Steve Bull’s ac- 
countant. They play in a stadi- 
um built on suits. So when 
they visit Blackpool on Satur- 
day - their first appearance in 
the second round of the EA Cup 
in a 116-year history - we 
should perhaps expect the un- 
expected. 

Much of Hednesford's dis- 
tinctive character stems from 
their larger-than-life manager, 
John Baldwin, who gives the lie 
to the old Monty Python put- 
down: “I'm an accountant and 
consequently too boring to be 
of interest." 

With hindsight, the 400-mile 
round trips he made from uni- 
versity on Tyneside to keep 
goal for his local team were the 
foreplay to an enduring passon. 

That was in the early 1970s, 
when Hednesford propped up 
the Midland League and played 
to 200 people against the likes 
of Bridlington and Beiper. 
Baldwin remained involved “on 
and off" until he took over in 
1990, by which time the 
str uggling to stay in the I 
Division of the Beazer Homes 
(now Dr Martens) League. 


Hednesford were approach- 
ing the end of the lease on their 
old ground, Ctass Keys. Bald- 
win’s background in finance 
prompted the chairman, Mike 
Smith, to invite him to negoti- 
ate its sale. He became vice- 
chairman, put up the money to 
buy a plot of land to develop a 
venue winch met the Conference 
criteria, and the rest is history. 

Except that it was not quite 
so simple. “It became evident 
that the money wouldn't be 
enough,” Baldwin recalled. “So 
I asked a client of mine. Steve 
Price, to come in with me as 
joint owner with a 50 per cent 
share holding. We make all the 
decisions together, though I 
wouldn’t say he’s never regret- 
ted it. Ws often look at each oth- 
er and say: 'Why did we do this? 
We must be stark raving 
bonkers.’” 

They do it because they have 
a vision that is coming into ever 
sharper focus: Football League 
stares. Fanciful as the dream of 
derbies against Wolves and 
West Brom may sound, Hed- 
nesford finished third last sea- 
son with the highest points 
total ever by a promoted dub, 
and are again respectably 
placed. They have a base sup- 
port of 1,200 in the former min- 
ing community (hence the 
“Pitmen" nickname) and plans 
to upgrade an already impres- 
sive complex. 

Surely their current level is as 
high as they can hope for? “If 
I thought that,” said Baldwin. 
“I'd pack it in now. Unfortu- 
nately, people in this town are 
not as positive or ambitious as 
me. So many of them told me: 
‘You'D never win the Beazer 


Phil Shaw hears 
how Hednesford 
Town are preparing 
for a Cup challenge 

Premier.’ I said *We will’ Then 
they said: ‘Even if you do, the 
ground won't be up to scratch 
for the Conference.’ And I 
said: ‘It wilL’ Then they said: 
‘Anyway, it won’t be ready in 
time.' And I said: *It wDL’ 

“Tm a bit of abuify, and I like 

to get my way, but all this [we 
are sitting in a plush bar in the 
substantial stand] has come 
about through incredibly hard 
work and a lot of money. Plus 

Hednesford have been charged 
with misconduct by the Football 
Association over alleged irregn- 
tarifity ma gr mmriimpro wnwmt 

grant application, fallowing a 
complaint made by the Sports 
Grounds Initiative, the f mwtfa g 
body administered by the Foot- 
ball Titist The alleged offence is 
not thought to be serious. 

the fact that I’ve got the most 
understanding wife in the world. 
My business takes 40 hoars a 
week, Hednesford takes 50 
hours. I don’ t think I have been 
home this week:" 

His unusual dual role means 
that the emotions are magnified. 
“When we play poorly here, I 
go away wondering about how 
many people we're going to get 
the next week and whether 
they’ll be enough to pay the 
players. A normal manager 
doesn't worry about that. 

“On the other hand, there 
can't be any other owner who 


gets the same feeling I get 
when we win_. or as depressed 
as me when we lose.” 

He believes tlte Blackpool tie 
iswinnable, despile the fact that 
Hednesford's only success in 
knock-out competition came 
in reaching the Welsh Cup final 
in 1992. “Don’t ask me what a 
Staffordshire club was doing in 
that, but we played before 
12,000 people at Cardiff Arms 
Park, which was a catalyst for 
our success since. 

“A Second Division side 
should beat us nine times out 
of 10. But I look at Woking win- 
ning at MiUwaD, or the way we 
nearly lost at Wednesfield in the 
first qualifying round even 
though they’re four leagues be- 
low us. That’s the Cup for you. 
We’re certainty not going there 
for a day out at the seaside." 

Hednesford’s preferred re- 
sort is, in fact, Torremolinos. For 
the past two years, as “a reward 
and spirit-building exercise” 
they have taken a mid-season 
break in the Spanish s unshin e. 
“When we arrived at the hotel 
pool the youngest couple there 
were in their late 70s. Sudden- 
ly there were these 20 macho 
blokes jumping around. We 
had to play a kxal team to sober 
the lads up before we flew 
back.” 

Talking of newts, Hednesford 
must be unique in having to em- 
ploy someone to catch them. 
“We were three-quarters of the 
way through budding a dam to 
help with sewerage on the site 
when a council official drove up 
and said: ‘Stop! You can’t do arty 
more building. A ranger has 
spotted a greater crested newt’ 

“When we asked where, he 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Yesterday 

ASIAN CUP Group A {Mm DbabQ: Unoed Arab 
Em«tes 1 (SaadJQSarfi Kara 1 IHwarw Sun- 
hongS). 

Tuesday 

UEFA CUP Third 

2 (Fd 0 UHJL - 

mgaorg ®w6l5faM 

a m a o u m n e m 3 iugg IF): 

Valencia (So) 2tett?5i): 


*d round second lag: Nencastln 
Ufflg3-U:Andwtecf«(Be0lHet3- 
lOfagg l-O;: BoaMsca (Poo O In- 


nw 2 

, 2 

HamtMg (Ger) 0 Mona- 


co (Ft) 2 togg SSi: Harimihe (Gw) 0 Brendby 
(DsfU 5 rose 3-0: ScftNte 04 (Geri 2 Outr 
BniflSs (Ben 0 3-3- 

FA CABLING PREMERSH 


FA UienO TROPHYTNnl qtuNTylnrt round io- 
ploys: Banow 0 Bradion) Part inme 1 ; 
eaaer 4 Worksop 2: Yeaum# 3 SMrtfxMiw 1. 
FA CMLS8ERG VASE Second rowKfc HUM! 
1 Sandmen Boroutfi l faed. 

DR MARTENS L EAP IHft c m la r PM sI o rcPnrt 

potted: Sudbury Twn » Grwfey Rows- 
UNBOND LEAGUE Hrst DMdOK LB01 20 f- 
ion Ashnn 0: 0 NedioiiW 

oocMouod roptajr: Gajnsbonxj^i Tnrwy If** 1 
0. TOM round: Crfwyn Bty SYAnAxd 2. 
CALOR COUNTY ANTRM SHIELD Second 


O DUMMY 0 


nauqnwhe football leaoue Ron dm. 

tkxc EfcrWi^Mm 0 Bamstay 0; Reading 2 Tiai- 
mem 0: Sheffield Urd 3 HuddMfidd 1. S 

Dtwtatare O to d owM 2 Plymouth 2: BmnL_ 

Nobs Cwrty O: Bread Gw l Waabrt li Bum- 
lev 2 Wtaffiam 0; Buty 3 Pmston D; Chester- 
field 3 ftjmmonxfm 1: aBJln£wm 2 Cnme u 
Luton 2 YorV ft nodwdiam O Stockport 1; 

1 Bournemouth 1; UMnl I Bns- 
WycomtM 1 Mini 0. Third Df- 
HOiMon ammo: Bnanon 2 
uwneon a CamMtfea uu 2 MarsMd I C 
1 Swnaea 3; Chester 1 FiAwn l;Ewter 11 — 
tort ii Lnoefei 1 Canale u Northampton 2 Hu* 
1; ScartoKutfi 1 Colchester U Scunthorpa 2 
Hantepod lTronjvwjror 


I fteefttote u Wgan 4 


Bars SCOTTISH LfASUE IW CMdoo: 
fitel Dundee 2 tebondonad 47h*i 
fetbrej. Third DMdon: ADM 2AWon 
0. Othar 

GMVAUXHAU.L . _ 

tetqjeCm sownd round: YteMna0We»ng2, 


Match 1 Softsm L. 

UHUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE John 
O’Hara I any Cup ■oeoad^eund replay: 
Peaeefwan 4Te)e«mbe 2 Eastbourne Wdu. 

JIODUWAUJAMCEIn- 

vttattoa Cup second round: Bouwi St 
Mtehoato 3 Sttadted U Sc Andrew 2 Psteei 
VNa A faed- 

NORTH WEST coumes LEAGUE Flnt U- 
iMon; BurstXHJSTi 1 Datwon ft GtoSSOP North 
End O Mototay 0; Neaeasde TownOPresetn 
cades 4: Trafiwd l Vaurftai GM L 
SCREMfmnHBCrUQttUE Planter DMaloK 
Torrtngton O Taunton 6 (abandoned S3irtttf. 
AMBON WESSEX LEAGUE: Ttwcfwm 2 
Bnehanhutst 0. 

PONIKS UneUEFtatOMsfaKWolml As- 
ton VHa 4. 

AVON INSURANCE QOMBMATKM LaaftM 
Gup: Ntewicft O West Ham L 


FA YOUTH CUP! 


I IMayL 

— -J M MW I'NAllJldHUI 

Fora* 3 Wddtesteougi u cheteaa 2 Oyetttf 
POM 3a 


Blades looking sharp 


Sheffield United kept up the 
pressure on the Nationwide 
League First Division leaders, 
Bolton Wanderers, by beating 
their Yorkshire rivals Hudder- 
sfield Town 3-1 on Tuesday - 
thanks to a first-half spell of two 
goals in four minutes. 

Huddensfield drew first Mood 
in the 14th minute when Andy 
Payton scored his ninth goal of 
the season, but Howard Ken- 
dall’s men surged back with 
strikes from Lee Sandford and 
Mark Patterson giving them the 
lead before David White killed 
ofFlbwn shortly after the restart 

The Blades moved up to sec- 
ond after their win, moving 
above Barnsley, who were held 
CM3 by Birmingham at St An- 
drew's. Steve Bruce, described 
by his manager, Trevor Francis, 


as the “fourth-choice penalty- 
taker”, missed from the spot: Ins 
effort was saved by the Barns- 
ley goalkeeper David Watson as 
the home side wasted numerous 
chances to win the game. 

Tranmere looked anything 
but promotion candidates as 
they surrendered tamely 2-0 to 
Reading at Elm Park. Reading 
took the Jead after 10 minutes 
when their joint player-manag- 
er, Mick Gooding, sent an ac- 
curate comer to the edge of the 
six-yard box, where James Lam- 
bert flicked a neat header past 
goalkeeper Eric Nixon. 

The Royals secured the 
points after 33 minutes when 
Paul Bodin’s curling free-kick 
was met by Stuart Lovell, whose 
header was helped over the line 
by Trevor Modey. 


Wycombe produced the best 
Second Division result of the 
night to lift themselves off the 
bottom of the table and knock 
Mill wall off the top. Mike Bell's 
77th -minute strike at Adams 
Park was enough to send Jim- 
my NichoD’s side to their fourth 
defeat of the season. 

Brentford are the new lead- 
ers following a 2-0 win over 
struggling Notts County, which 
extended their unbeaten 
League run at Griffin Park to 
11 matches. Goals either side of 
half-time from Marcus Bent and 
Carl Asaba were enough to 
condemn the Magpies to their 
seventh away defeat this term. 

Rotherham United’s 1-0 
home defeat to Stockport 
means the Millers now prop up 
the Second Division. 


Japan to 


Photograph: ‘Peter Jay 


pointed into the distance and 
said: There, but you’re within 
half a mile of it.' So we’ve had 
to pay for a licensed catcher.” 
Has he found any yet? “No, but 
it still cost us £1,000 " 

And the gas? Hednesford's 
ground is built over an old 
quarry, into which the Nation- 
al Coal Board used to tip waste 
materials. In order to avoid a 
potentially dangerous build-up 
of methane, the stadium is built 
on a raised platform so that the 
air can disperse it. 

Yet for all their quirkiness, 
Hednesford are deadly serious 
about Saturday. Blackpool will 
find well-organised opponents 
with pacy strikers and a useful 
pedigree; players such as Col- 
in Lambert, who helped Mao 
desfield and Halifax put out 
League sides in recent seasons, 
and the former Aston Villa de- 
fender Andy Comyn. 

Now 28. Comyn spumed the 
offer of a contract with West 
Brom last summer so that he 
could pursue a career in_. ac- 
countancy. The physics gradu- 
ate now works for Baldwin on 
and off the park, but looks 
back fondly on a Villa debut 
marking John Bames and a 
place in the team who beat In- 
temazionale at Villa Park in the 
Uefa Cup in 1990. 

The opposition included 
Klinsmann, Matthaus, Brehme 
and Zenga, and Comyn was de- 
lighted to- swap, sweat-soaked 
shirts with Aioo Serena. The 
only problem,- he explained 
with Baldwinesque zeal, had 
been persuading nis wife not to 

k. Henceforth, let no otrecajf 
Hednesford boring. 


World 
Cup final 


Fifa, world football's governing 
body, is set to confirm the 
sport's worst-kept secret on 
Saturday whim it formally an- 
nouces that Japanwiil host the 
World Cup final in'2002. 

It will also confirm that South 
Korea, jomtty hosting the tour- 
nament with their Asian neigh- 
bours, will stage the opening 
match of the finals in six years' 
time. 

Fife attempted to keep secret 
recommendations of the World 
Cup 2002 Study Group amid 
farcical scenes in Zurich a 
month ago, when its vice- 
president, Lennart Johansson, 
told 100 reporters that no in- 
formation about the finals 
would be announced until thi>^ 
weekend. m 

However, most of the details 
Fifa wanted to keep secret un- 
til cndoised.hy this weekend's 
executive committee meeting 
leaked out of Asia within 
hours. 

A 33-paint agenda will be set 
before the executive committee 
which is meeting, somewhat 
ironically, in Barcelona - where 
Spain won the 1992 Olympic 
football tournament. 

The irony will not be lost on 
the Spaniards because Fife is 
considering a proposal to abol- 
ish the tournament, which pre- 
dates the World Cup by 30 
years and was for three decades 
regarded as the unofficial world 
championship. 

Amone many other items, 
Fifa will be looking at ground 
safety, players' agents and a new 
initiative for the World Club 
Cup, which has been played be- 
tween the champions of Europe 
and South America 35 times 
since 1960. 

There is a possibility that the 
champioa dubs of other con- 
federations, including Asia. 
Africa and North America, 
could take part in an expand- 
ed tournament. 

Ttao days before Fifa is due 
to meet in Barcelona, the ex- 
ecutive committee of Euro- 
pean football's governing body, 
Uefa, holds its own session in 
Tenerife. 

Uefo officials, like Fife's, are 
expected to give their propos- 
als for changes in the transfer 
system in the wake of last year's 
Bosnian ruling, die future of na- 
tional teams and of domestic 
leagues. 

The European body will also 
announce the venues for this 
season’s European Cup and 
European Cup-Winners’ Cup fi- 
nals and that the Czech Re- 
public will represent Europe at 
next year’s inaugural Confed- 
erations Cup for national teams 
in Saudi Arabia. 

Germany, who should rep- 
resent Uefa as the reigning 
European champions after their 
victory over the Czech Repub- 
lic at Wembley this summer, 
have made it clear they will not 
compete in the tournament 
during a their league season’s 
mid-winter break. ! 

Uefa will also hear a proposal 
from the German Riotball As- 
sociation that the number of 
qualification matdies for the 
2000 European Champmnships 
should be cut. leaving more 
dates available for lucrative in- 
ternational friendlies. 
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Keegan’s 
Trent trip 
is stark 
lesson 

Football 

SIMON TURNBULL 


Smith may lead British Whitbread challenge 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 


A mull i -million pound British- 
based challenge for next 
September’s Whitbread round- 
the-world race is expected to be 
announced within the next few 


Perhaps it is just as well that the ] 
most immediate challenge fac- \ 
ing Kevin Keegan and his out- i 
of-soits Newcastle United team < 
happens to be a fixture against 
Nottingham Forest at the City 
Ground on Monday night. 

It is not merely that the 
Magpies have stooped so low, 
in terms of their recent form, 
that a trip to the Premiership's 
basement club promises to pro- 
vide a much-needed pick-me- 
up. The visit will offer a 
reminder of the harsh realities 
of life in the latter stages of 
European competition. 

Forest, it seems strange to re- 
call, were Uefa Cup quarter- 
finalists last season. They over- 
came French opponents to 
f; reach the last eight, but after 
beating Lyon and then escaping 
from the lion’s den of the 
Olympic Stadium with only a 2-1 
defeat, Frank Clark’s men were 
mauled 5-1 by Bayern Munich 
on the banks of the Trent. 

Having been outclassed for 
80 minutes on Tuesday night by 
a Metz team that rates as not 
even second division in the 
grand European scheme of 
things, a sobering measure of 
trepidation has entered New- 
castle’s thinking towards their 
Continental adventure. As Kee- 
gan put it: “You look at the 
teams left and you know if we 
play that badly again well go out 
For long periods against Melz we 
were about as bad as we can be." 

Keegan at least has three 
months in which to revitalise his 
uncharacteristically languid side 
before the first leg of the quar- 
ter-finals. In midfield in partic- 
ular, the creative spark has gone 
missing since the scorching vic- 
tones against Manchester Unit- 
red and Ferencvaros in October. 

The draw in Geneva next 
Wednesday wOL alonj^ide New- 
castle’s, feature the names of 
Internationale, Monaco, Brond- 
by, Schalke 04, Valencia, Tener- 
ife and Anderlecht. 

Tenerife might suit Keegan. 
The Spaniards are coached by 
Jupp Heynckes. who could be ex- 
cused for conceding defeat at the 
very sight of Newcastle’s man- 
ager. He was in the Bomssia 
Mdnchengjadbach teams beaten 
by Liverpool, and the inspira- 
tional Keegan, in the Uefa Cup 
final of 1973 and in the Cham- 
pions’ Cup final four years later. 

Anderlecht, though, would 
hold the least fears for New- 
castle. They beat the Belgians 
2-1 in Brussels in August 

Whoever they face, Newcas- 
tle will have to play the first leg 
without the man who scored the 
goals against Metz, Faustina As- 
prilla having been yellow-card- 
/ ■ ed after removing his shirt and 
hoisting it on a comer fag in cel- 
ebration. The Colombian also 
pulled out of his country’s World 
Cup qualifier in Venezuela next 
week after suffering a hamstring 
injury in Tuesday’s match. 

“Maybe sometimes we should 
give a yellow card to the ref.” 
David Ginola said. ^We have to 
live with celebration. That is life. 
Life is too miserable some- 
times." It certainly has been on 
Tyneside of late. 


days. 

Hie tobacco company. Gal- 
laber, is thought to be planning 


a project, costing at least £5ra, 
which could include the re- 
cruitmeniof the leading British 
skipper, Lawrie Smith. The 
boat would be called Silk Cut, 
which is one of the leading 


brands produced by Gallaher ni 
the Umtcd Kingdom. 

The deal would be an im- 
portant boost to British sailing, 
which in recent yuais has strag- 
gled to find adequate financial 
support to fnnd entries in 
major international events such 
as the Whitbread and the 
America’s Cup. 

A major complication in the 
plan, however, is that Smith is 
already the skipper of an entry 
for next year’s Whitbread. In 
June this year he signed a con- 
tract with EF t a Swedish com- 
pany selling language and 
educational products around 


the world and which is invest- 
ing£i0mm a two-boat entry for 
the 1997-98 race. 

Gallaher wants to recruit 
Sctith because it sees him as the 
best skipper in Britain. Smith is 
highly resp ected fay his com- 
petitors and turned around the 
Intrum Justitia challenge in the 
last Whitbread. The negotiations 
with EF are understood to have 
centred on Gallaher buying into 
the Swedes’ design and tech- 
ixdos' programme. EFhas been 
using two 1993 boats, Intrum 
Justitia and Galicia, to choose 
crew and test sails. Masts and 
keels arc a separate programme. 


EF is also building two new, 
Bruce Fair-designed boats in 
Sweden, one for as all-male 
crow at present skippered by 
Smith, the other for as afl- 
woman crew. It is understood 
that the Silk Cut yacht, also de- 
signed by Bruce Raxr, is being 
built in Australia. 

While EF does not want to 
lose Smith, who skippered 
Rothmans in 1989-90 and an- 
other tobacco-sponsored yacht, 
Fortuna, in 1993-94 until it re- 
tired, the Swedes are likely to 
receive substantial compensa- 
tion in return for releasing him 
from his comracL 


If the deal goes ahead. Smith 
may bring some of EFs British 
crew with him. Only four weeks 
ago EF announced that four 
Britons, Gordon Maguire, Neal 
McDonald, Adrian Stead and 
Steve Hayles, had joined their 
team. Despite earlier dasns 
that they had signed mitten 
contracts, it is now understood 
that they have only verbal 
agreements. Smith would al- 
most certainly want to retain 
some of his core crew in the 
event of any move. 

Signs that the nitii is on to an- 
nounce the SQk Cut entry in the 
race have been seen lbs week 


mHambJe.Thc 1993 Whitbread 
boat. Dolphin & Youth, winch 
until recently had been the en- 
try of theSusscx Challenge, is 
bring painted there in Silk Cut 
colours. It is thought ihe yachi 
will be the c e ntrepie ce on the 
forecourt at Earto Court for the 
London Boat Show, which 
opens in four weeks’ time. 

Gallaher may even he 

preparing to announce plans to 
sponsor entries in the next two 
Wbitbreads. As an existing 
sponsorships this could cir- 
cumvent any possible future 
legislation banning cigarette 
promotion. 


EF, meanwhile, would l«»ve 
to move snartiy to find a re- 
placement for Smith. The 
Swedes spoke earlier this year 
tt» tfic 1993-94 saw winner, the 
New Zealander Rre»s Field, 
about the possibility of bis be- 
ing skipper, but instead de- 
rided on the man who had 
been xheir No 1 choice 
throughout 

If Smith dues lease, the 
favourit e to replace him is the 
San Franrisoj- based .America’s 
Cup stepper. Paul tavard. 
However, the Frenchman. Mare 
Pa jot, could also figure, afone 
with two or three others. 


Rowell returns 
to Underwood 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Tony Underwood had double 
cause for celebration yesterday. 
Not only did Jack Rowell, the 
England coach, recall the New- 
castle wing to a 23-man squad for 
the international with Argenti- 
na on Saturday week, but he also 
waited until Jonah Lomu was 
well out of the way before do- 
ing so. Sighs of relief all round. 

Underwood has not played 
Test rugby since conceding four 
tries to his New Zealand neme- 
sis in Cape Town 18 months ago. 
It remains to be seen whether 
Rowell completes his rehabili- 
tation by giving him a starting 
place - he will name his line-up 
on Monday - but the 27-year- 
old's pace would be of undeni- 
able value to an England bade 
division worrying^ short of that 
all-important commodity. 

If Rowell feels inclined to tin- 
ker with the side after last 


weekend’s defeat at the hands 
of the New Zealand Barbarians 
- and he should more than tin- 
ker with the midfield - Jeremy 
Guscott remains the most like- 
ly addition, possibly at the ex- 
pense of Will Carling. But 
Underwood is now in a prime 
position to challenge Adedayo 
Adebayo for the left-wing berth 
and it will be no surprise to see 
him back in the limelight in time 
for the start of the Five Nations. 

Although Underwood has 
played most of his internation- 
al rugby on the right wing, it 
would be savagely bard of Row- 
ell to turn his back on Jon 
Sleightholme, who produced a 
class finish to score one of Eng- 
land's two tries against the New 
Zealanders. Besides. Sleight- 
holme needs his Test place 
more than most because it is the 
only way he can get a game; his 
dub selectors at Bath have 
again preferred Jason Robinson 
for this weekend’s league match 
with Harlequins. 


French hopes lifted 
by return of Merle 


France hope their powerful 
lock Olivier Merie. back in a re- 
vamped team for the second 
Test against the world champi- 
ons. South Africa, in Paris on 
Saturday, will help them restore 
some pride. 

“Olivier has always been a 
first-choice player this season 
and we missed him a lot last Sat- 
urday," said the French coach, 
Jean-Qaude Skrela, referring to 
the first Test won 22-12 by the 
Springboks in Bordeaux. 

Merle, fit again after a rib in- 
jury, is a tough customer in line- 
outs, scrums and mauls and is 
the sort of player France need 
to challenge the strong Spring- 
bok forwards. 

Skrela, who has bad to cope 
with a string of injuries, on 
Wednesday unveiled a team 
with six new names including the 
Bourgoin winger Laurent Lefla- 
mand, who will earn his first cap. 
and two changes of position. 

The other players to come in 
are the winger David Vendltti. 
outside-half Cbristophe Lamai- 
son, the scrum-half Guy Acco- 


cebeny and the hooker Marc Dal 
Maso. Richard Dourthe switch- 
es from wing to centre while the 
captain Abdelatif Benazzi moves 
from flanker to No 8. 

“The players must under- 
stand that if you want to run the 
ball, you have to fight to win it 
first." Skrela said “We thought 
that was obvious at international 
level but it didn’t look that way 
in the first Test" 

For the fust time in their his- 
tory, the Springboks will play 
four successive Tfests with the 
same team as their squad for 
Saturday's match is unchanged 
from the first Test and two pre- 
vious Tbsts in Argentina. 

The hooker James Dalton, 
who left the pitch in Bordeaux 
with a bruised shoulder, should 
be fit and so should Joubert de- 
spite a minor thigh injury. 

FRANCE (V South Africa, Paris, Satwday): 
M-Sadovny: l leBamend. R DourtM, S Gas. 
D Vaxflat C Lamasoo, G Aecocebeny; C Cai- 
Ifano, M Dai Maso. F Tgunuure, O Merte. F 
Patous, p Benetton. R Case). A Berea tcaot). 
SOUTH AFRICA: A Jwtoern J Smal. J Mid- 
dec. H Le Roux, j OMer H Konibel , ) van 
dar Wesffluzen; D Theron. 1 Dafton, A Gar- 
«y. K Wiese, M Andrews. R Kn&r, A Ven- 
ter. G TetcMnam (capo. 


England also named three 
contrasting A teams for next 
week’s hectic second-string 
schedule. Three games in four 
days against Argentina, the Ju- 
nior Springboks and Queensland 
give the selectors ample oppor- 
tunity to weigh up the available 
talent and the programme offers 
important opportunities to a 
handful of outstanding prospects. 

Richard Hill, the Saracens' 
open-ride flanker, faces both the 
Pumas and the Australians and 
two strong performances could 
persuade Rowell to juggle his 
senior back row, which lacks a 
natural breakaway element. 
The same is true at outside-half. 
Paul Grayson, last year’s Test 
stand-off, gets a chance to im- 
press along with Rob Uley of 
Leicester and, intriguingly, 
Mark Mapletoft of Gloucester. 

Organisers of the Heineken 
European Cup have confirmed 
that Leicester s semi -final with 
holders Toulouse will take place 
at Welford Road on 4 January 
while Brive entertain Cardiff 24 
hours later. If the final turns out 
to be an all-French affair, it will 
probably be held in Bordeaux on 
25 January. Any other pairing will 
mean a final at the National Sta- 
dium in Cardiff on the same date. 

BWLAND SQUAD Aiaaoltaa, Twickenham, 
14 Dac): Backs: T Stfenpaan (Newcastle), J 
Steig W Hi lu M (Bam), w Csrftog (Kartequns), 
P di GtemOe (Both capo. A Adateyo (Baft). 
M Call (Bam). A dawn an (Wasps), J Gut- 
ant (Bam). A Kta( (Wasps). K Bracken (Sare- 
cans). T U da wd ( N ew cirt e l . ForwanteG 
Ruwiitme (Ldcestari. M Ba|M (BnstnO. J 
Leonard (tferteomj. M Johann (Intoestorl. 

5 Shaw (BreaoO. T Rodbor (Northampwn). L 
DsaBdto(Wa^.CStamfcy<V£xp0.8CbdtB 
(Rchtmnm.a U o nW l r. i l (Ccxerby), P O w n - 
tag iQoucesm). V Ubo&i (Bath). 

ENGLAND A (v Argentina. Nort ha mpton. ID 
Dod= N Bod (Northampton); D I iifnr (Harte- 
autns). A Btjrtti (Newcastle). W Greenwood 
iiacestel. I ranter (rtorhanpan); P tayaon 
(Nofthamoton). M Dawson (Northampton!: M 
VoBsnd (Northampton), RCocfcwto CLncesWri, 
D OaMk Hecosw), G Archer (NewcasBe). 
DStas {Ooucasteri. (* Cony Ob*#, a Uprose 
(Saracens, capt). R MD (Saracens), ftopteoe- 
nanta: J Bww (Bah), M Moptatort (Gtouces- 
ler). N WaUha (Harlequinu. N Wether 
(Moaetoy). R Katas (London Irahj. W Derid- 
son (HartaqumaO- Tra rata j re s erve :M par- 
tjr (Beth). C Murphy IWest Hardepod). 
ENGLAND A (v South Africa A, Gtoocastar, 
11 Dec): C Catling [Gtoucastart; B John so n 
CArmy end Newtxay). J n wiw d il (Seta). N 
Qraanstoch (Waspa). S Brrxntay fttortatMnaG 
RUajr UKM4. A Healey (Laceaer): KMe 
(Bath). S MMchafl (Wasps), i Me** iBami. 
D Otewcodi (Gamy). R FWra (Gtoucesmo. 

6 Affiaon (HaneqwB), S Ojomh (Bath, opt). 
R Jed Jns (Hanequnsl. Rapiaoaatents: J 
Alexander (Esher). J Harris (Cwenby). S 
Benton ( G touctBMO. K Brookfo* (Easiar). W 
taen (faspal. P A njt a ree (OrreB). TTevetag 
reserve: P Vickery (Gloucester). 

BMUWP A (v Q u een sl and, tae shaad. 13 
BBC)! J M a Ptarle r (Sato): P luger (Hartoqqnsj. 
W Graenwood (Latcesssr). A Btyth {Newcastle). 
J Ftan (tWvnonra; M w M l ho l t tGtoueee- 
tor). M Daram (Northampton capi); M VeBaad 
(North a mpton), R Cocker* (Imwser). N 
Vtohhar (Moodtp). C taphy (West HaniepoaQ. 
D fifcne (Ooucensrj. ■ Cony (&tsn# , A Dtproea 
(Saracens!. R HU (Saracens). Rectocemerta: 
J Ewens (BaM. M Psny (Bath), NWdta (Har- 
tequtas). R Katan (London Mi), W taan 
(Wasps). W Davtdmn Hrteqund. 



Goran Ivanisevic on his way to victory over MBcael Tillstrom in Munich yesterday Photograph: Vincent Kessler/Re uter 

Jeers for Agassi’s parting shot 


Tennis 

ADRIAN WARNER 
reports from Munich 

Andre Agassi headed for a six- 
week break from the game 
here yesterday with the boos 
and whistles of angry, disap- 
pointed fans ringing in his eats. 

For the second time within a 
month, Agassi faced a cacoph- 
ony of jeers and whistles from 
German fans after a 76-minute, 
6-3, 6-4 defeat by the Aus- 
tralian doubles expert Mark 
Woodforde in the first round of 
the Compaq Grand Slam Cup. 

The chorus of disapproval was 
not as loud it was in Hanover last 
month when Agassi put up a 
spineless display against the 
world No L Pete Sampras, in the 
ATP World Championship and 
promptly pulled out of the 
event, citing Alness. 


But Agassi admitted he had 
been suffering with motivation 
problems in the last few months 
and needed a break from the 
game, and has derided to miss 
next month's Australian Open. 

“I certainly am taking the 
time off in the hope and desire 
and plan of getting strong, fit and 
getting my game back to where 
it can be," he said. “I seem to 
thrive in kind of digging myself 
in a bit of a bole and getting ex- 
cited to come out of it agam. 

“None of it’s worth it if you 
just keep running yourself mio 
the ground, if you keep having 
to play events and keep chasing 
your tafl.” 

The defending champion, 
Goran Ivanisevic, had no such 
problems. The Croat powered 
past Sweden’s Mikael TTUstrom. 
Ivanisevic put on a fine display 
of aggressive serving to clinoi a 
6-4» 6-2 victory in just 55 minutes. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Danilovic puts the Heat on NY Knicks 

Basketball bian in his second season with ed Jason Caffey inspired a rave 


Sasha Danilovic led the Miami 
Heat with seven out of seven 
from three-point range as Mi- 
ami won their eighth successive 
game, a team record, routing 
the stumbling New York Knicks 

99-75. 

Dan Majerie added 22 points 
to Danflovic’s 21 for the Heat, 
who increased therr lead to three 
games over the Knicks in the At- 
lantic Division of the National 
Basketball Association in winning 
their seventh straight away game. 

“We were humbled at 
home,” said the Knicks coach. 
Jeff Vfcn Gundy, whose team 
have won four and lost four at 
Madison Square Garden. 

Danilovic, a 26-year-old Ser- 


bian in his second season with 
Miami, said: “I was just open 
tonight, they gave me the ball 
at ttae right time and I just made 
the shots. I am just playing the 
same game I always play.” 

It was first win at Madison 
Square Garden for the Heat 
coach, Pat Riley, since resign- 
ing as the Knicks coach in 1995. 
He was roundly booed, as be 
was last season when Miami lost 
twice in New York. 

Allan Houston had 14 points 
and Lany Johnson and Patrick 
Ewing added 12 apiece for the 
Knicks. who never led. “Quite 
frankly, I just fell that tonight’s 
game, we just didn’t bring a 
competitive spirit,” the Knicks 
forward Buck W illiam s said. 

In Milwaukee, Michael Jordan 
scored 40 points and unherald- 


ed Jason Caffey inspired a pivotal 
fourth-quarter run with six points 
as the Chicago Bulls beat the 
Bucks 107-104. Jordan recorded 
his 148th career game of 40-plus 
points as the Bulls turned an 80- 
80 tie into a 14-point lead with 
four minutes to play. 

In Los Angeles, Shaquille 
O’Neal scored 32 points, in- 
cluding four in the final 63 sec- 
onds, and had 14 rebounds to 
lead the Lakers to a 110-106 win 
over the Seattle SuperSonics in 
a meeting of the Pacific Divi- 
sion’s top two teams- 

Nick Vim Exel scored 16 of his 
18 points in the second halt By- 
ron Scott added 16 and Eddie 
Jones bad 15 points, nine assists 
and seven rebounds for Los An- 
geles who moved within one 
game of Seattle at the top. 


Basketball 

NBA: Mara 105 Bonn S3; Otavd 93 Toma- 
to 74; MnwoD 89 SacramM o 9ft Nsw Tori, 
75 Mam! 99: POwaiAm 104 Oxca« 107; Pon- 
toM 93 Mtora 98(00; Gotten Stan 114 Dan- 
v«r 99; La Ctppers 9ft OaftoOS 89: 1A lafeara 
110 SwtOe 106 . 
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Rugby League 

British clubs will be allowed six 
overseas players next season in 
order to mop up a surplus of 
Super League players m Aus- 
tralasia, writes Dave Hadfield. 

The Rugby League Council 
voted yesteraay to increase the 
quota from five, although the 
gam e’s chief executive. Maurice 
Lindsay, is warning the dubs not 
to import players for the sake 
of it- “But there is a surplus of 
players in Australia at the 
moment,” he admitted. 

“The other factor is that we 
want to be as competitive as 
possible in the World Club 
Challenge. We don't want to 


deny our dubs the opportuni- 
ty of signing a quality player if 
there is one available. 

London Broncos, who ate not 
subject to any overseas quota, 
have taken on board two more 
Australians surplus to require- 
ments in their homeland, the 
Manly front row Matt Dunford 
and Josh White, a half-back 
from Illawarra. 

Paris are also exempt from any 
restrictions and are likely to 
field a largely Australian team 
next season, which will compete 
in the Silk Cut Challenge Qip 
on the same basis as any other 
club, it has been derided. 

That means if Paris arc 
drawn at home they will play at 


home, and will act have to 
switdi to the ground of their 
English opponents, as has been 
the case with French teams in 
the Regal Trophy. 

The Council has also backed 
the proposal for a new unified 
governing body to oversee both 
the professional and amateur 
arms of the game. The propos- 
al for an eight-man body, four 
from cadi side of the long tun- 
ning schism, was approved 
unanimously. It will now be put 
to the vole by Bari a, the ama- 
teur body, in the new year. 

Swinton have signed Sean 
Casey, the 24-year-old White- 
haven and former St Helens 
utility player. 


Bowls 

cn INSURANCE SCOTTISH INDOOR MAS- 
TEHB jfD i itti l ita SymMlnate: Q ftflaaon Bca 
K A Thomson (Ere) T-l 1-T 7-3; 0 Soutoy (Seo) 
bt D Peacock iSco) 7-6 7-6. 


The termer world featherweight cham- 
pion Steve Robinson. Who flgns B% 
Hardy tor the European teatherwe@it 
We in Sunderland on ll January, yes* 
today won htefigit agareta bankruptcy 
petition brought his former promot- 
ers Barry Beam and Tommy G1 moot 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


RxrtbaH 

730 untess sflJtetf 

FA TOOTH CUP nmt Preston North End 

vPcnVn (7,0). 

FA CMU88IG VME Saaomt-romd raptow 
UMhvThaadsy- 

DR MARIBQ WMnmd McndkC M- 
son ( 1 ) v WOWi ( 1 ). 

Basketball 

CLASSK COA NATIONAL CUP SMAMhMlEfM 
teg SMf!aai< Newgate (7.45): l iMga sTUift- - 
<Jcn (7.01. 


Cricket 

Nottinghamshire’s Paul Franks has 
been called into the Eng and Under- 19 
party cwrenttytDunng Pakistan. Franks, 
who has skippered his country at Urv- 
der-15 and Under-17 levels, vriU fly out 
to PaMstan today tor the start of the fbsx 
Test at the weekend. 

South Africa were 33 urthout loss In their 
second innings at the dose of play on 
the second day of th&r three-day 
game against Intta A In Nagpur. India 
had made 340 m reply to the tourists' 
385 ter 5 declared. 

Football 

The ttstai player Oistiano Gagiarducd 
of Serfe C ctub Frosinone has tested 
positive for caffeine. The Italian foot- 
ball federation said the first test was 
carried out after a home match against 
Catania on 17 November end a sec- 
ond sample had confirmed the result. 
Thomas Helmet the Bayern Munich de- 
fender, has had his bladder removed 
in an operation yesterday. He will miss 
Germany’s World Cup Qua (trier against 
Portugal later this month - as will 
Thomas Haesfor. Mebmet Scholl and 
Oliver Blertwff, who are also injured. 
NATHMWne FOOTBALL LEAGUE FUn 
nrat M 31 Jan FUhem v CwMT (tom Sot 
I fttoTta 2 Fttto OAvd UB v MnctwurCty 
(Am Sto 1 Fete. Rrt 7 Fate Safe v (Marti UU 
®cm SbiSFoo). SanBFote ShetocH Uto v Nor- 
vndi (from Sat S Fed). 

TRANSFER: Bta Dytataa ( grrt kO HP W) Quaan'j 
Park a (Xretoe Uried (£50,000). 

Golf 

Scotland became the Johnnie Walter 
European team champions for the 
fouth time In six attempts in Spain yes- 
terday England, in thiiti place behind 
Span, the defending champions, were 
Wd by an Inspired last nine holes from 
GedFurey 

JOMHE WaiAHI BJHOPBW TEAM CHAM- 
Pt ONf' (A ftHiq ra PH. Mnrtm — , Sp) Ftoto- 
raond sen* (MM ta tare* court}: 414 I 
Scotland (C Rcntod 68. J Chfias TO). 421 SpWV 
.481 Eftfand IG Ftiay 69. C SmeGe 73). 438 
total ©Mcfirm 70. Ditemey 77). 441Wta : 

- (P Map 71. W isdatt 731, FHand. 448 flus- 
Uto. Denmah Cieca RQKtoJB. 444 Gerreny. 
AMBtfCAN EXPRESS TOUR QUALtFONG 
SCHOOL fte NteteBtiM ItahBwcwUnund 

• team (GB or M mtm Mated): US M-J 

- RoUtoau tCtoi] 68 70. 140T&Mn 70 70. M2 
M-T PBBtet (Fh G9 T3) M HedBtem (SWJ 7 2 
7ft V Storraud (Nod 71 71. U3 S Bdind O*) 
74 69. 144 L Encaaon (Sw) 75 72i C Sctenftt 
(Ft) 70 74i S FGnon (NZ) 73 71; A Tom iftfi 
71 73: J Lee (US! 72 72. 14E H Hcf*M (AU8) 
72 73; S Blan 73 72: M Buarom 73 72: S 
Bumd 77 BB. 146 L Ownxr 72 74; W Pat- 
totwt (US) 76 70, 147 N liman [Aus) 7672.- 
1 Maoorn (rtj 72 75; C Om (Gei) 72 75; M WW*. 
76 72 J Head 74 73: M Brt* (S«b) 76 7ft ) 
0*w 7* 73: h Andere»i (9w) 71 76. 


men (Ausj 10.67pcs 2 T Lahman (US) 654: 3 
E Ele (Sft 9.02 4 C Mom»>mene tScol 850: 
5 N Fakto (&o 857; 6 F Ctatea (US! 85S-. 
7 P Mctekan (US) 75S; 8 M OffiM Uaped 756: 
9 D law ■ (US) 753: 10 M OTtara (US) 7.1ft 
JU. C Pate (US) 658: 22 S Strtcfcar (US) 6.19. 
Salacteft 27 1 Woosnam (WaO 452. 

Hockey 

Hoctey stands on th e tirss h oM of a new 
era fotawig jesterd^s vote by the men’s 
Hoctey Association Council m fevour of 
forming a newt singe, national asvem- 
ing body for men and women, subject 
to a similar voce by the women's aseo- 
datian, the result of which wB be known 
on SatutoSK tha new aBBoaetion v4i come 
Into being from 1 June next ^er. 

Ice hockey 

NIU Vanoawer 2 Detroit 2 (or): New Jerser 2 
Rente 0; NT tstonoera 3 C ftgay t Hartford 4 
Pmabutei 4 (oO; Torarflo 2 Sr laws 0: Loa An- 
^ta4FtaenkJL . . 

Pools fBvtdemls 

UTOEWOODS: TraMe cMdok 24ats no 
chert. 23 £79.064.75. 22 £276.70, 21 
£20/«6, 20 £450. Fora draw* £1055. 10 
homes £45 50 . Rw (part on tow 
mays) £86220. HamtaKS £17557.15. 

lmninnti Tioe 1 1—1 ■ Tspwnn ritom n 

£26514.40. 22 £11455. 21 £1531 Soper 
Shota £13030. Planter 10 £83.70. 
BRnTENS: Trade ctanoo: 23pta £3552.10. 
22 L&AO. 21 £0.80. Fora raawa £&1£. am 
homes £555. Rve asms £176.75. 


There were veiy few rallies cm 
Ihe fast surface as both players 
hammered in massive serves. 
Ivanisevic is capable of some 
subtle tennis, but he rarely 
needed any this time. The only 
drama came in the seventh 
game of the first set when Ivani- 
sevic had a break point. 

Tillstrom’s volley at the net 
clearly landed out but was 
called in. Ivanisevic argued with 
the umpire after watching a re- 
play on the television screen 
above the court. 

The Croat eventually cooled 
down and wenton to clinch the 
set after 31 minutes after the 
best rally of the match during 
which he hit a half-volley 
through his legs. A break early 
in the next farther settled his 
nerves, and Ivanisevic moved on 
to the quarter-finals. 

Tim Henman, the British 
No 1, faces a quarter-final con- 


ZETTtRSt TreBM <ta»K 23pte £4,65950. 
22 £1455. 21 £150. 20 £030. fttot tfc 13 
£2350. 12 £1.65. FOwtami £1000. EWrt 
bam £520. Forawm»« £4730. Swpra 7 
£108.00. lac* OUtam 11 25 16 12 20 17. 

Rugby Union 

the Swansea chief executive, Dan 
Minster, has left tf» cU* by mutual con- 
sent Just two months after me r*-|g- 
nation of the chairman, Mike James. 
The Welsh First Division dub Dunvant 
hare registered the Fgian captain Joeli 
VHtsyald and back row man Emon Kata- 
lau, both ofwfxjm played against Wales 
at Canlifr last year. Berth were regstered 
before ihe transfer deadline last week- 
end but they still awaft work permits. 
South Africa’s Joel Stranslw will be on 
the replacements' bench for the Bar- 
barians In Saturdays match agsnst Aus- 
tralia at Twickenham. Stransky, whose 
drop goal clinched victory over New 
Zealand In the Wortd Cup final 18 
months ago, will be the understudy to 
the Barba nans captain. Rob Andrew. 
BARBARIANS Itrphumo i rta (■ AintzWte, 
T WWk OT tan , SXratah » *ta (NtoPiarp- 
ton). J SUoaky (Haw and SA>. A Moot* (RBh- 
mond and Wffles). R HanMeh (Cmanovi, G 
Dam (Bah and B&md). G Wafr (Nevcasda 
and Scotland). 

SCOTLAND IMBtOl (Vita tawleJtb. (H- 
te.aB M W 6 1 tC 1 IMIHWi*l:PBB 
(EdntM)d> AcaJanft*). A BuOodi (Wtosr dt Sect 
land), M Mayra (Wtasnens). A Metaa (Bv- 
ou&wmtfn a Ron (Henras FP). a O ev Brt dea 
iBorou^OTi*): 5 Utegna (Duidae Softool 


lest with MaliVai Washington 
which could cam him a S425.000 
(£257,000) if he beats the .Amer- 
ican today. Henman beat Ger- 
many’s Michael Slich. the 1991 
Wimbledon champion. 6-3. 6-3 
in the first round on Tuesday. 

The 22-year-old continues to 
insist that money is not the ma- 
jor incentive this week. ‘T know 
there is a lot of money at stake 
but I'm pleased with the way I’ve 
blocked it out of my mind I'm 
happy to be playing in an event 
where there are huge amounts 
to be won but I’m focused on 
winning matches, not the mon- 
ey," he said 

■ Monica Seles was forced off 
court again by a nagging shoul- 
der injuiy. retiring after losing 
the first set of her match against 
Slovakia's Karina Habsudova 
on her debut at the Komcrcni 
Banka Open in Brno, the Czech 
Republic, yesterday. 


FP). A Natan (SWUng Courtyl, J KeAjr urn 
don Soantstil. A Luddnf (Cline), I Morton 
(Dundee Wtf) 9rfuoJ FP». A Cwfasw (HbomsP- 
naw). S Woods iBohxj0itt*w can). R Hsreh 
(Bread wwawy). RMboaraata DAUott i®a> 
gwAcodemfcWs), T UfJithoBer IStsiing Coun- 
ty!- p Stafpm, J Osborne (Com Edntouf0i 
Academcaia. J Pstrfa (US Cotomhrac). P 
HbtfwaM (Wacarsans). C Dochartsr (GW). 

Squash 

IMHNDRA BROTHIONAL (Boodny) Second 
ronrat s Parte (Eng tt A vtogn tE© 156 15 6 
10-15 9-15 15-9. Zubas Jatan iPato bl 2jn* 
Jah»n (Pah! 15-12 156 15-12: A Baryte lEfi) 
bt M Oitooner (Eng) 15-14 7-15 9-15 15 11 
15-^: P New (SCO! bt S Mends (Erff 15-5 15-9 

Teams 

GRAND SLAM OJP (MunlcN tat G hra*. 

Mac (Onto) bl MiasBtm (Eve) 6-4 6-i M Wood- 
tame Vito) M A Aresw I US l 6-3 6-4: J Hiasd* 
(SWU hr C Ptaa tffl 2-6 6-3 6-4; J Oounw (USl 
bt M ROMO! (Snail 7-5 6-2 : 1 hJtoictwv ipus> 
bt A Correoa (Spl 6-4 7-6. 

AIPTOUR RAMUNGS Leading poatthms 1 P 
San*r»(US> 4565: 2 M mang (US) 3.597; 
3YVW«Mw. (Bull 3564; 4G Kanttevic tO»- 
3. 492: 6 T Muster (Aub 3.166; 8 B Sector iGen 
2583: 7 R Kraftceh (N«M 2580. 8 A A^aei 
(US! 2J64; S T Enpwst (Swe) 2.191: 10 W Fa- 
msa (SA) 2.149. GB: 29 T Henmvi L243: 48 
GRusadsJo871. 

WTA TOUR RANUNGS Leadtag poMttatra: 1 5 

G«rt lOen 332.0714«« 2 M Sete; (US! 
312.0083: 2 A Ssntfuw Vicaw iSp) 2017882. 
3 ) ftara ,T2 Bnp) 1925963: 4 u Hubs i&»mj 
176.4706: SCUartjOMlSp! 176.7206. 6 A Hu- 
ber (Gnrt 149^188: 7 1 Mawi lOaw 147.0990: 
3 F Data Usoanl 139.6387: 9 L Davenport I US) 
138.6510: 30 B Paulus 'AlCi 87.7813. 





PC/mc. a>KO^\/KK? f(4-.99/OUT 
I vWrt tT\« dt: 

U/UU. otuc Kcvt^. COTl\ 
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Pitmen on parade 

Hednesford Town pursue 
FA Cup glory, page 26 


Croft gives 
England some 
relief at last 


Cricket 

MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Harare 
England 197 
Mashonaland 279-9 


catch from Houghton apd Eng- 
land's toil was about to bring re- 
ward. 

Six wickets fell in the space 
of nine overs, Croft ending the 
day with figures of 4 for 65 to 


David Houghton, Zimbabwe's 
veteran player-coach, kept up 
the pressure on struggling Eng- 
land with a brilliant innings of 
110 for Mashonaland in Harare 
yesterday. However, the spin- 
ners Robert Croft and Phfl 
TufneU produced a dramatic 
final-hour fightback to finally 
put some smiles back on the 
tourists' faces. 

The second day of Englan d's 


go with his SO not out in Eng- 
land's first inning's 197. 


land's first inning s 197. 

During the first 50 minutes of 
play. Croft and TufneU took 
their last-wicket stand to 52 af- 
ter England had resumed on 
175 for 9 after Tuesday’s em- 
barrassing first day. 

Darren Gough then took an 
early wicket in an impressive 
new-ball burst before lunch, 
but during a long afternoon 
England needed the good for- 
tune of two debatable 


deflected off the pads of the 
wicketkeeper Alec Stewart 

Campbell, the Mashonaland 
and Zimbabwe captain, had 
made 55 from 76 balls and the 
left-hander walked off in obvi- 
ous disgust at the decision. Lat- 
er, however, he said he accepted 
the umpire’s decision even 
though he was astonished at be- 
ing given out 

However, England still 
seemed to be losing control of 
the match as Houghton was 
joined by Craig Wishart in a 
fourthwicket partnership which 
eventually realised 116. The 
39-year-old Houghton was at 
times quite majestic, and be 
reached both his 50 and his cen- 


Zirababwe ended with Mash- 
onaland 82 runs ahead on 279 
for 9, with Croft's last spell of 
the day bringing him 4 for 5 in 
six overs and TufneU also fin- 
ishing with four wickets. 

An hour after tea, however, 
after a long slog under a fierce 
sun at the Harare Sports Club, 
things looked totally different 
with Mashonaland on 258 for 3. 
But TUfneU then held one up 
just enough to induce a return 




selves afloat. 

TufneU, who has 4 for 77 
overall so far, was the benefi- 
ciary of both incidents. First the 
opener Grant Flower was ad- 
judged Ibw for 28 as he swept 
with his front pad a long way 
down the pitch and then the 
Middlesex slow left-armer won 
an appeal fora catch at slip by 
Nasser H ussain, after Alistair 
Campbell had seemed to miss 
a drive and the ball had 


Pakistan owe win 
to Saqlain’s guile 


The off-spinner Saqlain Mush- 
taq daimed 5 for 44 to help Pak- 
istan to an 11-run victory over 
New Zealand in the opening 
one-day international in Gu- 
jranwala yesterday. 

The 20-year-old returned his 
best figures in limited-overs 
cricket as the visitors, chasing 
Pakistan’s 228 for 8, were dis- 
missed for 217, two balls short 
of the 46 overs specified. 

Bryan Young was top scorer 
for the tourists with a fluent 5S 
off 93 balls containing three 
fours, while Stephen Fleming 
and Chris Cairns contributed 36 
each and Adam Para re 35. 

Young shared a second-wick- 
et stand of 78 with Parore after 
Craig Spearman had gone for 
six. They took the score to 104 


when Parore was leg before to 
Mushtaq Ahmed. Young then 
lost his middle stump to a fiery 


Waqar Younis delivery at 117. 
Fleming and Cairns added 60 


Fleming and Cairns added 60 
in just 9.4 overs, but Cairns 
edged a catch to Mom Khan be- 
hind the stunts off \bunis at 177 
and eight runs later Fleming was 
stumped off Saqlain. The visitors 
then succumbed to Saqlain and 
though Chris Harris made a 
quick 20, it was not enough. 

Pakistan, batting first after 
winning the toss, were helped to 
a respectable total by half-cen- 
turies from Salim Malik and 
their captain, Wasim Akram. 


Houghton averages 48 from 
his 18 Tests and it was easy to 
see why yesterday as he struck 
14 boundaries in his 141-bail in- 
nings. But then came England's 
recovery, with Croft, the Glam- 
organ all-rounder, adding to his 
already fast-growing reputa- 
tion with a spell which may yet 
be a turning point on a pitch 
which is expected to take more 
and more spin as it wears. 

“AH you need in cricket is one 
wicket and things can changer" 
David Lloyd, the England 
coach, said after the day’s play. 
“We stuck at it and after a bit 
of an onslaught both spinners 
steadied themselves and they 
then got their reward.” 

En&and men ©as 

ENGLAND - flret hwtn& 

(Omntftt 175 far 9) 

ROB Croft rax out ...JOO 

PCRTufndc DJ RCanutwfl bWrtJey JS 

Extras Ub6 w3 nb7) 16 

Total (75ri ovacs) 197 

Fa& 1-3 3-4 3-7 4-27 5-63 6-88 7-94 8- 
125 9-146. 


ONE-UAY MTBtNATIONAL (Qujrwmals, 
Wcfc PijMsan 228 far 8 (46 were; Salm Wa- 
ft 73«. Wasfm Ataaro 52); Nm IMnd 217 
(45.4 acre; B Young 58; Saqian Misntaq 
5-44). Pakistan woo by 11 turn. 


Bowing: Kxttay 25.1-4-53-5; 8 C Strang 
19-2-52-1: Brent 8-1-20-1; P A Strang 
16-5-30-0; Matantot a dzo 6034-1; Rower 
1 - 0 - 2 - 0 . 

MASHONALAND - Rnt tarings 

G w Rower bw b TufneU 28 

SVCaiHecandbGouffi 3 

•ADR Campbefi c Hussain b Tufnefl — 55 

D L Hougttm e and b Tirfhei 110 

CBWWwrtcCrawteyb Craft .45 

P A Strang c Crawley b Qoft 6 

TO J R Conpbel c Hussar b Croft ._£ 

G B Brent low b Craft 1 

B C Strang bw b Tutnafi .......... JO 

D MatamtenadBD not out -2 

R J Wriey not out 3 

Extras Pb6 1*7) 13 

Total (ter 9, 83 owns) 279 

Fat: 1-22 2-803-142 4-258 5-266 6-267 
7-274 8-275 9-275. 

Bowdee hUte* 12-2-42-0; Gouffi 16-3- 


BowfleB MuOafly 12-2-42-0; Goutfi 16-3- 
43-1; Cadcft* 10-2-460; Tutai24-6-77- 
4; Croft 21-3654. 

UrapbeK K Kanjee and D Katan. 
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Threat to Olympic competition 




ACROSS 


Sweet that makes pan of 
mouth gp into decline (7) 
Cuts through. lakinga brief 
time in some parts (7) 


time in some pans (7) 

9 Relative, one not liked initial- 
ly by a woman ^2-3) 

10 Arduous experience, running, 
after taking in two-thirds of 
the sporting challenge (91 

11 Outlaw that's removed food, 
having absorbed scripture? 
15.4) 

12 Very good joke recalled by 
attractive person (3-2) 

13 Wis false about new looking 
old? (5) 

15 Writer -another that's in- 
volved with W H? (9) 

IS Writer -one where you’d 
find 11? '(9) 

19 Academic accepting nothing 
as evidence (5) 

21 Soil exhibited in the Art 
House (5) 


23 Odds on the girl's in charge, 
haviim a student round (9) 

25 Way Euro is rubbished after 
Government department 
enquiry (3, 3, 3) 

26 Scotsman is going round 
Biblical mountain (5) 

27 Drink producer gets in last 
of harvest under cold 
weather conditions (7) 

28 Wild West hero has to pull 
on stencer? (3-4) 

DOWN 

1 Rewarding in France (in old 
France, that is) (7) 

2 Just a tiny fraction in facto- 
ry into wo rking hard (9) 

3 Oarsman seeing nothing we 
found in rivets (5) 

4 Greek character in per- 
forming troupe gets laid in 
Shakespeare (9) 

5 Stalwart character, Richard, 
supporting British (5) 


Outfit's bound to start trad- 
ing (3, 2, 4) 

Slop company that’s taken 
over half the capital (5) 
C onne ct ion between cells or 
pens, say, to be demolished 


Fifh, the world governing body, 
is considering a proposal to 
abolish the Olympic tourna- 
ment, setting up in its place an 
under-23 world championship. 
The issue goes before the ex- 
ecutive committee, which is 
meeting in Barcelona on 
Saturday. 

“If Fife set up its own Under- 
23 World Championship and 
the IOC [International Otympic 


The disputes and the low 
quality line-ups meant the 
Olympic tournament rarely 
made the headlines until rhk 


year's Games in Atlanta, where 
Nigeria upset the leading na- 


Committeej wanted to keep 
soccer in the Olympics, that 


14 Unexpected candidate prov- 
ing a nightmare? (4, 5) 

16 Writer who gets employment 
after penning poem (9) 

oral yet found round about 
part of tooth? 14, 5) 

18 Decorates (and how!) dis- 
play at rink (3-4) 

20 Collapsible enclosure in 
front of garden (7) 

22 Aigmnent over one tree (5) 

23 Throw over lady heartlessly 
and reluctantly (5) 

24 Part of stair where man goes 
up before Queen (5) 


soccer in the Olympics, that 
could lead to problems," Kei- 
th Cooper, a Fifh spokesman, 
said yesterday. “The IOC can’t 
do it without the approval of 
Fifa any more than they can 
stage an archery tournament if 
the International Archery 
Federation doesn’t want to take 
part." 

With the exception of the 
1932 Games in Los Angeles, 
foolbafl has been in Ihe Olympics 


since 1900, repeatedly running 
into problems over who should 


into problems over who should 
be allowed to play. Fifh closely 
guarded the exclusivity of the 
World Cup and refused to ier all 
the leading players take part in 
the Olympics. 


Nigeria upset the leading na- 
tions, Brazil and Argentina, to 
become the first African winners. 

Organisers thought they bad 
reached a good compromise in 
Atlanta when the competition 
was based on players aged 23 
and under, plus three over-age 
competitors. However, that at- 
tracted critics, too, culminating 
with the proposal from within 
the executive committee to set 
up a Fifa-hacked world cham- 
pionship in that age group as re- 
placement for the Olympic 
tournament. “It would malm the 
Olympic men’s tournament to- 
tally redundant," Cooper said. 

Gilbert Felli, the IOC sports 
director, said he was aware 
that some Fifa nffiriak have 
talked about taking football 
out of the Olympics. “After the 
Games, they were not happy 
that they were in Athens and not 
in Atlanta," Felli said. “There 
were some comments that 


maybe football should go out of 
the Olympics because it doesn’t 
get enough consideration.” 

The proposal to start a world 
under-23 competition may even 


afview. Birift would not be wise 
or in the interests of football for 
it to be a completely open 
event, because that effectively 
means some kind of World 


Mansell t< 
test for 
Jordan 


mun 


Scottish, Weld) and Northern 
Ireland Football Associations, 
because they are not recognised 


Cup every two years.’ 

The United Arab Emirates, i 
the hosts, came from behind 
yesterday to draw 1-1 with 
South Korea yesterday in the 
op ening match of the Asian Cup 
tournament Hwang Sun-hong, 
who scored South Korea’s goal, 
could have settled matters in in- 
jury time when, with -only the 
goalkeeper to beat, he shot 
just wide of the right post. \ 

Hwang, running on to a de- 
lightful through ball from mid- 
field, opened the scoring in 
the ninth minute. He fired a left- 
foot shot from just inside the 
penalty area into the bottom 
coimerof the goal. 

.But as South Korea's domi- 
natkm began to to become em- 
barrassing, the UAE hit back 
through their striker Khamis 
Saad. The Korean central de- 
fenders foiled to dear an easy 
cross, presenting Saad with his 
chance. 


individually by the IOC and are 
ineligible for the Olympics. 


ineligible for the Olympics. 

Even if the championship is 
approved, the Olympic tourna- 
ment should remain safe for the 
2000 Games in Sydney at least 
The likeKhood is Fife will not go 
as far as creating a conflicting 
tournament but will continue to 
reject the IOC’s pleas to allow 
a completely open Olympic 
tournament “Soccer is the only 
sport in the Olympics that has 
this age restriction and some 
people feel that in scone way that 
is against the spirit of the 


Olympics," Cooper said. 
“Abound 1.4m spect 


“Around 1.4m spectators 
watched the Olympic tourna- 
ment at all its venues. More 
people watched the tourna- 
ment than any other sport in the 
Games from the financial point 


Motor racing 




A possible Formula One corned 
bade for Nigel Mansell’s moved 
a step doser last inght after he 
accepted an opportunity, to test 
drive a Jordan-Peugeot jq 
Barcelona next week, ■ ? 

Mansell will engage in a two* 

day test after meeting Eddie 


Jordan at Silverflone yesterda* 
to discuss the pcsstaiUty of dm 
ving for the .team next seas® 

. It was in Barcelona m Jut 
Iastyear that Mansell seemin, 


goodafter retiring his McLaren} 


Mercedes toebmplete a -miser) 
.able two^-ace comeback. Since 


then.- Ihe 43-year-old former 
world champion has hinted that 
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World champion has hinted that 
he might return -but only if the 

package was right. j 

“There's no commitment 
from either party beyond this 
test Nigel is Britain's most suc- 
cessful Formula -One driver of 
all time and it’s an honour foe 
-everyone at Jordan to give him 
this run," Jordan said. ■_ 
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